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Pasig cop chief, 6 PDEA 
men axed over shabu bust 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


THE PASIG CITY POLICE CHIEF AND SIX MEM- 
bers of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency 
In charge of eastern Metro Manila were sacked in 
the widening fallout from last weeks police raid 
on a colony of shabu dens in Pasig City. 

‘Metro Manila police chief Director Vidal Querol 
sald last night he had ordered the relief of Senlor. 

PASIGIAT 


‘mall feedback@Inquirercom.ph 


Об 


Tuesday, February 14,2006 


кик 


и METRO/AIT. 
10 teenagers 


bolt jail in 
Pasig City 


6sections / Vol.21 / No.68 


РІВ 


website wwwing7.net 


Cheney accidentally shoots 
fellow hunter in Texas 


CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS—VICE PRESIDENT 
Dick Cheney accidentally shot and wounded a 
companion during а weekend quail hunting trip in 
Texas, spraying the fellow hunter in the face and 
chest with shotgun pellets. 

Harry Whittington, a millionaire attorney from 
Austin, was in stable condition In the intensive 
care unit of a Corpus Christi hospital on Sunday. 

“He is stable and doing well. It was almost ike. 
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RP credit image boosted 


Another intl ratings agency revises outlook on RP 


By Michelle V. Remo 
and Doris C. Dumlao 
Business. 


THE COUNTRY’S CREDIT IM- 
age gotanother boost after Fitch 
Ratings yesterday revised its 
outlook on the Philippines from 
“negative” to “stable,” citing an 
improving fiscal climate and 
easing political tension. 


Reacüng to Fitch's assessment, the peso 
climbed to a new three-and-a-half-year high 
1051.42 to the dollar in early trading but later 
succumbed to profit-taking and closed at 
51.585. 

A "stable" outlook removes the threat of a 
ireditrating downgrade in the near term, 
amd even makes possible an upgrade in the 
ratings, 

‘An increase in the ratings, which means an 
improvement in a governments credit wor- 
thiness, results in lower interest rates im- 
posed on its borrowings. 

“The good 2005 fiscal performance and 
2006 fiscal outlook, together with a more set- 
tled political environment, warrant the 
change in outlook,” James McCormack, head 
of Asia Sovereigns at Fitch, said in a state- 
ment. 

Fitch joined Standard & Poor's, which up- 
graded the Philippines last week, although 
another agency, Moody's Investors Service, 
said it was maintaining its “negative” outlook 
on the Philippines despite recent economic 
reforms, 

Of the three rating agencies, Fitch had the 
most optimistic rating on Philippine risk at 
two notches below investment grade (BB on 
foreign currency debt) compared to Standard 
& Poor's three notches below and Moody's 
four notches below investment grade, 

The three credit rating agencies slapped 
the country with a “negative” outlook—a pre- 
cursor of a possible ratings downgrade—in 
July last year after the Supreme Court sus- 
pended the implementation of the expanded 
valued-added тах and key economie man- 
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Comelec deal 
‘overpriced’ 
by P500M 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


‘THE VOIDED AUTOMATED COUNTING MA- 
chines deal that the Commission on Elections 
entered into with MegaPacifie Corp, was 
overpriced by as much as P500 million, Solici- 
tor General Alfredo Benipayo told the Senate 
yesterday. 

Benipayo said he received bank documents 
showing that while the Comelec paid Mega- 
Pacific P1.3 billion, the corporation gave the 
South Korean firm that manufactured the 
counting machines only "a little over half a 
billion pesos." 

“The documents will show that after Mega- 
Pacific had been awarded a bid, it entered in- 
to a contract with a certain Korean firm for 
the manufacture of the counting machines, 
and Comelec provided the funds for the pur- 
chase ... a litle over P1 billion," Benipayo 
said during the Department of Justice budget 
hearing at the Senate. 

“(Вш) the documents would tend to show 
(that) what was paid by MegaPacific to the 
Korean firm was only about a little over half a 
billion pesos,” he said. “There was a big over- 
price.” 

Senate President Franklin Drilon and Sen. 
Edgardo Angara urged Benipayo to provide 
the Senate with copies of the documents, 
which Drilon described as the "paper trail on 
the overpricing" of the MegaPacific deal. 

"The two senators noted that the Comelec 
was again asking for P1 billion in the 2006 na- 
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debt to ‘stable’ 


COUPLES deep in love find their enchanted evening with Manila Bay's world-famous sunset In the background at the Baywalk on Roxas Boulevard on the eve of 


Valentine's Day. 
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Cupid works overtime in RP call centers 


By Volt 
Contreras 


WHAT 15 LOVE LIKE IN THE 
time of call centers? 
les about going on dates in the 
morning, obviously the only time 
available for couples or spouses who 
work in these high-tech firms while 
the rest of the city sleeps. 

Its also about seduction, infidelity 
and other dangerous games of the heart 
that thrive in the isolation of worksta- 
tion cubicles. 


Briton teaches 
how to make 
love potions 

By Lynett A. Villariba. 


HISTORY, ACCORDING TO HOLLY- 
wood, says Cleopatra seduced Mark 
‘Antony by wearing a love potion and 
litle else, 
If you can't afford to wear little else, 
you can always concoct a love potion 
ог gayuma to ensnare the man or 
‘woman of your dreams. 
Dr. Mike Turvill, a British expatti- 
ate with a doctorate in chemistry, 
teaches the science of mixing love 
potions in a spa school in 
Parafiaque City. 
In one lecture, Turvill drew 
а parallel with the story of 
Cleopatra and her vast ar- 9 
senal of scents. i 
In her first meeting 2 
with Mark Antony, È 
the queen of Egypt * 
had her royal 
rge washed 
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Call 
centers are said to be one of 
today’s brightest spots in the 
economy, but they have their own 
share of dark secrets when it comes to 
office intimacy, according to insiders. 

There have been so many extramari- 
tal affairs at one call center, for exam- 
ple, that its management finally cau- 
tioned its employees in а general as- 
sembly recently. According to one of the 
workers, the company owner himself 
gave "tips on how to make relationships 
Jost'—with legitimate partners, that is. 


VALENTINE CONCERT 


For фе hun- 
dreds of thousands of Fil- 
ipinos who work in such com- 
panies, the romance—illicit or 
mot—must conform to their nocturnal 
schedules and altered body clocks. 
Instead of moonlit walks ог leisurely 
dinners, a quick morning bite at any 24- 
hour store or café would often do for 
the likes of Joyce and Paul Tabake, a 
young married couple who work in dif- 
ferent call centers at about the same 
night-till-dawn slot. 
‘She reports to Ambergris Solutions in 


ог 

tigas while he to Peo: 

ple Support in Makati 

City, Whenever she and her 
hubby go out on dates before 
coming home together from 
work, the metropolis is just starting 
its day and Cupid must still be curled 
up in his diapers. 

In those hours, what spice and vari- 
ety could the city possibly offer to such 
a bonding pair? 

"I could be Starbucks, 7-11, Min- 

CUPID AG 


Fancy meals, chocolates 
for lovers all over Asia 


LOVERS ACROSS ASIA WILL ВЕ 
celebrating Valentine's Day today 
with fancy meals, sumptuous 
hotel 
suites—and, above all, plenty of 


chocolates, ritzy 


cash. 


Money may not buy you love. 
but it sure helps, if the prices of 
some of this year's Valentine spe- 


cials are any indication. 


Beijing's Shangri-La Hotel is 
99,999-yuan 
($12,425) package that includes 
99 red roses, limousine pick-up, a 
presidential suite with spa facili 
ties, French cuisine and a one- 


offering а 


carat diamond ring. 


As the Beijing Evening News 
put it: "The target customers are 


those young millionaires.” 


China's obsession with plastic 
surgery is also finding fresh de- 
mand from couples who are go- 
ing under the knife to get their 


"I suggested it as a way of cele- 
brating our relationship and 
bringing us closer together with a 
special kind of bond," Liu Yan, 24, 
was quoted as saying of the 
matching nose jobs for her and 
her 28-year-old boyfriend. 

Liu said her boyfriend “loved 
the idea" and readily paid 
10,000 yuan ($1,200) for the 
surgery. 

"Were very happy with the 
results,” Liu added. 

Business at Shanghai's 
plastic surgery clinics has 
risen by up to 30 percent 
since the beginning of 
the month, fueled by 
Valentine's Day and 
the recent lunar 
New Year, when 
young people 
typically re 
семе job 


‘Ageless American singer Andy Williams waves to his 
Filipino fans upon arriving at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport. He will perform па Valentine's. 
Day concert tonight at the Araneta Coliseum, 


noses and even their eyes done as bonus- 
a sign of their love for one anoth- es 

er, the official newspaper China and 
Daily reported, 


Золотиста IAE: 


in rose wa- 


tional budget for its modernization program, X 
anc 


‘The Supreme Court in January 2004 void- ter 


COMELEC/A9 BRITON AS РАМСҮГА6 
zin су SSRN LAE ANS 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Second 


‘TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14,2006 


metre Mana Party soy 
Paty Goudy 
Clout wh Rains 
Oooty wih fas 
Party uty 
КЕТ 


A3 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST Norther Luzon wil have cloudy skies with rainstowers 
‘leh easter sections ol the couniry ий experience cloudy ses 
wilh scattered rainshowers and isolated thunderstorms, becoming 
Frequent rains over the Bicol region and esser sections of Visayas 
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Coup talk spurs tighter security 


SECURITY IN METRO MANILA WAS TIGHT- 
ened yesterday, the eve of last year’s deadly Valen- 
tine’s Day bombings by Moro rebels, as fresh ru- 
mors swirled of a coup plot against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 


Under “Task Force Valentine,” 
extra police patrolled the streets 
and 10 mobile checkpoints were 
set up after dark. The Coast Guard 
was also placed on high alert. 

The security fears were height- 
ened by rumors of a “typhoon 
coup” against Ms Arroyo, whose 
legitimacy continues to be ques- 
tioned following allegations of 


vote-rigging and graft. 


Word spread through text mes- 
sages on Sunday that a coup 
would break out “within the next 
24 to 48 hours," the second time 
in two months that coup rumors 


circulated. 


The first time occurred when 
President Arroyo went overseas 
10-12, her first trip 
abroad since the wiretapping 
election 
fraud broke out in June 2005. 

А military spokesperson yes- 
terday dismissed the latest coup 
talk as mere rumors, but admit- 
ted they were wary about a desta- 


on Dec. 


controversy alleging 


bilization plot. 


Antiriot troops were to be de- 
ployed around the Makati City 
court where 27 members of the 
Magdalo group of junior officers 
were due to appear Tuesday for a 
hearing on the coup d'etat 


F 


charges they are facing over the 
mutiny they staged in 2003. 

“We've received reports there 
will be attempts to spring them,” 
said military spokesperson Lt. 
Col. Tristan Kison. 

It was learned that three of the 
Magdalo's core leaders - Navy 
Lieutenants Antonio Trillanes IV 
and James Layug and Capt. Gary 
Alejano - had asked the court to 
allow them to waive their appear- 
ance yesterday There was no offi- 
cial reason given. 

Five other officers on trial had 
escaped in December and Jan- 
wary, one after а hearing at the 
same court and four from deten- 
tion at nearby Fort Bonifacio. The 
one who escaped alone, Marine 
Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, has since 
been recaptured. 

“Lets show and proclaim our dis- 
pleasure at the sham regime,” the re- 
maining fugitives said ina statement 
оп Tuesday. “Let's demonstrate our 
disgust, not only by going to the 
streets in protest but also by wearing 
red bands on our left arms." 

Kison dismissed the statement 
as “mere propaganda to generate 
abandwagon effect.” 

He said there was no truth to 
Tumors circulating in military 
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nde 


camps that rogue troops would 
grab power this month. 

But Emmanuel Velasco, a se- 
nior state prosecutor, told a news- 
paper: "The threat is very real. 
The police and the military are 
not taking any chances." 

Risk consultancy Pacific Strate- 
gies & Assessments, however, 
said there was no evidence of an 
imminent threat from the Abu 


Sayyaf terror group which had 
claimed responsibility for last 
year's bombings. 

"А repeat attack to mark the 
anniversary of those bombings is 
a theoretical possibility but there 
is no intelligence indicating an at- 
tack is being planned," it said in a 
recent client note. 

Last month, the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines said it had uncov- 


not stop this activity" 


ered the recruitment of junior offi- 
cers in the feld for a coup d'etat. 
Kison said while the recruitment 
efforts have subsided, “of course we 
have the impression that they will 


He said news reports about the 
supposed strained relations be- 
tween the President and AFP Chief 
of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga were 
part of the destabilization move. 


"That's their plan, to split up 
the AFP so they can get the mili- 
tary and destabilize the govern- 
ment," Kison said. 

"Without the support of the 
АЕР по destabilization move 
would ever succeed so they come 
мр with letters telling the people, 
to join them and create that 
bandwagon effect.” Dona Z. 
Pazsibugan; Reuters 


Lawyer raps Palace meddling in Erap case 


By Nelson F Flores 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


WITH FORMER PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRA- 
da's five-year-old plunder trial nearing the 
homestretch, the case's chief prosecutor 
lashed out at Malacafiang yesterday and 
warned President Macapagal-Arroyo's chief 
of staff against making statements that could 
put the Sandiganbayan and its proceedings 
under a cloud of suspicion. 

Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio said 
that while his team agreed that Estrada's was a 
political case as well, Malacafiang should not 
interfere in issues concerning legal matters. 

"We have not interfered on political issues, 
that is why we are expecting them not to in- 
terfere with issues concerning the legal (as 
pect of the case),” Villa-Ignacio said. 

He said Presidential Chief of Staff Michael 
Defensor's disclosure in a radio interview on 
Sunday that Malacafiang was open to the idea 
of releasing Estrada temporarily would put 
the country’s judiciary, particularly the Sandi- 
ganbayan, in a bad light. 

Vilia-Ignacio said "any deal that Mr. Defen- 


sor or Malacafiang would enter into would 
only question the integrity of the proceedings 
of the Sandiganbayan Special Division,” 
which is conducting the trial. 

He added that while the prosecution did 
not oppose the efforts of the executive branch 
to reconcile with Estrada, the antigraft court 
should be allowed to do its job and the “judi- 
cial process must be preserved.” 

Defensor's statement came on the heels of 
the court's denial of a petition by Estrada to be 
freed on bail or transferred from detention at 
his rest house in Tanay, Rizal, to his home in 
Greenhills, San Juan, so he could prepare to 
take the witness stand in his own defense. 

A day after saying Malacafiang was open to 
the idea of giving Estrada temporary free- 
dom, Defensor urged the deposed leader to 
apply for bail. 

“The ball is now in President Estrada's 
hands,” Defensor said in a telephone inter- 
view. “He can only get bail if he applies for it, 
we can't file it for him." 

Defensor suggested that Estrada, to bolster 
his case, should tap either Iglesia ni Kristo Ex- 
ecutive Minister Erafio Manalo or Roman 
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SENSING THE DIFFERENCE 


Catholic Cardinal Ricardo Vidal, or both, to 
back his plea to be released on his own recog- 
nizance. 

Defensor said the administration saw no 
problem with reaching a settlement with 
Estrada. 

“This is not about the elections anymore. 
He wants to clear his name while the govern- 
ment wants to have unity" Defensor said. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita said 
he had no knowledge of the government's 
plans for Estrada. 

"Whatever he said, 1 think Secretary Mike 
Defensor is fully aware that the case is under 
our judicial processes," Ermita said, reiterat- 
ing the government's official hands-off stance 
оп Estrada's case in light of the independence 
ofthe Sandiganbayan. 

Meanwhile, at yesterday's hearing, the court 
reduced the number of hearing days from 
twice to once a week starting March 15 when 
Estrada is scheduled to give his testimony. 

То compensate for the loss of time, the courts: 
Special Division said the hearings, which are to 
be held on Wednesdays, would last the whole 
day instead of only the morning. 


Senators turn 


docile at DOJ 
budget hearing 


By T] Burgonio 


NO SPARKS FLEW AT THE SENATE YESTER; 
day when senators grilled Department of Jus: 
tice officials atthe resumption of hearings on 
the P1.053-trillion 2006 national budget. ¢ 

“We had been given the green light to at 
tend so I think we had no reason not to at- 
tend,” Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez told 
reporters after the hearing, referring to Presi? 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's lifting of the restric. 
tions of Executive Order 464 for the duration 
of the budget hearings. 

The EO bars administration, police and mili- 
tary officials from appearing at congressional 
hearings without the President’ approval. 

The senators themselves pulled their 
punches, limiting their questions to matters 
pertaining to the P1.2-billion budget being 
sought by the DOJ, 

‘The highlight of the hearing came when the’ 
senators asked National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion officials about the “Hello Garci” wiretap 
scandal and Solicitor General Alfredo Beni- 
payo about the allegedly overpriced purchase 
by the Commission on Elections of automated 
counting machines (See story on Page Al). 

NBI officer in charge Nestor Mantaring told 
the senators the agency investigated the wire 
tapping scandal but discontinued it after 
learning that the two tapes presented by Pres 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye purportedly contain- 
ing conversations between President Arroyo 
and then Election Commissioner Virgilio Gar- 
cillano had been tampered with. 

Gonzalez took the opportunity to urge the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
anew to take custody of ће Garci tapes for safe- 
keeping while the authorities looked for an inde 
pendent foreign body to authenticate them. 

He recalled that he made the same request to 
CBCP head Bishop Antonio Lagdameo at a recent, 
‘meeting, but the later expressed reservations. 

“If the custody of the tapes were with me, 
the opposition would say 1 may do something, 
to them. If the opposition had the tapes, the 
administration would not accept it also," 
Gonzalez said. 

After more than three hours, the Senate 
committee deemed the DOJ budger submit- 
ted for approval. 

“Happy Valentine, your honor[sl a re: 
lieved Gonzalez said, eliciting laughter front 
the gallery 


SC may issue TRO vs EO 464 


‘THE SUPREME COURT IS LIKELY TO TACKLE 
the controversial Executive Order 464 during 
its en banc session today. 

їп an interview, Ismael Khan Jr, court 
spokesman and assistant administrator, said, 
the court may issue a temporary restraining 
order ahead of the Feb. 21 oral arguments on, 
the issue. 

"The TRO could come before the oral argu- 
ments, it has happened before in other cases 
"The Chief Justice shares the concern of var 
ous parties for the early resolution of this 
transcendental issue,” Khan said, Armand М. 
Nocum 
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Palace fears snub, plans ‘quiet’ Edsa day 


MALACANANG WILL 
hold a muted celebra- 
tion of the 20th an- 
niversary of the Edsa 
People Power revolu- 
tion, with President 
Macapagal-Arroyo re- 
signing herself to a 
possible snub by key 
players, specifically 
former President 
Corazon Aquino, offi 
cials said yesterday. 

“President Arroyo 
has chosen to com- 
memorate this special 
occasion quietly, with- 
‘out fanfare, by going to 
the people, looking af- 
ter their needs and 
hearing their views,” 
said Press Secretary lg- 
nacio Bunye in a state- 
ment. “She will, how- 
ever, be present at 
some of the activities 
planned by the com- 
memorative commit- 
tee” 

Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita 
admitted that Mala- 
cañang had yet to fi- 
nalize the events to 
be held between Feb. 
22and 25 and identi- 
fy those that the Pres- 
ident would attend. 

Malacañang indicat- 
ed it was prepared for 
the non-appearance of 
key Edsa I players. 

"We have sent out 
invitations to all those 
who played а signifi- 
cant part in Edsa 1. But 
we cannot impose our- 
selves on anybody giv- 
еп the situation. They 
have their own disposi- 
tion and we cannot 
control their thought 
process” Ermita said. 

Defensor said the 
President would be 
joined by former Presi- 
dent Fidel V Ramos at 
the wreath-laying, after 
which she would im- 
mediately leave for the 
provinces. Gil C. Caba- 
сш п ЛЖ and 
Michael Lim Ubac 


PNP 
bares 
revamp 


THE PHILIPPINE NA- 
tional Police yester- 
day announced a ma- 
jor reshuffle, with 
veteran investigator 
Chief Supt. Jesus Ver- 
soza taking over the 
Criminal Investiga- 
Gon and Detection 
Group. 

The reshuffle will 
take effect within a 
week, outgoing po- 
lice ' spokesperson 
Chief Supt. Leopoldo 
Bataoil said. 

Versoza's current 
post as Southern Lu- 
zon head will be гаје 
en over by Chief Supt. 
Prospero Noble, who 
is now in Region 9. 

Chief Supt. Jaime 
Caringal, head of the 
Civil Security Group, 
will go to Region9. 

Chief Supt. Leonar- 
do Dionisio will leave 
the Cordillera Admin- 
istrative Region and 
become head of the 
PNPCSG. 

Other changes in- 
clude Chief Supt. 
Raul Gonzales wil 
head the Cordillera 
‘Administrative Ве. 
gion; Senior Supt. 
Samuel Pagdilao will 
replace Вагаоћ as 
spokesperson; Bataoil 


will head the North- + 


ern Police District; 
Chief Supt. Rene 
Elumbaring, head of 
Caraga region, wil 
move over to Head- 
quarters Support Ser- 
vice; Chief Supt 
Geary Barrias wil 
Bead the Caraga po- 
lice; Chief Supt, Raul 
Bacalso will become 
commander of Camp 
Crame; Sr. Supt, Jake 
Cataluna will replace 
Bacalso as secretary at 
the office of the Chief 
of Directorial Staff, 
Luige A. del Puerto 
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APPLY МОМ: 


Entrance Exam Dates: 
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1477 Narra St,,Tdo., Manila 


Telephone Numbers: 
9593668, 9554673, 9593675. 
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available while subscriber Is on Prapald International Roaming mode. 


лке vobi UNUM 100 promo or P10010 das. 
Prone rl Mar 8, 2006. Por DTENCR Pommit No, 0829, S. 2000. 


“Reverse aging now. It's Buy One Take One ~ 
on Advanced Lasertone programmes until 
February 18, 2006* only! Effectively rid your 
wrinkle problems, fine lines and sagging skin. 

With Advanced Lasertone, it's like turning 
back time and having that firm, supple, 
youthful skin again. 


- Call the Facial Care Centre professionals 
NOW for Buy One Take One. 


) 


зрела approved by ОТМОЙ. / Рог DTFNCR Pert #0497, Sores of 2006. 


Where Beautiful Skin Happens 


woeslsceancunto com ph 


MAKATI ORTIGAS TOMAS MORATO SHAW ALABANG BINONDO 


CONGRESSIONAL 


PAMPANGA (961-3408) CEBU (253-7031) 


б ^ 
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2006 Flagship Projects 


‘The Lingunan-Lawang Balo Vehicular Overpass and Canumay 
Exit, which erosses the North Luzon Expressway, will be 

completed on May 2006, I will provide an alternate route lo 
the Maysan-Novaliches Road and is 


almost 10%, 


pected lo reduce trafic by 


€——— d— 


2006. he fist phase of development will house the front line 
revenue generating ol 
and comfortable Taxpayers’ Lounge. a multi-purpose hall and 
Day Care acili 


Among its features is a sparious 


genae nia 


"he Gon T Be Leon National High School building 
roy, 4D classroom Filly, Since early 2005, th Cty 


already constructed 110 classrooms in different public 


i all over the ty 


| www.valenzuelacity.gov.ph 


The Path to Cityhood 


The town of Polo was established by Father Nov. 7, 1975 — - 
Juan Tarranco and Don Juan Monsod. The 
new town was carved oul of Meycauayan, 
Bulacan, then known as Calanghalan. 
July 21, 1960 Executive Order No. 401, signed by 
then President Carlos Ё Garcia, 
divided the town of Polo into two and 
created the town of Valenzuela. 


Aug, 7, 1995 


Sept. 11, 1963 ‘Through Executive Order No. 46, the 


town of Polo was annexed to 


Valenzuela, retaining the latter name, Feb. 14, 1998 


Feb. 27, 1975 Residents of the Greater Manila Area 


voted in favor of the integration of 
the four cities (Manila, Kalookan, 
Quezon City and Pasay Cily), and the 
thirteen municipalities (including 
Valenzuela) into a commission type 
of government, 
MESSAGE MESSAGE 

1 geet tho people 
and loca fcil of the ay of 
alere nie occasion of your 
yar of Gtyhood, 

“This celebration 
tas become а ration that is 
praiseworthy. йг anniversary 
Fas become a period for sharing tho blessings yon hve 
received in the past year with relatives, neighbors and 
friends, WU has also lecomo an opportunity a strengthen 
communities and one another, and ко thank the Lord 
Aight or giving us god heal aut prosperity. 

As you nyt festivities, may you continue 
to nurture he bayanihan spiri in your neighborhood and- 
atrays work in unity and harmony among yourselves that 
уш may attain the goals that yuu havo sel for your йу. 

ћу kayong tha! 


К ИМА. Mn Же үө 
П 


rosidont 


ight years sen. your humble 
sean anthor aud passed ino bv the 
лук of Valenzuela, inspired by the 
Vision of a йу at does ot only provide 
silicon base serves, but pres sse 
f belongings and Bnet the slfsteem 
afits people. 

M is thew an honor fo pir jou а clearer palh lo the 
тате of is vision, cooperation vith our Gly Government 
deed, nity aud dja leadership ar the ingens vent 
loan soil and ono growth ar wry, 

May ve continue working loger sa Ian. Lam 
confide tat hs wil securo gre succes far our Шу e 
узар. 

Maraming satamat, at mabuhay ang Lungsod ng 


Li дә 
ANTONIO М, TM 
Depuly Minority Flor Leader 


Valent 


Presidential Decree 824, creating 
Metropolitan Manila was issued. 
This brought the separation of 
Valenzuela from Bulacan and ils 
integration into Metropolitan Manila. 


Cong, Antonio Serapio filed House 
Bill No. 1921 seeking the conversion 
of the Municipality of Valenzuela 
into a highly urbanized cily. 


Then President Fidel V. Ramos 
signed Republie Act No. 8526, 
classifying Valenzuela as а 
highly urbanized city. 


MES 


Mer 8 years of being a highly 
arid cy wheres salem 


Sy headed? 


‘The Gy sd tole ecu’ 
proviene venter iren ist. 

il becoming such requires, 
firs and foremost, reinventing the 
City Government and its services o ake on local and global 
‘opportunites tat continue to chang with tho revolutions in 
technology and human organization. 

We are reinventing local bureaueacy based n the 
sound principles of disciplino ad teamwork and inulaling 
in the шї of аЙ Yaeulas these core values that will 
steward ou pall to tru progress. The discipline fo work lard 
an stay focused on ou mission, and romvork ta realizo le 
vision of a Vibrant n. 

Nelamstrtel arovolution, A revolution of dynamic 
aud erative governance to continue руіне n tho gains. 

Mabuhay ang Valenene йу, 
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New security Half of CARP lands have no individual titles 
setup delays asmen тара 


NEARLY HALF OF THE 3.5 MIL- who have benefited from land re- 


1 ? 1 lion hectares of land distributed form, The LandBank estimates the 
int 1g ts by the government under the DAR would need P2 billion to seg- 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform regate individual land owners and 


Бума Program have not been titled to issue them separate titles. 
by Nikko Dizon individual beneficiaries, the De- _ Pangandaman said the govern- GERMANY 


partment of Agrarian Reform said ment did not have the budget to 

SSS a subdivide the collective CLOAs 

lid not leave on time yesterday due to the DAR records showed that 1.5 this year. Nonetheless, DAR 
new setup at the final security check at Termi- million hectares of lands under planned to issue more collective 
nal 1 of the Ninoy Aquino International Air- CARP since the program got un- titles for 130,000 hectares to be 
port (Маја) der way in 1988 are covered by distributed this year. 

Airline sources told the Inquirer the flights collective certificates of land As of Nov. 30, 2005, the Land- 
were those of Northwest and Cathay Pacific. ownership award (CLOAs), Bank had P404 billion in col 

“They were still able to leave on time butal- which need to be broken down to lectibles from farmers who still 
most didnt make it because their passengers and individual beneficiaries. have to pay for 903,000 hectares 
е E pee sed queue Such collective titles are shared distributed to them. Under the pro- NO LEAKS. P 

Д rees said, by many CARP beneficiaries and gram, the LandBank advances pay- ч | 

The sources requested anonymity, citing are DAR's preferred modeofdocu- ment of farmlands to be subjected ORUST. NOPROBLEM. 
the tension between the airlines and the menting land ownership because to land reform to their respective 
Manila International Airport Authority (Mi- they are less tedious to prepare owners so that the land could be Other pipes can copy how our PE: pipes lok, 
aa) arising from disagreements over NeW than individual titles. parceled out to the farms’ tenants. her pipes сап copy the wey our ads look. 
security procedures like the 100-percent “The collective CLOAs are meant Up to 70 percent of the But they won't be able to copy 
ааа system and а proposed $5 to fast-track land distribution. Its 903,000 hectares was covered by the one thing that really matters: 

also more practical because it en- collective titles, making it diffi- т 

‘The sanitized luggage system would pre- sures that the farmers cannot sell cult for the LandBank to collect Teeny wetness bie 
vent passengers from taking their bags again their lands,” Agrarian Reform Sec- from individual beneficiaries. Unlike any other piping system in the world. 
after the initial X-ray check, while the airlines retary Nasser Pangandaman said in Тһе DAR has until 2008 to 
have argued that the security fee should be ап interview yesterday. ‘complete the acquisition and dis- 
paid for by the government and not ће pas- However, both the DAR and tribution of 720,000 hectares of 
sengers. Land Bank ofthe Philippines, have land remaining from the original 

Both procedures have been held in acknowledged that the collective 4.2 million hectares targeted for 


abeyance pending further study. titles were also one reason the CARP in 1988. 
Miaa operations chief Octavio Lina said he 


did not receive any complaints from the air- 


бйле кеме шу сетан mma! 2.7-kg ‘Gasulitos’ available 


the final security check went: smoothly. 
In the new setup, tall wooden partitions 4 
ы бе ен eon all eiie in Metro soon, says Petron 
courses to keep unauthorized persons out, 
Miaa security chief Brig. Gen. Angel Atutubo By Abigail L. Но want to offer LPG to the poor di- N Q E 
(ret.) said in a phone interview. rectly,” he told reporters. в 


“The barriers take up space in the already НЕЕРІМС THE GOVERNMENTS _ Тоша explained that with the 


narrow walkways to the aircraft. call to make cheaper liquefied LPG suppliers themselves making 1 
“We want го segregate the passengers so petroleum ges available to the their products available in Tindahan 

that no (unauthorized) persons would mix masses, industry leader Petron Natin outlets, middlemen charges 

with them," Atutubo said. Corp. will soon deliver 2.7-kilo- would be eliminated, effectively giv- | 
Airline staff assigned to the boarding area gram Gasulitos to various Tinda- ing the poor access to cheaper LPG. | 


must also line up in the passenger queue, han Natin locations. Right now, he said, households GERMANY. 
Which yesterday kept them from getting to Energy Secretary Raphael belonging to the marginalized sec- 
the gates on time to help the passengers Lotilla said Petron was looking at tor relied on neighborhood deal- Hot & Cold Water Piping System 
board the aircraft, the sources said. eight Tindahan Natin locations, ет for their cooking gas needs. ti 5 
‘The new setup also irked the airlines because including Dagat-Dagatan, Agham білсе these marketers got their The 215? Century Pipe. 
they were unaware of its implementation. Road in Quezon City, Mauway in LPG supply from bigger sellers, Exclusively Dlsvbvted By 
"he sources said the new setup was sug- Mandaluyong, Malibay in Pasay added charges were already im- CAMP MARKETING & DEVELOPMENT, INC. 
gested by the US Transportation Security Au- City, and C-5 in West Bicutan, розей оп the products, bloating “Tel, Nos, 740-1065 + 741-9145 • 740-3752 * Fax No. 740-0046 
thority, which is conducting its regular audit _ “Petron is moving on the LPG the cost further for the end-con- e-mail: campmktg@mindgate.net 
of the Naia this week. front and firming this up. We  sumers, Lotilla said. CEBU; 212 T. Padilla St., Cebu City Tel. No. (032) 2543015 


=i SLI ул THE ULTIMATE CORE FAT 


Lo 
{МЕЙИЛ А BURNING PROGRAMME. 


‘GREAT CASH SAVING ( Da T `: ESHE SAID: What is CORE POWER? 

NO JOINING FEES : | a i = НЕ SAID: CORE POWER Training plus. 
| ONLY ү { Й Y BODY METRICS is the ultimate in FITNESS, FAT & 
і ури N, CELLULITE LOSS. It's the way that Jonabel 
| * Gavieta lost 34.5 Ibs to win the Female Great. 


Bodies contest and Art Guerrero lost 35 165 to` 


5 EREE 
PERSONAL A TRAINING 
к jt. | кош 
PER DAY . Bee то ree: A эм 
CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%. | ; i \ oe 
MEDICAL SUPERVISION AT ALL CENTERS, FIRST 25 SLOTS... 


eT NCR рини 2787, tato of 2005) akan j Ўра 2 à 
BODY METRICS AEROBICS® 
will BURN РАТ, 


LOSE 10 to 
50 inches [ З > fone yee а" 
А (енг сре NT LASER “4 

ог more но Toby Foren Z^ | "ЦА REMOVAL зим бнітеммо А 
гапа1псһ.1оз52 „1..1.0$е71,000°са1ог1ез/ rhe lowest price — Thefültimate. body. 
from while you relax па Фића = whitening program 
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EMESOTHERAPY 
UTRACELL FACE 
RESTYLANE “PERLA 
LASER ACNE TREATME 
BWART REMOVAL, -'WFACI 
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Cupid works ove 


From page Al 
istop or any fast-food chain that 
offers breakfast,” sighs Joyce, 24. 

Good thing, she said, there's 
now even a videoke bar in the Or- 
tigas area that opens in the early 
morning for the benefit of call 
center people. 

“It was a big challenge for our 
“relationship because, initially, he 
was the only one working in a call 

center,” said Joyce, who used to 
‚Бе a freelance interior designer 
"before deciding three years ago 
tb join her husband in the same 
career path—and time zone. 

“Now I understand his situa- 
tion better,” said the wife, who 
admitted feeling insecure dur- 
“ing ое days—and 
nights—when her partner was 
often away amid "the different 
culture you encounter in a call 
center” and she was home alone 
inbed. 

"We were reduced to being 
‘boarders in our own house and 
could only talk on the phone just 
‘before dawn. It was a great sacri- 
fice," she said. 

Before their common jobs fi 
'nally put them in sync, their com- 
‘munication deteriorated to one- 
"liner "hellos" via text messages. 


Recipe for love 


Ingredients. 
12 drops ylang-ylang essential oil 

8 drops lavender essential oil 

4 drops patchouli essential oil 
60 mi carrier ой (grapeseed ой, 

Jojoba ой or virgin coconut oil 
Procedure 
Ina 100m! beaker or any glass- 
ware, gently add essential oils to 
carrier ой and mix. Transfer mas- 
sage oil to final container and la- 
bel. 

‘To make the love potion 
stronger, increase the amount of 
essential oils. Use following per- 

centages as guide: 
dg © 1% essential oil blend to 
carrier oil (ог 
1 drop es- 
sential oil to 
100 drops 


to poison. 


Briton teaches how 
to make love potions 


produced by synthetic or artificial 
compounds. 

He warnec 
for improving health, not other- 
wise. The modern-day wizard ap- 
plies the science of aromathera- 
py—not magic spells—to achieve 
the desired result without the 
harmful side effects.” 

Concentrated essential oils, he 
said, are for sniffing, not for swal- 
lowing or applying directly to ће 


From page Al 


in rose water and its sails soaked 
in the heady fragrance of henna 
flower or camphire. 

‘One whiff of the heady smells 
and Mark Antony, Rome's best- 
known warrior, was seduced. 
Cleopatra knew she had estab- 
lished che desired connection. 

‘As a final coup de grace, she 
washed her hair in jasmine (a 
strong aphrodisiac), burned 
kyphi incense—a soothing com- 
pound of cinnamon, spikenard, 
peppermint, juniper алб 
myrrh—to create an exotic atmo- 
sphere and wore a-garland of 
fresh fragrant flowers, It was a 
knockout score for Egypt. 

Turvill told his audience, which 
included a pediatrician, a dermatol- 
ogists assistant and a spa manager, 
that aromatic oils, facial scrubs and 
even shampoos could be blended 
into love potions to achieve that 
"Ioveisin-the-air" ambience. 

‘Turvill said the most potent 
aphrodisiac oils were made from 
the expensive sandalwood and 
Jasmine, He was smitten himself 
Ђу the scent of a Filipina who 
wore sandalwood. 

X For a special love potion (see 
box), he chose to combine the es- 
sential oils of the indigenous 

sylang-ylang Помет, patchouli 

Sherb, and the commonly grown 

lavender. The three oils are 

known for their romantic proper- 
ties and blended together can be 
used as massage oil, linen spray 
or body scrub, 

‘Turvill said blending two or 
more oils would produce a syner- 
gistic effect that could not be re- 


skin. 


He came home in the morning 
just when she was about to leave 
for her day job, and they could 
only go out on "real" dates during 
his days off, Joyce said. 


Daytime dating 

But now, at least they're back 
solidly as a couple on an after-of- 
fice stroll. The only difference be- 
ing: “We have to be home and 
asleep by around 3 p.m." she said. 

Of course, there are "advantages" 
to daytime dating, smiled Ricci de 
los Reyes, a supervisor at Teletec, а 
call center based in Pasay City. 

“You can avoid the big crowds 
since you are the first to enter the 
malls and catch the days first movie 
screenings,” said Ricci, boyfriend to 
Andrea, a former officemate who is 
now with another call center. 

‘Another hassle-free aspect is 
the ride home after the date. 
While the rest of the rat race gets 
stuck in traffic jams on the way to 
offices and factories, call center 
employees find themselves tak- 
ing the opposite less-congested 
routes, Ricci noted. 

Ricci observed that "it's easier 
to fall in love with someone who 
is also working in (this) same in- 
dustry. Your expectations from 


DR. MIKE Tu 
modern-day wizard 


carrier oil) makes a weak blend. 

‘© 2% essential oll blend to carri- 
er oll makes a stronger blend. 

© 2.5% essential oll blend to car- 
rier oll makes а maximum blend. 
Note: 20 drops is equivalent to + 

ml. And don't go overboard, lest 

you risk turning your love potion 


Inhalation is the fastest way for 
the body to absorb essential oils. 
Oil molecules travel up the позе, 
sending а message to the brain 
and nerves, which respond to the 
new smell. From the nose, the oil 
molecules enter the bloodstream 
via lungs and respiratory system. 

Since pure essential oils are 
volatile, they should be kept away 
from extreme heat, Turvill said. 
They are best stored in dark-col- 
ored, tightly sealed glass bottles 
but not in plastic containers. Diox- 
in, the carcinogenic chemical that 
makes plastic pliable, often leeches 
into oil, creating toxins which 
should not get into the body. 

In contrast, massage oil blends 
ofthe recommended formula can 
be applied to the skin, Turvill ex- 
plained. Because essential oil 
molecules are so small, a massage 
oil blend can enter the tiny pores 
of the skin, through the hair folli- 
cles, sweat glands and blood cap- 
illaries, transported in body by 
the circulatory system, 


To learn more about how to con- 
coct love and other potions, visit 
wwwispaessentials.com.ph or call 
Tel. No. 8382170. 
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each other get cleared up right 
away" 

In fact, before he and Andrea 
went steady, they started out as 
rivals for a promotion and "hard- 
ly spoke” to each other. Eventual- 
1y they found a common path to 
their hearts just the same. 


Only abnormal thing 

"I'm confident we can continue 
with this lifestyle," said Ricci, 
who intends to marry Andrea in 
April. 

Perhaps the schedule is about 
“the only abnormal thing” about 
having a lover or suitor working in 
а call center, according to Cheska 
Javier, an assistant manager in an- 
other Makati-based center. 

If one is in a regular 8 a.m. to 5 
рл. office job and the other does a 
9 pam, to балп. shift ina call center, 
“that means you just have this win- 
dow between 6 a.m. and 8 a.m." for 
туз or courtship, she said. 

‘And what about sex? “Margie,” 
wife of a call center night owl and 
mother of one, said it's all about 
seizing the opportunity during 
her husbands day off or (on 
weekdays) engaging in what the 
adventurous would knowingly 
refer to as "afternoon delights." 


an 
Teletec, 


graveyard 


Romance aside, though, there 
must be some other things "ab- 
normal" about working in a caf- 
feine-charged environment tai- 
lor-fitfor insomniacs 


Breakfast is like dinner 

As Joyce put it, "we take break- 

и fast (after leaving work in the 
morning) but our bodies some- 
what feel like it's dinner." 

"That's because break time for 
call center workers on the night 
shift is strangely referred to as 
“lunch” even though it’s taken at 
around 3 a.m., she said. 

"You miss prime time shows on 
Тү games, evening concerts and 
all that. You rev up for the nights 
work with coffee and more cof- 
fee," said Christopher Marasigan, 

operations manager at 

who 
Christopher met with the INquiR- 
та at around 11 p.m. at a Star- 
bucks near their office. 

New recruits assigned to the 


headaches before their bodies fi- 
лађу make the adjustment, he 
said. Pregnant women are moved 
to the day shift. 

The majority acquire the smok- 
ing habit "Nicotine helps keep 


ing the interview. 


Morning beer 


drunk much quicker” 


together with 


shift complain of 


fice workers. 


you awake," Ricci said, himself 
halfway through a cigarette dur- 


For young, single male employees 
intheir 20s like himself, there are 24- 
hour convenience stores where cold 
beer can be had in the morning. He 
has gotten used to having a for-the- 
road tipple with his buddies by mid- 
day that having an ocasional drink 
in the evening "now males me 


But for every Joyce and Paul, 
or Ricci and Andrea, who proudly 
declare loves triumph in the 
seemingly haywire world of call 
centers, there are others who pre- 
fer to speak in whispers about the 
scandalous side of it all. 

“Angel,” 22, said she had just 
been to one of the weirdest office 
assemblies on Saturday, when her 
Manila-based call center held a 
“talk” in time for Valentine’s Day. 
‘The reason: Management was 
“concerned” about the alarming 
cases of infidelity among the of- 


She said the company owner 
himself spoke for about 45 min- 
utes before the 100-plus agents 
who made up the staff to stress 
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rtime in RP call centers 


that he personally “values morali 
ty more than all the profits we 
can bring to the company” 


Unwanted pregnancies 

‘Angel said she had about 10 fe- 

male coemployees who were on 
leave because of "unwanted preg- 
mandes” from extramarital affairs, 
some with ther team leaders ог su- 
pervisors who had families of their 
own. 
Angel, who currently has а 
boyfriend not working in a call 
center, said she herself was being 
courted by an older married 
coworker. 

His wooing, she said, comes leer- 
ingly with some kind of assurance 
that “its supposedly a natural thing 
їп call centers to have a lover while 
you're inside and another one out- 
side, both at the same time." 

"Para lang daw masaya (Just 
for а little happiness),” she told 
the INQUIRER. 

‘Asked what she thought made 
her call center prone to such inde- 
cent overtures and liaisons, Angel 
said: “When уоште in, оле, you 
tend to spend more time with your 
coworkers than with your family or 
partner. You practically have a life 
nowhere else but there.” 


Fancy meals, chocolates for lovers all over Asia 


From page Al 
cash gifts from older relatives 

Many prices in China have 
been set to feature the numbers 8 
and 9, which signify prosperity 
and longevity in Chinese belief. 

The Shangri-La Hotel im 
Shanghai's towering Pudong Dis- 
trictis offering a Valentine special 
costing 88,888 yuan, while the 
Portman Ritz-Carlton has а 
188,888-yuan package. 

їп Zhengzhou city, a newspa- 
per reported that one restaurant. 
is offering a 99,999 yuan "Emper- 
orstyle" dinner—complete with 
Chinese, French, Japanese and 
Korean food. And a personal nu- 
tritionist. And a live band. 

“How much money do we earn 
ina year?" one couple told the pa- 
per. "We can't stop eating for two 
years to save up for it” 


Diamond-studded cake 
Even without the 8s and 9s, the 

numbers are adding up in Tokyo, 

where Takashimaya department 
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ће was spending time with me in my living 
room,” said hospital administrator Peter 
Banko, who visited Whittington. 

Banko said Whittington was in the inten- 
sive care unit because his condition warrant- 
ed it, but he didn't elaborate, Whittington 
sent word through a hospital official that ће 
would have no comment оп the incident out 
of respect for Cheney. 

The accident occurred Saturday at a ranch 
in south Texas where the vice president and 
several companions were hunting quail. It 
was not reported publicly by the vice presi 
депе office for nearly 24 hours, and then on- 
ly after it was reported locally by the Corpus 
Christi Caller-Times on its website on Sunday. 


"A love potion is 


28-gauge shotgun 

Katharine Armstrong, the ranch owner, 
said Sunday that Cheney was using a 
28-gauge shotgun and that Whittington was 
about 30 meters away when he was hit in the 
cheek, neck and chest. 

Each of the hunters was wearing a bright 
orange vest at the time, Armstrong told re- 
porters at the ranch about 100 km southwest 
of Corpus Christi. She said Whittington was 
“alert and doing fine." 

“Heis very very lucky that nothing seriously was 
injured,” Sally Whittington said in a story in Sun- 
day's online edition of The Dallas Moming News. 
She said her father was being observed because of 
swelling from some of the welts on his neck. 

“It looks like chicken pox, kind of,” she said 
of her father’s face. 

‘Armstrong told The Associated Press that 
emergency personnel traveling with Cheney 
tended io Whittington before an ambu- 
Jance—routinely on call because of the vice pres- 

lents presence—took him to a hospital in 
Kingsville. From there, Whittington was flown by 
helicopter to Corpus Christi about 65 km away. 

Cheney's spokesperson, Lea Anne McBride, 


store is selling a 500-million-yen 
($4.2-million) 
decorated with 107 diamonds. 
he confection comes in the 
shape of a musical score, showing 
the notes for Могат “Turkish 
March” to commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of the composers birth. 

If you're not ready to go that far, 
Matsuzakaya in the upscale central 
Tokyo area of Ginza invited choco- 
latier Michel Chaudun from Paris 
on the eve of the big day. 

“As the chocolatier himself was 
at the shop and as 1 love black 
chocolates, 1 decided to buy them 
for my husband and my father. Of 
course I'l eat most of them,” said 
housewife Naomi Hayashi. 

"Our customers are getting 
very knowledgeable about choco- 
Jates and they tend to enjoy them 
for themselves. So we prepared 
good ones that can amuse our fe- 
male customers,” said a company 
spokesperson. 

Ina Japanese twist, men are ex- 
pected to reciprocate by buying 


chocolate cake 


Right-wing ideas 


other ideas. 


the harc 


said the vice president met with Whittington atthe 
hospital on Sunday. Cheney "was pleased to see 
that hes doing fine and in good spirits,” she said. 

Armstrong said she was watching from a car 
while Cheney, Whittington and another hunter 
got out of the vehicle to shoot ata covey of quail. 

Whittington shot a bird and went to re- 
trieve itin the tall grass, while Cheney and the 
third hunter walked to another spot and di 
covered a second covey. 

‘Whittington “came up from behind the vice 
president and the other hunter and didn't sig- 
nal them or indicate to them or announce 
himself,” Armstrong said. 

"The vice president didn't see him,” she 
continued, "The covey flushed and the vice 
president picked out a bird and was following 
itand shot. And by god, Harry was in the line 
of fire and got peppered pretty good." 

Whittington has been a private practice at- 
torney in Austin since 1950 and has long been 
active in Texas Republican politics. He's been 
appointed to several state boards, including 
when then Gov. George W. Bush named him to 
the Texas Funeral Service Commission. 


Very apologetic 

McBride said the vice president's office did 
not tell reporters about the accident on Satur- 
day because they were deferring to Arm- 
strong to handle the announcement of what 
happened on her property. Armstrong called 
the local paper about the incident on Sunday. 

‘Armstrong, owner of the Armstrong Ranch 
where the accident occurred, said Whitting- 
ton was bleeding after he was shot and Ch- 
eney was very apologetic. 

“It broke the skin,” she said of the shotgun 
pellets. "It knocked him silly. But he was fine. 
Не was talking. His eyes were open. It didn't. 
get in his eyes or anything like that. 

“Fortunately, the vice president has got a lot of 
medical people around him and so they were right 
there and probably more cautious than we would 
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women chocolate a month later on 
"White Day” in what cynics see as a 
chance for the candy business to 
cash in on two holidays. 

Chocolates also take pride of 
place in South Korea, where de- 
partment stores, gift shops and 
flower shops are filing their aisles 
with sweet treats in anticipation of 
a buying surge by young lovers. 


Valentine's Day has also been 
embraced in India, but some 
right-wing political groups have 


“1t is crass commercialization 
for (greeting) card companies 
who do business worth two bil- 
lion rupees ($45 million) on this 
day" said Jai Bhagwan Goel of 
е Shiv Sena party. 

"We are going to oppose it ina 
big way Our protest is against the 
culture of nudity and obscenity. 
We know of cases where young 
men use the festival as an excuse 
to misbehave with women.” 


In Australia, the national 
postal service has released a rose- 
scented stamp to coax people into 
returning to that lost art form, the 
Tove letter, 


Rose-scented stamp 

“Sending an SMS or e-mail 
doesn't have the same impact as a 
card you choose personally and 
accompany with а hand-written 
message of love,” Australia Post 
spokesperson Noel Leahy said. 

“The value of a heartfelt love 
letter and scented stamp із prite- 
less.” 

‘And if love doesn't work out, a 
support group in Shanghai will 
mark Valentine's Day with the 
launch of the Divorce Club. 
Around 135 men and women 
have already joined, and will be 
celebrating the end of their mar- 
riages. 

Despite the expensive trap- 
pings of romance, China's divorce 
rate in 2004 was up more than 21 
percent. AFRAP 


Cheney accidentally shoots fellow hunter in Texas 


have been,” she said, “The vice president has got 
an ambulance on call, so the ambulance came." 

Cheney is an avid hunter who makes annu- 
al trips to South Dakota to hunt pheasants, He 
also travels frequently to Arkansas to hunt 
‘ducks, among other places. 


Longtime friend 

‘Armstrong said Cheney was a longtime friend 
‘who comes to the ranch to hunt about once a 
year and was "a very safe sportsman.” She said 
‘Whittington was a regular, too, but she thought it 
was the first time the two men hunted together. 

"This is something that happens from time 
to time, You know, I've been peppered pretty 
well myself," said Armstrong. 

"The 20,000-hectare Armstrong ranch has 
been in the influential south Texas family 
since the turn of the last century. Katharine is 
the daughter of Tobin Armstrong, a politically 
connected rancher who has been a guest at 
the White House and spent 48 years as direc 
tor of the Texas and Southwestern Cattle 
Raisers Association, He died in October last 
year. Cheney was among the dignitaries who 
attended his funeral. 

Cheney was legally huriting with a license 
he purchased in November last year, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department spokesperson 
Steve Lightfoot said. The vice president flew 
back to Washington on Sunday evening, 


cording to his office. AP 


Correction 


IN THE CAPTION of the photo of the 
winning tandem in the Konica Minolta 
National Pro-Am golf championship in 
the Sports section of Feb. 11, the first 
names of the winning pro, Gerard Can- 
тада, and the tournament presenter, 
Edilberto Bravo, were misspelled. 
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Pasig cop chief, 6 PDEA men axed over shabu bust 


From page Al the number of people axed in the The six PDEA agents sacked units of the PNB the National Bu- they had fair knowledge that there members of affluent families from 
Supt, Raul Medina for command wake of the discovery on Friday will be the subject of an internal reau of Investigation and the Bu- (were) legal drug (aces) being outside of Pasig City’ Ble sid. 
responsibility and for not being of a community of drug dens а inquiry to determine whether reau of Customs, id. “This is a clear indication that the 
able to prevent “one of the biggest few hundred meters away from they had been negligent in their  Querol said the district police place is a well-known drug enclave 
оро to the police the Pasig police headquarters. duties or worse—involved in run- had wrapped up its investigation totaly embarrassing for everybody” but was surprisingly sustained to 
Wes sr today” Querel told the Police yesterday fled charges ning the so-called “one-stop and submitted its reportto him. Querol, who had earliersacked operate dandestinely for years” 
Inouinen when asked to confirm against majority of the 313 аг shop” for shabu users. Querol said the investigation seven members of the police А total of 148 people have 
reports that he had relieved the rested in the raid, while recom- "The drug den could not have focused onwhy and how thedrug precinct in the area and 12 an- been charged with drug use, wo 
Pasig police commander mending the release of 99 others. lasted this long without the coopera- enclave was able to operate, and  tidrug agents of the city and dis- with drug pushing, and 28 with 
Ает police official said he "There is a possibility that ie ton of corrupt police officals and on the performance of Medina. _ trict, indicated chat district off maintaining drug dens in the 
had learned of Medina's relief but сап be happening in other parts, men," PDEA Director General Ansel- Не said the local police had cials might also be investigated to prosecutor's office. 
а formal order had yet to be is- especially in Metro Manila,” mo Avenido said ina statement. long known of the existence of see how far the liability went. ‘Twenty-eight people were 
а оппа ficial asked not to be Philippine National Police Direc- The PDEA idendfied therelieved drug activities in Sitio Mapayapa _ Director Marcelo Ele of the An- charged with possession of illegal, 
Hamed because he was not autho- tor General Arturo Lomibao told officers as SPO2 Arsenio Gregorio іп Barangay Sto. Tomas and even ti-Illegal Drugs Special Operations drugs and 23 with possession of 
rized to speak. reporters in Dagupan City on Jr, SPO2 Oscar Rudas, 5РОТ conducted 16 antidrug opera- Task Force said the 99 recommend- drug paraphernalia. Two persons 
Miis refused to answer his Sunday, referring to the opera- Tomas Calicdan, РОЗ Eleonito Ap- tions there last year, filing cases ей for release included those who were charged with illegal posses- 
mobile phone when the INQumem tion of the Pasig drug dens. “If duhan, PO2 Felino Sumaoang and against those arrested. tested negative for shabu traces. — sionoffrearms. With reports 
tried to reach him. they can operate in that long peri- PO2 Ramil Policarpio. “The mere fac that they have "Тһе sad part is the presence from Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, 
Те васп of Medina and the od there's a possibility that some The agency exercises opera- conducted rasonthatplaceonsev- during the raid of grandparents, PDI Northern Luson Bureau, 
six PDEA agents brought to 26 police officers arein cahoots.” опа] supervision over all drug young professionals, children and and Philip C. Тиреза 
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Give achild the chance to bloom. 


Honor a loved one's memory in a more meaningful мау: 

Support the In Lieu of Flowers Program of UNICEF. 

When a loved one passes away, the natural reaction is to honor them with flowers: Butmow you can honof theinlives 
with a more lasting tribute — a gift in their name that makes а difference in the wes of children. 

in ieu of flowers, make a donation to UNICEF, and help ave children a brighter future wit better education, healthcare 
and protection from abuse. Call UNICEF at 758-1000 or 901-0154 formare details orlog on to www. unicef.oraiphilippines, 
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Nicanor A. Laudato, 

Properly Manoger, 

Loving Husband and Fother of 8 children. ~ 
St. Luke's Heart Institute Patron 
from Guam 


de Ey Kus E 

SF ор vel clóse- fo ту héart says Mr. Laudato. Physicians ih Guam referred his wife Amelia, to St. Luke's 
Heart, Institute, where she, underwent angioplasty and ‘abdominal aneurysm surgery while ‘Mr. Laudato: himself 
availed ofthe Cardiac Executive Check-up: 


ithe 25810 10 Бе Heart lristtule are attentive and communicate medical advice in a way that inspired confidence in. 
hy wife and Us; her family. The nurses are skilled ond compassionate," says Mr. Laudoto. 


*He* reveals that’ an increasing number of people In Guam and Micronesia swear by the excellent potient care 
provided by St.-Luke's. He says thot his wife, an allied health professional who works at, Guam Memorial “Hospital, 
heard: of the good work done at St. Luke's from patients, physicians and colleagues. "So when it was time for us fo. 
decide where-ta seek off-island.medical treatment, we were able to confidently choose St. Luke's." 


For heady 20 ува! patients with heart disorders have entrusted their medical core to St. Luke's Heart Institute. The 
Institute аз stayed true to Its commitment of providing total quality patient core by performing open heart surgery 
qnd-coronary.anigioplasty with very high success rates. t has the country's most advanced medical equipment, ably 
торегаіва by one.of the world's best medical staff. 


orig, Says. MrfLaudato; "зе уке ве the best." 


— M 


St. Luke's Heart Institute 


Tho superior diagnostic efficiency ond clinical success rote of S1. Luke's Heart Ламе is 
__  eomparobie with ihe bes! medical centers in the word 

Only the best is и has the lete infr ture in the M ње паз most adv d 

| И has the most complete inirosiruclure In the country 1o manage the words most advances 

accredited Бу: шуп in the diagnosis of hear! problems. lis wide отау of stote-ofthe-ort medical 


Suomen а simply unmetched, опа most of them ore available ony о! St. Шз. These ore 
a owing: « The fra PET Scanner in Southeast Asia ond the oniy one in the count 
т plectntad by the only Cyclotron inthe Philippines today • The countrys lirst operational 
d Pee n Me ME a ay Sims MM (er roa оен Men ! Да 
conventional MRI) • The country's first and only Cardioc Cothlob System with o fiot-panel э 
© Joint Camatssion У аа ~ Medical Center 
oint COMMISSION sı Luke's ноп Insitute is ably directed : 

Joint Commission s, ws Heart зле is ably directed by юр cardiologists, nierentionalsts and surgeons 7 

INTERNATIONAL. who ore supported by a highly trained омса мый No wonder the мада haa а 97% One of the world's best 


success rate on PCI (perculoneous cardiac Intervention) and 98.9% survival role, which 
‘compores favorably with the US Notional Medicore Experience of 97.9% survival rote." 


stored on S1 Lake's Heon ишта Cardiovascular Doe Inlormoton System 2005 doa 
Luke's Heart Institute saves more lives and maintains the quality of Ше of more patients. Seale Us Monona плејс барела doo Lots! Morbi and Mario States on 
St, Luke's Head Institut lives and maintains the quality of Ше of more patients LXI Us Nonna cme Spores 


St. Luke's Heart Institute is better staffed and Ьёнег equipped than опу other heart institution or center in the Philippines, old or new. www.stluke.com.ph | 
279 E. Rodriguez Sr. Blvd., Quezon City 1102, Philippines Tel: 7230101/7230301 Fox: 7231199 E-mail: info@stluke.com.ph 
"n ^ a ^ ЈА 
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UN chief seeks talks — 
as protests escalate 


ISTANBUL—TENS OF THOUSANDS OF TURKS 
Sunday took part in protests over cartoons of the 
Prophet Mohammed, as United Nations chief Kofi 
Annan urged calm and an end to “megaphone 
diplomacy.” 


In an interview with Danish 
public television, Annan called 
for dialogue in the uproar 
marked by violent demonstra- 
tions, blazing embassies and 
death threats against citizens of 
Denmark where the caricatures 
were first published in Septem- 
ber. 

He said on the eve of a meet- 
ing with US President George W. 
Bush that “we also need to 
deescalate, we need less mega- 
phone diplomacy and I think we 
should turn off the megaphone 
and begin to talk quietly to each 
other” 

The UN secretary general also 


Prosecutors 


said he found the prophet cari- 
catures “offensive in the sense 
that they are dealing with a reli- 
gion that has over a billion fol- 
lowers around the world." 

While more than 50,000 
Turks took to the streets, the 
Arab League also called for cool 
heads to prevail even as the 
United States’ top diplomat sug- 
gested the most extreme dis- 
plays of Muslim fury were or- 
chestrated by oppressive 
regimes. 

Danes have accused radical 
imams of whipping up the con- 
troversy by circulating the car- 
toons in Muslim countries, along 


TOKYO—TAKAFUMI HORIE, THE 
former chief of Internet company 
Livedoor Co. who shook up corpo- 
rate Japan with his aggressive 
business tactics, was charged on 
Monday with violating securities 
laws, Japanese media reported. 

Horie was arrested on Jan. 23, 
just months after running unsuc- 
cessfully for parliament as а rul- 
ing party poster boy for reform, 
on suspicion of trying to boost 
share prices by spreading false 
information, issuing new shares 
to “acquire” firms already under 
his control and then selling them 
for a profit to pad Livedoors 
books. 

Media reports said Horie, 33, 


US House probe faults 


WASHINGTON—UNHEEDED 
warnings, poor planning and ap- 
айу in recognizing the scope of 
Hurricane Katrina's destruction 
Jed to the slow emergency re- 
sponse from the White House 
down to local parishes, a House 
investigation concludes 


The 600-page report by a 
special Republican-dominated 
House inquiry into one of the 
worst natural disasters in US 
history concluded that late 
state and local evacuation or- 
ders exacerbated an untrained 
and inexperienced force of fed- 


charge ex-Livedoor CEO 


with more offensive drawirigs 
that never appeared in the Jyl- 
lands-Posten newspaper. 

Some of the cartoons were lat- 
er reprinted in newspapers 
across the world, from Norway 
to France, Yemen, Jordan, the 
US and New Zealand. 

"Let me say that | also support 
freedom of speech ... But that 
freedom of expression and opin- 
ion also should come with some 
responsibility, should come with 
some judgment,” Annan said. 

Arab League head Amr Mussa 
told an economic forum in the 
Saudi city of Jeddah that a con- 
frontation between East and 
West had to be avoided, 

“We Muslims who want posi- 
tive relations with the West, let's 
put our hands into the hands of 
our like-minded brothers in Eu- 
rope and America—and they are 
many—so that we can put out 
the vicious flame,” he said. AFP 


BEIRUT, LEBANON—VALENTINES 
Day in Lebanon has a somber tone 
this year Although most gift and 
flower shops are decorated in 
themes of red and white, the date of 
the holiday was changed and some 
Lebanese are not even celebrating it 
as the nation marks the one-year 
anniversary of the assassination of 
former Premier Rafik Hariri. 

“Nobody is in the mood. 
They've spoilt this day for us for- 
ever,” said Lama Abdo, а 28-year- 
old teacher browsing in one gift 
shop at a mall this 

Ап air of despondency and 
concern for the future marks the 
first anniversary of the Feb. 14, 
2005, truck bombing that killed 
Lebanon's most prominent politi- 
cian—an event that shook 
Lebanon and quickly forced the 
Syrian Army to withdraw. 

Hariris assassination was fol- 
lowed by a string of smaller bomb 
attacks that have killed or 


has denied any illegal actions. 

The reports said Livedoor was 
also charged with breaking secu- 
rities law, as were three others: 
former Livedoor chief financial 
officer Ryoji Miyauchi, former 
Livedoor director Fumito Okamo- 
to, and former executive Osanari 
Nakamura. 

The case exposed the inade- 
quacy of the Tokyo Stock Ex- 
changes trading — systems, 
prompted loud calls for a beefed- 
up securities watchdog, and em- 
barrassed Prime Minister Junichi- 
то Koizumi because ruling party 
executives backed Horie in a 
failed bid for a seat in parliament 
last September. Reuters 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


PHOTO dated Feb. 14, 2005 shows cars burning at the site ofa massive bombing which killed former. 
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri and 20 other people in the heart of Beirut. 


Lebanon somber, worried about future 
as it marks anniversary of Hariri slay 


Га 


on words which in Arabic trans- 
lates into both "Smiles of a Na- 
боп" and “When a Nation 
Died”—aired on LBC TY, shows 
Saad Hariri finally returning to 
live in Lebanon after remnants of 
the Syrian-controlled intelligence 
services are no longer active. 
Hariri, 35, is shown completely 
white-haired and leaning on a 
сапе upon his return 50 years lat- 
en 

Hariri did return to Beirut on 
Sundsy—after months of self-ex- 
ile in Saudi Arabia and France— 
to take part in what were expect- 
ed to be massive demonstrations 
Tuesday on the first anniversary 
of his father’s killing. 

Mindful of the mood, many 
restaurants and clubs agreed 
among themselves to move up cel- 
ebrations on Valentine's Day to the 
preceding weekend. But Abdo, the 
school teacher, said she will not be 
celebrating anyway. AP 


wounded a number of anti-Syrian 
personalities, forcing others, in- 
cluding Hariri’ son and political 
heir, Saad, to leave. Political divi- 
sions have translated into street 
violence on at least two occasions 
in the past month. 

“The only good thing that 
came out of the assassination is 
that the Syrians left,” said Mo 
hammed Abu Merhi, a 20-year- 
old graphic design student. “Oth- 
erwise it's been a year of death 
and destruction. 

High optimism in the wake of 
the Syrian withdrawal, the first 
parliamentary elections free of 
Syrian intervention and a UN in- 
vestigation into the murder has 
given way to frustration, disap- 
pointment and anxiety as the 
government has failed to uncover 
the culprits behind the bombings. 

Capturing such realities, a 
sketch on the political satire pro- 
gram, “Basmet Watan"—a play 


gov t-wide failings over slow Katrina response 


eral emergency responders. 

Italso said President George 
W. Bush received poor and in- 
complete counsel about the 
crisis unfolding in the Gulf 
Coast. 

Overall, the House report 
said, the federal government's 


response to Katrina was 
marked by "fecklessness, flail- 
ing and organizational paraly- 
sis." 

"Our investigation revealed 
that Katrina was a national 
failure, an abdication of the 
most solemn obligation to pro- 
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vide for the common welfare,” 
said a summary of the scathing 
report obtained Sunday by The 
Associated Press. 

“At every level—individual, 
corporate, philanthropic, and 
governmental—we failed to 
meet the challenge that was 


Katrina,” the report conclud- 
ed. 

The House findings markthe 
first of two congressional in- 
quiries and a White House re- 
view of the storm response ex- 
pected over the next six weeks. 

AP 


WORLDBRIEFS 
Calm urged over EU bird flu outbreak 


ROME—Governments urged calm on Sunday after HSN1 bird flu made Its 
first appearance in wild birds on European Union soll, while Nigeria was. 
testing what could be the first humans to be infected with the deadly virus in 
rica. News on Saturday that Greece and Italy had found swans with highly 
pathogenic НЕКИ confirmed the arrival in the EU of a virus that has killed at 
least 88 people in Asia and the Middle East and forced the culling of millions 
of birds. The virus claimed two more human lives in Indonesia, raising to 18 
the number of deaths in the country from bird flu, а health ministry official 
said on Sunday. Further suspected outbreaks In birds were reported, with 
EU member Slovenia saying It had sent samples of avian influenza HS found 
ina swan to Britain for further tests to see if it was of the highly pathogenic 
variety. European officials tried to reassure people, stressing there had been 
по human cases reported in their region. Reuters 


Northeast US hammered by record blizzard 
BOSTON The biggest snowstorm of the season belted northeastern Unit- 
өй States on Sunday, sinking New York City into its deepest snow on recor, 
Cutting power to thousands of homes, closing airports but bringing oy to 
ski resorts. “Make no mistake about It, this is a very dangerous, big storm," 
Now York Cty Mayor Michael Bloomberg told a news conference. At least 
26.9 inches of snow fell in New York's Central Park, topping a powerful bliz- 
zard on Dec. 26, 1947, that led 77 people, according to the National 
Weather Service and cy archives. There wer fe fatalities by late Sunday 
as people heeded storm warnings and stayed inside. Authorities said one 
man died when his truck slid olf a Virginia highway and another was kiled in 
= fire in Baltimore when snow hampered rescue teams. Whiteout conditions 
delayed fights and trains and shut airports in New York and New Jersey, the 
Federal Aviation Administration and the Amtrak rall service said, as the 
Storm churned up the northeast coast Irom Virginia to Мало. Reuters 


Berlusconi to lose polls, survey says 

ROME The campaign for Italy's general election kicked off with Prime Min- 
ister бимо Berlusconi contesting the accuracy of opinion polls that indicate 

пе wil lose to Romano Prods center-left. Italy's president dissolved parlla- 
mont on Saturday, raising ће curtain on a campaign that looks set to be one 
"f the most acrimonious in Italy's post-war history. The April 9-10 election. 
Will pk Berlusconi at the head ol his Incumbent "House of Freedoms” contar- 
right coalition against Prodi's “The Union” alliance, which ranges from hard- 
fine Communist parties to centrist Roman Catholic groups. Am 


Iraqi Shiites select Јааѓагі as PM 
BAGHDAD—Iraq’s dominant Shite allance on Sunday narrowly voted for 
current Premier Ibrahim Jaafar as its candidate for prime minister inthe 
Country's first permanent post-Saddam Hussein government, Ina sign of 
divisions within the United Iraqi Aliance (UIA), however, Jaafari won 64 
votes In the movement ballot to defeat Vice President Adel Abdel Mahdi by 
Just a single vote following weeks of wrangling. His appointment is to be 
formally sealed by а new three-member presidental council due to be se- 
lected by two-thirds ofthe 275-member parliament when It shs n the next 
two weeks. daafar's10-month term has been marked by а persistant insur- 
gency, something he sald he would continue to tackle іп his next term. AFP 
С ae А 
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Most Pinoys believe in lifetime partners-SWS 


MOST FILIPINOS REMAIN RO- 
mantic at heart, believing they 
are destined to be with one part- 
ner for life, a survey released 
Monday showed. so. 

The survey by independent 
pollster Social Weather Sta- 
tions found that 85 percent of 


adult Filipinos believe there is 
one person they are destined 
to be with, while only 15 per- 
cent said they did not believe 


‘Of the 85 percent, 70 per- 
cent said they had found that 
person, while 14 percent said 


said. 


they had not. Eighty-two per- 
cent of those who had not yet 
found their lifetime partners 
were “still hoping” 

that special someone, SWS 


The survey also found that 
their husbands, wives or part- 


ners topped the list of persons 
that respondents said they were 
destined to be with. 

The survey of 1,200 adult 
Filipinos was done from Nov. 
27 to Dec. 5, with a margin of 
error of plus or minus 3 per- 
centage points. AP 


to find 


RP credit image boosted 


From page Al 
agers led by then Finance Secretary Cesar 
Purisima resigned. 


Sustain gains 

Fitch said the full implementation of 
the 12-percent VAT was expected to sus- 
tain the fiscal gains made last yeas, when 
the government's budget deficit dropped 
to 2.7 percent of gross domestic product 
(GDP). It estimated that №е 
deficit-to-GDP ratio would further fall to 
2.1 percent this year. 

“This will allow the government debt/GDP 
ratio to continue its downward trajectory, al- 
leviating pressure on sovereign credit worthi- 
ness as debt ratios gradually compare more 
favorably with rating peer group medians,” 
McCormack said in a statement. 

The budget deficit last year stood at 
P146.5 billion, lower than the official ceil- 
ing of P180 billion. The better than pro- 
grammed fiscal performance was a result of 
tighter spending and higher income by the 
national treasury, which collects dividends 
from state-owned firms and invests in 
sovereign instruments, 

While believing that short-term prospects 
for the Philippines will be rosy, Fitch said chal- 
lenges to the completion of the fiscal reform 
agenda remained. It remained to be seen 
whether tax collection-raising measures like 
the new VAT law would indeed make the 
Philippine government's revenues at par with 
those ofits neighbors. 

“Even with the VAT in place, government 
revenue relative to GDP is the second-lowest 
of all rated sovereigns, and it is yet unclear 
how or whether it will increase to meet 
mounting spending pressures, which we be- 
lieve to be forthcoming,” McCormack said. 


Impeachment 
He said the government should undertake 
more fiscal reform measures to prevent down- 
ward pressure on the country's credit rating. 
Fitch also warned that “political develop- 
ments could still affect credit worthiness,” cit- 


ing continuing efforts to revise the Constitu- 
tion that could displace other legislative ini- 
tiatives, and a likely revival of the opposition's 
efforts to impeach President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo on charges that she cheated to win the 
May 2004 elections. 

Fitch believed renewed impeachment pro- 
ceedings could cast doubt on the "plausible" 
tenure of Ms Arroyo. It said destabilizing 
events could reduce tax collection or disrupt 
financial markets, with possible implications 
for public debt service 


Fair assessment 

Bangko Sentral Governor Amando Tetang- 
со ЈЕ said Fitch had made “a fair assessment 
that's in line with market sentiment and ех 
pectations.” 

Ms Arroyo said the job for the Philippines 
was by no means over. 

*We have to pay and collect more taxes 
in order for fiscal reforms to bear fruit in 
our budget. This is why I urge everybody to 
pay proper taxes to sustain the rising confi- 
dence of investors in the Philippines," a 
cheerful President said in a television fo- 
rum. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves said the 
government welcomed the improved outlook 
by Fitch. 

"Like those of S&P's and CalPERS (Califor- 
nia Public Employees Retirement System), 
Fitch's assessment reflects increasing investor 
confidence and favorable market sentiment,” 
Teves said. 

But he said there was no room for compla- 
сексу. 


Investments 

Wilshire Associates, the consulting firm of 
CalPERS, the biggest pension fund in the 
United States, recently raised the Philippines’ 
ranking among 26 other emerging markets, 
moving the country up to 14th place from 
16th last year, besting Malaysia, China, Russia 
and India 

Fitch noted that investments in the Philip- 
pines remained the lowest in Asia. 


‘The ratings firm said the amount of invest- 
ment that the Philippines corners, equivalent 
to between 15 percent and 16 percent of GDP: 
was not sufficient to increase the cbuntrys 


‘economic growth in the median сени to lev- * 


els that will reverse the declining per capita 
income. 

National Treasurer Omar Cruz said the 
“stable” outlook by Fitch was consistent with 
the assessment of the market on the Philip- 
pines, He noted that prices of Philippine 
bonds had been tightening even before the 
"stable" outlook by Fitch and Standard & 
Poor's. 

“Two stable outlooks versus one (negative 
by Moody's) confirms bullish outlook for the 
country” said Marcelo Ayes, chief foreign ex- 
change dealer at Equitable PCI Bank. 

Francis Varela, president of AB Capital 
Securities, agreed that the two-to-one 
score among the world's most influential 
rating agencies bode well for the Philip- 
pines. 

Roland Avante, treasurer at Chinatrust 
Commercial Bank Philippines, said the 
market had digested the good news, noting 
that fresh improvements in Philippine 
global bond pricing were due to the gener- 
ally favorable sentiment on emerging mar- 
kets. 

“Moody's negative outlook no longer af- 
fects the market because in a nutshell, 
they're saying they are just taking a precau- 
tionary stance and would like to see fiscal 
developments to further solidify,” Avante 
said. 

The European Union's ambassador to the 
Philippines, Jan de Kok, was upbeat on the 
Philippines, especially with the improvement 
in debt ratings outlook. 

“1 think the prospects for the Philippines 
are enormous. The confidence that will 
emerge from that is going to encourage і 
vestors from anywhere in the world and from 
Europe to yet take a look at the Philippines 
and that could translate to a further upsurge 
inthe economy.” De Kok said. With a report 
from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


Comelec deal ‘overpriced’ by P500M 


From page Al 

ed the Comelec contract with MegaPacifi for 
being tainted "with graft and legal infirmi- 
ties.” It discovered that ће Comelec’s own 
technical specifications for the voting ma 
chines were not followed. 

Benipayo said he did not submit the bank 
documents to the high court when it consid- 
ered the case. Instead, he informally in- 
formed one of the justices about the docu- 
ments. 

Drilon grilled Benipayo on his apparent er- 
ror, pointing our that it might be improper to 
talk with a justice about a case that was pend- 
ing in the high court. 

“Why did you not bring this to the attention 
ofthe Supreme Court?” Drilon asked. 

Benipayo was silent for a moment before 
repeating the question thrown at him: "Why 
did 1 not bring it to the attention of the 
‘Supreme Court?” 

“Yes,” Drilon said. “Officially, through а 
pleading.” 

"At that time, it was already submitted for 
decision,” Benipayo finally answered. 


Still pending 

But Drilon said the “mere fact that it was 
submitted for decision" meant that "it was 
still pending resolution.” 

"And this is a public interest case. It would 
have served the public interest if you submit- 
ted these documents to the Supreme Court 
through a formal pleading. Would you not 
agree?” Drilon said. 

Benipayo replied: "Maybe so, but at that 
time, 1 didn’t think it necessary to do that be- 
cause I knew we were going to win the case in 
the Supreme Court, considering the evi- 
dence.” 

Drilon was not impressed. "The question of 
winning and the question of who's responsi- 
ble for this overpricing are two different 
things Mr. Solicitor General. The question is 
why did you keep these documents го your- 
self.” 

He asked if it was Benipayo's "judgment 
call” not to inform the high tribunal. "An over- 
pricing as you said of over half a billion pesos 
and you did not find it appropriate to bring 
these documents to the attention of the 
Supreme Court?” 

Benipayo finally explained that while he 
did not formally submit the documents to the 
high court, he informed one of the justices 
about it 

“May I say this: That I officially did not do 
that, I did not commit anything in writing, but 
1 did bring it to the attention of one of the jus- 
tices of the Supreme Court,” he said. 


Propriety 


Instead of reassuring the senators, Benipayo's 
answer raised more questions, especially about 


^ ~ А 


the propriety of talking to a Supreme Court jus- 
tice about a case that was pending. 

“Isn't that unusual that a case is pending in 
the Supreme Court and you bring such an im- 
portant and crucial document personally to 
the attention of a member of the court (but) 
not officially filing to the court?" Drilon said. 

Benipayo began to explain that there was 
“a question of confidentiality" in the case, but 
Drilon immediately cut him off. 

“This is a public interest case,” Drilon said. 
“This involves overpricing. This involves half 
a billion in public funds.” 


Incorporators 

When Drilon also grilled him about govern- 
ment efforts to recover the P1.3 billion paid to 
MegaPacific, Benipayo said the administra- 
tion was “beaten to the draw” by the corpora- 
tion when it filed а case with a Makati court, 
demanding that the government pay it ап ad- 
ditional P200 million. 

Benipayo said MegaPacific was “a mere 


close ties to MegaPacific's incorporators. 

The investigators noted that Abalos and 
MegaPacific incorporator Pedro Tan had 
stood as sponsors at the wedding of a son of 
two other incorporators, the couple Enrique 
and Rosita Tansipek. 

Pimentel said Aba- 
losand other Comelec 
commissioners also 
"committed an act of 
impropriety” when 
they and their wives 
traveled to Seoul in 
2003 to visit the facto- 
ту of the voting ma- 
chine manufacturer. 

He said he was in- 
formed that the 
plane tickets and ho- 
tel accommodations 
for the trip were 
bankrolled by the 
Korean company. 
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with no real assets in 
its name, and was in- 
corporared only to 
feign eligibility for 
the bidding of the au- 
tomated contract.” 
He identified the 
incorporators. аз 
Willy U. Yu, Bonnie S. 
Yu, Enrique T. Tan- 
sipek, Rosita Y. Tan- 
sipek, Pedro O. Tan, 
Johnson W. Fong, 
Bernard L. Fong and 
Lauriano A. Barrios. 
Оп Jan. 24, Senate 
Minority Leader Aquili- 
по Pimentel Jr. scored 
the government for 
treating — MegaPacific 
officals and owners 
with “kid gloves.” 


shell corporation 


Abalos ties 

Pimentel said the 
chances of recovering 
the money һай 
dimmed after officers 
and incorporators of 
 MegaPacific “dissolved 
the company and 
closed down its office 
in Metro Manila. 

He also pointed 
out the findings of 
Ombudsman investi- 
gators who discov- 
ered that Comelec 
Chair Benjamin Aba- 
105° allegedly had 


WILSON 


WET & DRY 
HEAVY-DUTY POLISHER 


Weve deal ве m 3 
ofthe mest prasigious 
ings fs dass res, 
famous restaurants, biggest 
inal, нк know hospitals, 
mueble schools © universities, 
рай ad priae offices, 
churches and chapels, mansions, 
galones, apartments 

and бота. 


veris win dys rtt 
pent 
cat Tu 90.8960 8955532 
89-2466. 295.8775 
ces sore onem 


oa 
RADIAL 


MILLING 
MACHINE 


SH oF Sp Motor 
WIDGITAL READOUT 


"рај E он 


iue 


UNIVERSAL 44 


HEAVY DUTY LATHE MACHINE 
AVAILABLE IN DIFFERENT LENGTH 


Oureited nthe Phipps by 


SILANGAN 


EIL d 
. MORE MACHINE IN OUR SHOWROOM 


“Say yes to this Portable 
Hard Cleaner!” 


Vacuum Cleaner 
Made in Italy 
| With AFTER SALES SERVICE | 
FREE DELIVERY within Metro Manila 
Major Credit Cards Accepted. 
Deferred Payments Up To 24 Mos. 


osse. CLEANCITY COMMERCIAL INC. 


MANILA: 1851 M. OROSA ST, MALATE, MLA. Tel. Nos. 5244328 • 5240529 * 5245290 
QUEZON CITY: 646 QUEZON AVE, Tel. Nos. 1490501 « 7493709. 


f PAINFUL ELECTROCAUTERY 
EXPENSIVE LASER TREATMENT 
SURGERY NEEDED 

Pintrodiicing...... 

the amazing natural Herbal bream 
f that removes warts, moles & other skin growths. 


s FIZZ] 


ie 
[э аъ ا‎ | ИЕ | 
быш» 7 Fido 


$100% Natural... Safe & Effective 
> from Cashew Nut Extract 
рет геле ove Р 


uiu 


и билай Loner ond те 917 052820 
Su Son nwo Loss roa 7а ni? mcd 

mars Go Озун Ж гч Bay Pc SSB! 
пољана Ens e Y aroa napa Papi Cn па 


DISCO! 


EDUCATION 
be 


the best you can. 


17 - 18 February 2006 
ОРМ to 8:00PM 
EDSA Shangri-la Hotel 

ADMISSION IS FREE. 


To pre-register, log on to р 
www.bri ishcouncil.org.ph ~ 


PARTICIPATING UNIVERSITIES/INSTITUTIONS: 


University of Brighton 

City College Manchester University of Portsmouth 
City of London College Thames Valley University: 
University of Hertfordshire University of Wales, Bangor. 
British School Manila * 


EDUK ов 
EL 


BRITISH COUNCIL 
ФФ Philippines 


The UK Education 
Exhibition 


RAKWIN 


February -Two-Week 
Intensive Program 


Риба 


089008 


February 21 - Тие SP-Cubao 
February 22 - Wed 5Р-Еѕрайа 
February 23 - Thu SP-Taft 


SPeecHZS WERT 


speechpower.ph 


‘9110832 9110833. 9110834 
Tro 7987282 7387312 
E 

Woedie 23328: 


topea 
TA 5288310 
bnm 


Oue Top Фидија Recoma 
Sack Teaches 2 Call Canter Traines 


NAGE 


= 


| Tétié 


аы жаа 


p Л | 
ДМ 


1 


Y 


„ The most awaited innovation from the leadertin 


cen fe ANS 


___ Be the first to experience video calling, high speed interne 
high-tech applications with Smart 3G. Starting today, Sma 


services on a FREE trial basis in seled 


Y, 
y, NS = EN X 
to 60034 or go fo www.smart.com.ph for more information. For inquiries, please call the Smart Hotline at *888 or visit апу® 
AAR © ši Le + Nokia 6630 • Nokia 6680 « Nokia n70 « Nokia n90 • Sony Ericsson K600i + Sony Ericsson 28001 • Sony Ericsson W900i 
plies to Video Calls, High-speed internet browsing, and Video Streaming while connected to Smárt's 3G network. Standard rates мў, apply for Video Streaming and Internet browsing 
p. Aur Lii رکد‎ Rx i نوی سد ی ممت‎ шышы, ver Neca besoin ج موه‎ чынында т 


A А . , 


wireless communications has arrived. 
isbrowsing, video streaming and a host of other 


subscribers with 3G phones* can avail of these 


-ted key cities nationwide. 


ioe 


shen-connected to Smart’s 2G (GSM) network, 


Ak 


Email: feedback@inquirercom.ph website: hp wwwing7 net 
ISSN 
0116-2642 Vol. 21 No. 68 


Textus your feedback: inquirer opi ramelcity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14,2006 f 


Tre Prorat Ошу дши, Мс has ts business ander fice at 
"Chine Races Ave corner Yague and Mascardo Sts., Makati City 
"FO. Box 235) Makati Central Post Оа 1263 Makati City 


олчоп $27-3342/ 527. 
‘524-0166 and 528.0213 Fax 528-02-34. 


Publisher Isacanı УАМВОТ 
Editor in Chief Lerrv Jmenez-Macsanoc 
Managing Editor Jose Ma. D. Notasco 
Associate Editor Ава тро S. ULANDAY 
Associate Editor for Readership Rosamio A. GARCELLANO 
News Editor Artemo T. ENGRACIA Ja. * Chief News Day Desk Nuo B. PAUROM 
Opinion Editor Jonge V. Anuta. 
National Editor Релсемтно B. BaNOAYREL Ја. 
Senior Desk Editor Juan V. SARMENTO Jr. 
Editorial Consultant Амамоо Dononia 
Chief Photographer Енм U. Sarmento 
Art & Design Director Lert A. VILARIBA 


Board Chairman Мавра R. Рато. 
President ALEXANDRA PrucTo-ROMUALDEZ 
Executive Vice President Davio O. VaLDES 
Senior Vice President for Sales and Marketing Renato R. Ветово 
VP for Advertising Feure R. OLARTE 
AVP for Circulation GLORIA P. LARDIZABAL 


Readers’ Advocate LORNA Kataw TIROL 
— cam ph * TeL No. 897.8808, Lac. 342 


Mrgsreeved Боа ратай e no port o he Радна Dar p beret 
dared arc: bany means sored дал or ree spem whet tror wee PETER 


Undemocratic 


The ‘mego syndrome’ 


had “blinked” in its confrontation with the Senate == 


A T FIRST IT WAS REPORTED THAT MALACANANG 


over Executive Order 464. Later, Palace officials 
made it clear that the President had not retreated from 
enforcing the controversial order that bans government 
officials from appearing at congressional hearings with- 
out her clearance. The order was lifted only with regard 
to the Senate hearings on the budget, 


EDITORIAL — walacafang officials said. 


Malacafiang apparently took this 
step to head off a constitutional crisis. The President's de- 
cision may provide temporary relief, but it does not solve 
the inter-departmental problem. The officials of the exec- 
utive department are still banned from attending hear- 
ings of the Senate and the House of Representatives un- 


less they obtain the President's approval. 


Unless EO 464 is permanently revoked, it will remain 
a continuing source of friction between Malacafiang and 
the Senate. In the course of legislating on various mat- 
ters and investigating various issues, the Senate will 
need information from executive officials. But Press Sec- 
retary Ignacio Bunye said that EO 464 remains in effect, 
"especially for legislative inquiries which are deemed 
unproductive and clearly motivated by self-serving poli- 


tics.” 


But who will determine what inquiries are “unproduc- 
tive” and “motivated by self-serving politics”? The Presi- 
dent? In that case, the Senate can never thoroughly con- 
duct inquiries that may even just peripherally touch is- 
sues that concern, for instance, the conduct of the 2004 


presidential election, 


EO 464 violates the time-honored principle of checks 
and balance in a constitutional democratic government. 
Each branch of government is supposed to be indepen- 
dent and yet co-equal with the other branches. They can 
check one another. Without checks and balance, one 


EVER HEARD OF THE "МЕСО SYNDROME"? 

No? Its a professional hazard that journal- 
ists face. Leafing through scientific papers, le- 
gal tracts or audit tables often cause "mine- 
eyes-glaze-over" (mego) disorders. 

Transparency is not the strong suit of many 
public officials, despite the Constitution's pro- 
vision on the citizen's right to information. So, 
the press must run the “mego” gauntlet. 

“For a good story, follow the smell of mon- 
еу” Amitabha Chowdhury developed that rule 
in his searing Ananda Bazar Patrika investiga- 
tive reports of murky contracts in India. That 
involved “mego-inducing” hours of poring 
over financial data. It won for him the 
Magsaysay Award for Journalism. 

We could use more of Chowdhury’s rule 
here. President Macapagal Arroyo's Executive 
Order No. 464 bans executive department offi 
cials from testifying at budget hearings. That 
deepened the murkiness that blankets many 
agencies. 

Dense technical jargon characterize Com- 
mission on Audit reports. That infects even its 
webpage. “Some of my best friends are audi- 
tors. But would not want my daughter to mar- 
ry one,” a grizzled editor said after plowing 
through COA reports. 3 

‘Would the agency perform its watchdog role 
better if auditors were drilled in Reporting 
101? Its the ordinary taxpayer that the COA is 
ultimately responsible to. 

Still, the money trail is there, buried under 
auditing argot. Scan through the two-volume 
Annual Financial Report on National Govern- 
ment. It tosses up questions for probing. 

Irem: Amount due national government 
from government-owned and controlled cor- 
porations came to P338.5 billion! (This accu- 
mulation of subsidized white elephants consti- 
tute the fiscal crisis right there.) 

Кет: Unliquidated cash advances topped 
3.31 billion. “Comelec reported the highest 
unliquidated cash advances for the year at 
P1.6 billion” ( So, does that flush poll modern- 


ds 
Juan L. Mercado xd 
E 


end of 2004 posted “an enormous increase of 
P384.7 billion... Aggregate debt stock with 
long-term maturities reached P3,706.3 bil- 
lion." Thats a hefty 11 percent-plus increase 
over the previous years level of P3,321.6 bil- 
lion. (Can anyone tell us how much our grand- 
children will pay?) 

Or leaf through the Annual Report on Local 
Governments. It contains data on how 
provinces, cities and towns raise—and 
spend—the tax peso. And local governments 
affect citizens most in their daily lives. 

Overall, LGUS in 2004 clamped on austerity 
measures. Thus, expenses resulted in only a 
fractional increase (2.2 percent). 

But internally, LGUs show little appetite for 
change from practices flayed earlier like 
splurging on personnel services and fracturing 
the 45-percent cap. трн 

In 2002, the COA reported that salaries 
chewed up P71.1 billion. This increased to 
972.2 billion, says the COA 2004 report. 

Don't let the minuscule rise fool you. In reali 
ty “(personnel services) expenditures are high- 
er than offically reported,” the World Bank and 
Asian Development Bank. In their study “De- 
centralization in the Philippines,” they point 
‘out: “It is common practice to charge payments 
of temporary employees, e.g., consultants, con- 
tractuals and job workers, specially in engineer- 
ing departments, to maintenance and opera- 
tions or against development projects.” 

The three provinces that toted up the highest 
salary bills were (in millions): Pangasinan, 
P517.3; Laguna, P450.7; and Quezon, P483.5. 
The “billionaire” cities were: Manila, P2.12 bil- 


Juan, P180.5 million; Cabuyao, Laguna, P148.9 
million; and Imus, Cavite, P138 million. 

Was it Ernest Hemingway who once scoffed: 
“The rich are unlike the poor. The rich have 
more money?" The COA has a list of 10 “top 
spenders.” Does anyone note the lowest 
spenders? 

‘The three towns that spent just a fraction 
more than P12 million a year were: Mahatao, 
Batanes; Bucloc, Abra, and San Vicente, North- 
ern Samar. In contrast, the three top spending 
towns were: San Juan, P461 million; Cabuyao, 
Laguna, P337 million; and Вїйап, Laguna, 
P304 million, 

There are "pauper" provinces who had bud- 
gets just above P100 million: Camiguin, P132 
million; Siquijor, P119 million; and Batanes, 
P106 million. The "princes" among provinces 
were: Bulacan, P1.13 billion; Negros Occiden- 
tal, P1.01 billion; and Laguna, P975 million. 

“if you have money, even the spirits will turn 
the mills for you," the Chinese say. And the COA 
says these are the top three provinces with the 
most assets: Cebu, P1.25 billion (it also has PI 
billion stashed in the bank ); Zamboanga del 
Norte, P942 million (with P872 also in bank de- 
posits); and Negros Occidental, P899 milion. 

In this liquidity race, among cities, Manila 
drops to fourth place. The top three are Que- 
zon, P3.44 billion; Pasig, P2.39 billion; and 
Makati, P2.01 billion. 

Many LGUs bitch about lack of funds. The 
fact is few use their taxing powers, specially 
levies on land. It is often the landed families 
who get elected into office. 

Overall, tax on idle land provided about 
four centavos out of every peso earned from re. 
al property taxes. In Cebu City, speculators 
hold vast stretches of land, in the North Recla- 
mation Area 

“Our job is to tell people the things they 
don't know," Carol Marin of CBS once said. 
“Our task is to tell people things they can't ask 
inasurvey" 

And this must be done despite the mego syn- 


branch will be dominant and will reign supreme over the 
others. This was what happened during the Marcos dicta- 
torship: the President's power was unchecked, and he ex- 
ercised virtually all the powers of government. Do we 
want to return to this situation? 

EO 464 violates the democratic principle of access to 
information. This is a right exercised by the media and by 


ization down the tube?) 
Item: "Outstanding long-term debt” by the 


Боп; Makati, P1.58 billion; and Quezon, P1.21 
billion. The top three among towns were: San 


Hate 


drome. 
(E-mail: juan. mercadoGpacific.net.ph ) 


A STRANGE TOPIC IN A DAY DESIGNATED That is so because blasphemy no longer car- 


all citizens. People need to have access to information to 
be able to intelligently exercise their functions as citizens 
in a democracy. If ordinary citizens are given access to in- 
formation, the more reason senators, who are legislating 
for and on behalf of the citizens, should be given the in- 


formation they need. 


EO 464 was one of the "weapons" created by Pre: 

dent Macapagal-Arroyo to shield her from continuing 
attacks on the legitimacy of her presidency. It has been 
invoked by executive officials to avoid congressional in- 
quiries into the "Hello Garci” tapes scandal and the 
P728-million fertilizer fund scam. The opposition has 
alleged that the "Hello Garci" tapes would prove that 
Ms Arroyo cheated in the 2004 election and that a sub- 
stantial part of the P728-million fertilizer fund went to 
some national and local officials for use in the same 
election. But it seems that we will never know the truth 
about these two cases because executive officials have 
been effectively banned from talking about them by EO 


464. 


The times call for transparency and public account- 
ability. Government officials, including officials of the 
executive branch, should tell the people the truth about 
government activities and programs. They should re- 
member that the President is accountable to the people 
who (supposedly) elected her, and that as alter egos or 
extensions of the President they are also accountable to 
the people. And yet the EO would make it appear that 
they are accountable only to themselves and to the Pres- 


ident. 


EO 464 does not promote the cause of access to infor- 
mation, transparency and public accountability. It does 
not promote the cause of good government. It has to 


go. 


for love, but hate is the one thing that is 
spreading like wildfire across the world these 
days. In particular the Muslim world. Courtesy 
of Denmark, yes, the same place Marcellus in 
“Hamlet” had cause to say there's something 
rotten in. Specifically, courtesy of the Danish 
newspaper Jyllands-Posten which published 
12 cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed, sever 
al of them expressly depicting him to be a ter- 
rorist. The cartoons were reprinted by various 
European newspapers, and the result was 
mayhem. 

Literally. In most Muslim countries, the Dan- 
ish Embassies have been besieged by angry 
marchers. In Damascus and Beirut, the em- 
bassies were burned down. Thankfully, no 
Danish official has yet been reported to have 
been killed, but that may owe more to the pre- 
cautions the officials took (many flew right 
back home) than to the restraint the people 
they've colossally pissed off have exercised. 

‘The fires have spread over to this country. 
Late last week, angry Moros took to the streets 
їп Quiapo to protest the oppression. One old 
man with a flowing white beard and a prayer 
сар was livid with anger. He was beside hitnself 
in his vituperations. “We are not afraid of you, 
we are not afraid of you!” he kept shouting. 

Not even the US invasion of Iraq has 
wrenched out such cries of torment and wrath 
from the Muslim counties. Not even the US oc- 
cupation of Iraq has brought the fractious Arab 
tribes together in hatred of a common enemy. 
"The political consequences are staggering. The 
protest has already gone past Denmark to the 
United States, some Arab protesters sayin; 
the US's role as chief infidel that's encouraging 
anti-Muslim attacks of this sort. It's enough to 
make you believe the Danish cartoonists who 
wreaked havoc upon the world are closet Mus- 
lims, or the al Qaida's deep-cover fifth column, 

Jyllands-Posten has already apologized for 
offending Muslim sensibilities but refused to 
go beyond that, It defends its right to publish 
them as part of freedom of the press. Says its 
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cultural editor, Flemming Rose: “These (car- 
toons) were not directed against Muslims but 
against people in cultural life in Europe who 
are submitting themselves to self-censorship 
when dealing with Islam." 

Is this sufficient justification? 1 chink not. 
Туе seen the cartoons and read many of the 
commentaries on them, many of them 
thoughtful ones by journalists themselves, and 
1join those who say this is not an issue of free- 
dom of the press at all, it is one of basic decen- 
су and respect. Bill Clinton has called the car- 
toons appalling and compared it to anti- 
Semitism. 1 agree: Even if the cartoons were 
not addressed to Muslims in general but to 
Muslims in Europe who submit to religious in- 
tolerance, they go well past the bounds of de- 
сепсу. They do not depict those fanatical fol- 
lowers as terrorists, they depict the source of 
their faith as being so. Those are two different 
things. Islam in particular revering the Prophet 
Mohammed (1 am not a Muslim but | do not 
mind saying "Peace be on him," as is the Mus- 
lim custom when mentioning his name) in the 
intense life-and-death way that it does, i 
asking for trouble to portray him in this light. 

Tt is tempting to draw as parallel Al Jazeera 
cartoonists depicting Jesus Christ as a modern- 
day Inquisitor bidding George W. Bush torture 
the living hell out of his (Jesus) enemies, Al 
Jazeera may argue that that has some basis 
Tact, given Bush's and the American Rights 
predilection to invoke God to promote their 
murderous activities. But offensive as that is 
bound to be to Christians, and bitter as their re- 
action to the outrage would be, even that 
doesn't capture the gravity of the provocation. 


ries as much weight to Christians today as it 
during the Inquisition, when to blaspheme was 
to invite oneself to a roasting in the square. To 
appreciate the gravity of the provocation, one 
has to find a comparable core belief or value in 
Western society, one attended by the same pas- 
sionate, intense, life-and-death commitments. 
High up on the list is racial equality. The real 
equivalent of what Jyllands-Posten did is for an 
‘American newspaper to publish cartoons show- 
ing Martin Luther King to be exhorting Ameri- 
can blacks, ог African-Americans (which is the 
politically correct way to call them now), to loot 
white folks’ homes, murder their occupants and 
rape their women. And pass it off as satire, After 
Hurricane Katrina, particularly, I doubt the pub- 
lishers and editors of that paper will live very 
long to argue press freedom. 

One might argue that the parallel doesn't 
hold because an American newspaper natural- 
ly counts African-Americans among their read- 
ers whereas a Danish newspaper does not 
count Indonesians or Afghans among its own. 
But if the current furor or fury has anything to 
teach us, it is also how small the world has be- 
come, how truly balled up the globe has be- 
come. 1 myself saw the cartoons and read the 
‘commentaries in one of the most powerful me- 
dia we now have, which is the Internet, That 
alone must make us alittle more careful about 
what we say, taking stock of cultural and reli- 
gious differences, the media more than any- 
body else. None of this is to say that the media 
should bow down to public pressure, local or 
global, all of it is to say they may not raise the 
immediate cultures surrounding them as the 
prism by which all values and attitudes, all be- 
Tiefs and tenets, are to be viewed. It demands 
of us that we look at the world in a more 
catholic way (what monumental irony that 
Catholic should often parade itself as narrow- 
mindedness!) and respect sensibilities. 

It's not easy. But look at the fires engulfing 
the world today and ask yourself if that is an 
acceptable alternative, 
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THE SENATORS’ RECENT MOVE TO SEEK A 
temporary restraining order against EO 464 was 
actually unnecessary. Even before this move, the 
Supreme Court had already scheduled for Feb. 21 
the hearing on their earlier petition to have the 
EO declared unconstitutional. Apparently, the 
senators just wanted to highlight the Palace's in- 
transigence in refusing to revoke the EO, even af- 
ter it allowed the Cabinet members to attend bud- 
get hearings. 

"The EO was a direct result of the confrontation 
between the Palace and the Senate, and here both 
sides clearly must share the blame, The Senate has 
stepped up its attacks on the Executive especially af- 
ter the unsuccessful demand made by Senate Presi- 
dent Franklin Drilon on July 8, 2005 for President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to resign and the more recent 
move led by the House of Representatives to shift to 
а. parliamentary/unicameral system that would 
abolish the Senate. Throw in, too, the fact that a 
good number of senators are running for reelection 
next year and you have three good reasons for the 
increased viciousness of the Senate hearings. 

Inaddition to the string of investigations of al- 
leged administration anomalies, budget hear- 
ings have become particularly acrimonious. To 
be sure, previous administrations had their own 
tussles with Congress and a few executive offices 
have ended up with P1-a-year budgets. But these 
investigations have never been as nasty as those 
conducted in recent weeks. One House member 
has been heard to complain that the Senate bud- 
get hearings have become mini-impeachment 
trials. 

On the other hand, the administration has 
been saddled with allegations of corruption in 
various departments. The perception is that the 
EO is meant to avoid full transparency and ac- 
‘countability of its officials. GMA has to handle 
the corruption issue well as it’s the one issue that 
could erode support even among her allies. 

Former President Cory Aquino has been making 
the rounds of schools and church groups demand- 


‘THE FIRST PROTESTS AGAINST THE PUBLI- 
cation of cartoons considered offensive by Mus- 
lims have been staged here, months after the con- 
troversy was ignited in Europe. 

Initially confined to angry statements and resolu- 
tions and to a boycott of Danish products in Arab. 
countries (the cartoons were originally published in 
a private Danish newspaper), the protests have 
since escalated into loud and angry demonstra- 
tions, including an armed attack on the offices of 
the European Union in the West Bank. As Amando 
Doronila has noted, the Philippines is being drawn 
into the controversy, with protesters burning the 
Danish flag outside a mosque perhaps as a sign of 
solidarity with other Muslim communities around 
the world, With some luck, though, the Filipino 
Muslim community could avoid seeing the protests 
escalate into violence, as it has elsewhere, if only 
they would heed more sober and reasonable voices. 
from their own ranis. 

‘Gathered earlier this month for a three-day con- 
ference on "peace, development and democracy" 
Filipino ulamas or religious leaders have issued a 
Statement condemning the cartoons and demand- 
ing an apology from the Danish government but 
cautioning people from taking the violent path. Or- 
ganized by the Philippine Council for Islam and 
Democracy (PCID) and sponsored by the Royal 
Netherlands Embassy in the Philippines, the "Ula- 
ma Forum for Peace and Democracy” had 35 partic- 
ipants, mostly from Mindanao. Present in the forum. 
were senior muftis (ulama recognized as leaders by 
their peers) from Sulu, Basilan, Tawi-Tawi, Maguin- 
danao, Lanao del Sur, Marawi, Zamboanga, Davao 
and Cotabato. Other participants included six Is- 
amic institutes, and members of civil society. 
HERE'S the full text of the “Darul Ifta" of the 
Philippines on the offensive cartoons: 

‘We join our voices of condemnation with our 
Muslim brothers and sisters in every comer of 
the globe who have strongly protested the in- 
sulting publication of cartoons depicting 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). We 
are one with them in saying that ‘this vicious, 
outrageous and provocative campaign cannot 
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ing the resignation of the President and Vice Presi- 
dent Noli de Castro. She is pushing for her inaanak, 
Drilon, to be installed as president. 

Aquino's case against GMA has been known since 
July 8, but its hard to understand her beef against 
De Castro. The electoral protest filed by Loren Legar- 
da against De Castro is now being addressed by the 
Presidential Electoral Tribunal, which has opened 
more than 25 percent ofthe ballot boxes from Cebu. 
But so far, according to De Castro's lawyer, Romulo 
‘Makalintal, no significant anomalies have been un- 
earthed that could overtum the one-million vote 
margin of De Castro as well as GMA. But Aquino 
cannot wait. De Castro also has to go so that Drilon 
will get the presidency: Her Edsa supporters are ask- 
ing one another: What happened to Cory? 

While our politicians have been quarreling, 
drug manufacturers and pushers have been hav- 
ing a field day. The nation was shocked when a 
drug “flea market" was discovered not far from. 
the Pasig City Hall. There people sold drugs and 
users could buy any quantity and smoke it right 
there. The police have arrested over 300 people. 

We were in Dagupan City to join Speaker Jose 
de Venecia and his wife Gina last Sunday for an 
vance birthday celebration of sorts for Gina 
with JDV's supporters in his district. As lunch. 
was about to end, PNP Director General Arturo 
Lomibao, who was in the area, arrived and natu- 
rally we talked about the drug flea market bust. 
He told us that the PNP got wind of the flea mar- 
ket from some drug users who had turned in- 
formers. He also said that apparently some ро- 
lice officers were involved in the trade. The con- 
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be justified in the name of freedom of expression 
of the press.” Indeed, it is an undisputed law of 
human relations that the exercise of one's free- 
dom ends where the rights of others begin. Free- 
dom of the press cannot trample upon the high- 
er freedom of religion. 

"Our world has become more divided since 
9/11 and the invasion of Iraq. Militarization is 
‘wrong since it only divides us more. We are sad- 
dened that the Danish and European media have 
‘added fuel to the fire by printing a cartoon that 
has provoked anger in the hearts of Muslims 
who are already pressed to the wall. 

“Apologies are required. However, we caution 
the Ummah (the Muslim Community) in the 
Philippines against the use of violence as a way 
of protesting this insult to our faith. The teaching 
of Shariah condemns all forms of unjust and un- 
reasonable use of violence, for Islam is the reli- 
gion of peace and the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) condemns all such forms of violence espe- 
cially those done in his name. 

"The Assembly of the Darul Ifta of the Philip- 

pines joins hands with the Muslim Ummah in 
condemning the desecration of the Holy Prophet 
(peace be upon him) and calls for a sincere and 
truthful apology.” 
AS DORONILA pointed out, the conflict has been 
characterized as one of respect for religion against 
freedom of expression. Newspapers in other Euro- 
pean countries, challenging the idea that countries 
or even religions, can dictate to private media about 
what it can or cannot publish or air, have gone to the 
extent of reprinting the cartoons in defiance of the 
protesters. 


sensus among the guests was that the barangay 
officials ought to be charged, too, since the mar- 
ket wouldnt have flourished without their 
knowledge. I agree. 

Our barangay officials, who are paid by the 
taxpayers, are not being utilized for promoting 
security and fighting vices. They only become 
‘useful to politicians at election time. They should 
be hamessed to work for the welfare of the peo- 
ple who pay their salaries. 

1 was glad to be back in San Jose, Antique, after 
20 years. I was last there for the funeral of its hero 
and martyr for democracy Evelio Javier, in February 
1986. Last Friday, we traveled with Gov Sally Perez 
from lloilo to San Jose, and 1 happily noted that ex- 
cept for some very short portions, the mountain 
roads are in good condition. They are a sharp con- 
trast to the bumpy rough roads 1 took in 1984 with 
Sally, then Cagayan de Oro Mayor Nene Pimentel 
and former Sen. Eva Kalaw, who went there to boost 
Evelio's candidacy for the Batasan Pambansa (1 was 
there to cover it for Mr. & Ms. Magazine). San Jose 
has progressed tremendously in the last 20 years 
and there are beautiful houses, nice restaurants and 
cafés, and shopping malls. Apparently, Antique has 
already left the "Club 20” poorest provinces. 

‘But alas, the politics there is still division instead 
of addition. During the commemoration cere- 
monies for Evelio at the town plaza, organized by 
the governor, Manila Mayor and LP chair Lito Atien- 
та, one of Evelio's closest allies against Marcos, was 
in the midst of his speech extolling Evelios heroism, 
‘when along came a long caravan of supporters of 
Rep. Exequiel Javier, playing Evelios theme song, 
"Impossible Dream” so loud we couldn't hear Atien- 
та at some points in his speech. That certainly 
marred the beautiful three-day celebration that in- 
cluded the opening of the museum of Evelio by NC- 
СА Executive Director Cecile Alvarez. 

Ihave said this many times and its worth repeat- 
ing to my two good friends, Sally Perez and Ex 
Javier, among the people closest to Evelio during his 
lifetime: You have to be friends and join hands for 
the sake of Antique. Its big enough for both of you. 


The атах statement asserts the primacy of re- 
ligious freedom—and the related value of respect 
for religious sensibiities -over that of freedom of 
expression and of the press. In а secular democracy, 
though, press freedom is not only protected, itis de- 
fended in the law. 

is it merely a clash of cultures? The cartoonist 
might argue that he was addressing a mainly secu- 
lar audience who might not presumably be offend- 
ed by a cartoon poking fun at a religious figure. But 
Muslims feel the cartoons were drawn out of whole- 
sale disdain for their religion, and therefore offen- 
sive even ifthey were not counted among the publi- 
cation’s main audience. 

IRONICALLY, the statement was drafted and 
signed even as the ulamas were taking part in a 
series of conferences designed, in the word of 
PCID convenor Amina Rasul, “to advance the 
‘complimentary nature of Islam and democracy, 

ly at the level of the religious leaders 
and through them, the из.” In the con- 
test of Islam, Rasul said, religious leaders play a 
vital role not only in the spiritual aspect but also 
in "secular guidance.” 

‘The Ulama interacted with experts on topics 
that ranged from extracting democratic princi- 
ples from Islamic textual sources such as the Ko- 
тап, the compatibility of Islam and democracy, 
as well as the need for advancing human rights, 
especially the rights of women. AIM professor 
and former Agrarian Reform Secretary Ernesto. 
Garilao assisted the Ulama in crafting action 
plans for the promotion of peace and develop- 
ment within the context of Islam and democra- 


v 

So perhaps the cartoon protests might be a 
way of testing the assertions ofthe compatibility 
of islam with democracy, especially of the lead- 
ership's tolerance for contrary views, even if 
these views should be deemed offensive or in- 
sulting. While there are laws that protect in 
viduals and communities from character assas- 
sination and social defamation, a society's 
democratic nature is also tested by its accep- 
tance and tolerance of other, dissonant voices. 


Valentine’s and all that 


YOU'VE OFTEN HEARD IT SAID THAT THERE'S 
chemistry between two people. Turns out there's 
а real basis for that saying, according to anthro- 
pologist Helen Fisher. When you look at your 
beloved "the ventral tegmental area and the cau- 
date nucleus (the parts of the brain linked to re- 
ward and pleasure) light up... Love lights up the 
caudate nucleus because it is home to a dense 
spread of receptors for a neurotransmitter called 
dopamine ... which creates intense energy, exhil- 
aration, focused attention ... (Thus) love makes 
you bold, makes you bright, makes you run real 
risks, which you sometimes survive, and some- 
times you don't...” 

‘Aside from scientists, who understands ventral 
tegmental and caudate nucleus? C'mon you guys, 
they sound like mathematical equations for mak- 
ing incendiary bombs. When you fall in love, you 
dream that your relationship will last and lead to 
lasting happiness. The airwaves are full of songs 
about love. Most movies and plays, even those 
about phantoms and the Pearl Harbor invasion, 
are about this type of love. 

Now it turns out that the feelings that you 
would normally describe as being in love have ev- 
erything to do with dopamine and serotonin, two 
little substances that anyone who has taken a 
mood-altering drug at some point in their lives has. 
heard about. If on the other hand, you're one of 
these people who're obsessively compulsive, your 
favorite psychiatrist would have by now pre- 
seribed Prozac to correct your serotonin imbal- 
ance. People with OCD do weird things like falling 
їп love with rats (the four-footed ones) or fear 
pearl earrings or, do what Catholic naturalist taxi 
dermist Charles Waterton did. He is said to have 
turned “animal corpses into effigies of famed 
Protestants, and after his wife died, he never slept 
in bed again, preferring the floor. Occasionally he 
would hide behind couches and attack guests like 
a dog, chewing at their ankles.” You get the gener- 
al idea. 

Experiments have proven that levels of sero- 
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tonin in both the obsessives’ blood and the lovers’ 
blood are 40 percent lower than those in normal 
subjects, leading scientists to conclude that love 
and mental illness may be difficult to tell apart. But 
you knew this, having watched your best friend's 
behavior at its most illogical. People in love obsess 
over their loved ones and wear an idiots smile оп 
their faces whenever the person's name is men- 
tioned, which leads to that other saying that when. 
the love affair is over, he/she has finally come to 
his/her senses! 

Тһе majority of human beings have experi- 
enced the “symptoms” of romantic love: the de- 
sire to be with one person to the exclusion of oth- 
ers, intruding thoughts of the beloved, exagger- 
ation of the lover's good traits and tolerance (if 
пос outright denial) of his bad ones, constant 
seeking of affirmation, dependence and empa- 
thy toward the other. Even schedules are rear- 
ranged to accommodate the other's wishes. In 
the event it's not reciprocal, there is always hope 
in adversity, Obstacles even heighten the feel- 
ing; mood swings, from ecstasy to despair, are 
violent and extreme. Most people who recover 
claim it’s as if they had suffered an illness (most- 
Jy mentall). People in love are usually boring as 
they lose interest in external events and activi- 
ties and are focused on this one person. 

Naturally there is a down side to all this, What if 
the other party doesn't share your obsession or is 
interested in someone else or has lost interest in 
you? This is where lurid headlines about adultery, 
‘spousal battering, murder and suicide come into 


the picture. Jealousy is closely linked to love as 
well as divorce (once its over for one party at 
least), and depression caused by rejection. 

Tt must be a relief to realize that feelings of be- 
ing in love or being rejected usually do not last 
long. Anyone who has survived the condition 
knows it. A friend with vast experience in this 
realm contends that three months is tops for ro- 
mantic love—afterwards the furor dies down, 
thank heaven. 

This too has a logical and chemical explanation, 
described as the phenomenon of tolerance: brains 
adjust to the excessive input of dopamine just like 
any drug users. Your tolerance levels rises and you 
need more. Again physiologists explain that in the 
romantic state, the brain is full of dopamine but 
this transforms into a state of “oxytocin-induced 
attachment,” oxytocin being a hormone that рго- 
motes a feeling of connection and bonding. 

For some reason, all these explanations put a 
damper on moonlight and roses. Can you imagine 
a full moon and violins in the background and 
then realizing it has everything to do with sero- 
tonin? Or if there's no wild urges, its simply due to. 
the oxytocin? It’s enough to induce a manic-de- 
pressive state. 

Most people will attest that there is a tendency 
for romantic love to turn into fondness and attach- 
ment or worse, repugnance, the what-in-the- 
‘world-did-L-see-in-him syndrome. This is when the. 
things the beloved does which used to be cute are 
just plain irritating, like eating dirty socks for 
breakfast, for instance. 

‘At this point, it should be interesting to ask 
whether a pill could trigger appropriate reactions 
and change one’s mental state toward another per- 
son. It shouldn't be that far-fetched if emotions are. 
based on chemical substances. Actually there have. 
been enough movies and stories written about 
magic potions that induce these feelings. So what- 
ever happened to romantic love? 


Comments at bambiharper yahoo.com. 
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Working titles 


THE MOMENT IT HAPPENED, 1 KNEW I HAD TO WRITE 
about it. The title of my piece would be “Dismissed.” 

Last Christmas, my boyfriend said we needed a cooling off 
period. Two weeks later, he said goodbye to two years’ worth 
of food and constant togetherness. It was over in 30 minutes. 
Just like that. fet like Thad been dismissed! Dissed! 

То think I chose him instead of entering the convent! To 
think T gave him a sec- 
ond chance! To think I 
stuck it out with him 
even if people from 
Muelle Loney to Punta. 
Buri were calling me a 
martyr! 

Erase! Erase! Three 
days after the big dis- 
missal, I changed my 
mind. The title 1 want- 
ed for my article had 
to be more profound, 
something that would make my public licking of wounds real- 
ly worth it. I was going to title my piece, “The Confessions of a 
Chewing Gum.” 

Now thats profound. This guy, he chewed me out. He was 
the best chewer of all. And he had worked out a failsafe 
method for spitting gum, too. 

wanted to write about the luck of a chewing gum. I wanted 
to end the piece with the chewing gum getting its revenge (it 
can be very hard to pry off shoes, clothes, and hair, you know). 
Twanted to write about the relationship, which was draining, 
to say the least. In the weeks before my dismissal, 1 was like the 
cheerleader who had forgotten to take Red Bull before the 
championship game. I had this epiphany when 1 re-read my di- 
ary. Iwas so amazed at myself. What an actress! Super! 

My mom had been saying I was "coating my misery in bland 
delight" (whajever that meant). I knew there were holes in 
our relationship somewhere, but 1 chose to leave them un- 
plugged and told myself: “Well, there's always a next time. It 
"wont happen again. He's just tired and he has 65 million 
things on his beautiful mind." I was truly the tastiest, juiciest 
chewing gum there was. 

T was all set to write everything when I leamed about the - 
girl, who happens to be one of my not-so-close-but-still lose. 
friends. I had told Mr. Chewer, during one of our many conver. 
sations long ago, she was the girl 1 wanted him to be with if T 
suddenly died. He took my advice while I'm still alive 

T laughed out really hard when I learned about l'affaire. So 
it never was about me, after all. It was about him. We drifted « 
apart? We had nothing in common? I wouldn't stand by him? * 
He couldn't make time for me because of family concerns? 
Hellooo! 

By then, I knew that everything he had told me during the 
30-minute dismissal was cow dung. I had been had not once, 
but twice. Tsk, tsk, my piece needed a major rewrite. Possible 
titles now: "Men Never Change,” “Sophomore Jinx,” “Breakup 
Lines: Discovering the Subliminal,” or “Love is Never Lovelier 
the Second Time Around" (too long). 

T thought I was too angry to ever be able to sit down and / 
pound on my computer to write this. My rage lasted about a 
day, and 1 lost one pound (уећеу!). After that one very angry 
day, 1 told myself, “Enough!” I turned to all the cliches 1 knew 
for consolation: He is no longer in my life. He is not worth my 
tears. He is not the one for me. Itis for the best. God has other 
plans for me. The children in Botswana have bigger problem: 
than my one tiny dilemma. 

Needless to say, l'affaire and le dismissal sent tongues in our 
small town wagging. 1 told—no, ordered—my friends to put 
up a united front. No press conference from me, just a two- 
‘word press release saying, "No comment.” 1 expected all mj 
friends to say the same thing when asked about what hap- 
pened to us, the perfect couple gone bust. "No Comment” 
‘would have been a good title had I written this last week. 

1 turned to my faith, too. "Lord, I know Your love for me 
never fades,” I would pray. So maybe 1 thought Pd do some- | 
thing along the lines of "Out of a Heartbreak, Into the Con- 
vent... Again?” 

Nah, I don't think so. For now, Lam blissfully going to early 
morning Mass and the adoration chapel. 

Somebody tried to soothe the hurt by advising me: "Don't 
think, Don't analyze. Just be. The pain comes from the inter- 
pretation.” So enough. Stop. No more thinking about the what 
ifs because the what is don't exist. 

This year is not the year of the dog, it is the year of magna- 2 
nimity in my earlier drafts, 1 wanted to tell Mr. Chewer,"I hope 
you care about your current емее as much as you care about 
yourself" But thats mean. So instead, I would like to say to 
him: "Gol You have my blessings, remember? I sincerely wish 
you both happiness. Sincerely. The threat of nuclear devasta- 
tionis nil. Promise.” 

Tm finally writing this piece today Today, just today, Тат de- 
termined to be happy instead of immersing myself in my self 
made dramas. Just today, too, 1 know I have finally found the 
courage to write finis to that past experiment in love and loving. 

‘Chicken Little said, “Today is а new day" It is. I am loved 
and Lam love. Hmmm, that sounds like a perfect title for my 
next piece. ГЇ keep you posted. 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed.. 


Cecile Adrias, 27, teaches in a private school in Пойо City. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
‘Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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Incompetent and cynical 


FORMER SUPREME COURT ASSOCIATE 
Justice Isagani A. Cruz dismissed, in his 
Feb. 4 column, the Consultative Commis- 
sion as “a presumptuous superfluity with- 

Sout credentials or power to advise the 
rightful authorities on the serious subject 
of constitutional reform.” 

Because of his extreme bias against 
President Macapagal-Arroyo and the 
Concom members, Cruz ignored the very 
subject he pooh-poohed: "I have not 
bothered to read the proposed revision of 
the present Constitution as prepared by 
the Consultative Commission because its 
provenance is suspicious, its very exis- 
tence is doubtful, and its operations are 
uselessly expensive.” 

Cruz contrasts the “distinguished” 
members of the 1986 ConCom with the 
“shabby” qualifications of most of the 
2005 Concom members whom he saw as 
“practically anonymous and hardly reli- 
able students” of constitutional reform. 
In fact, the 55 Concom members, coming 
from different parts of the Philippines, 
are highly competent and also closely in 
touch with the people. The real test of the 


Concom members’ qualifications should 
be the quality of their ideas and propos- 
als, which Cruz refused to look into. The 
retired justice prefers to pre-judge. 

For Cruzs information, the Concom 
members made a serious assessment of 
the shortcomings of our present Consti- 
tution: (1) its outmoded and dysfunc- 
tional presidential form of government, 
(2) its highly centralized and ineffective 
unitary structure, and (3) its unduly re- 
strictive economic policies that discour- 
age foreign business from providing our 
country with badly needed capital and 
technology so that we can create many 
more jobs, increase personal incomes, 
and raise revenues for government ser- 
vices. 

Everywhere the Concom held its re- 
gional consultations around the country, 
representatives of various sectors, as 
well as local political leaders, were pre- 
sent, Records will show that they sup- 
ported the main proposals of Concom. 
But without any basis in fact, how can 
Cruz say that Concom was extravagant 
and wasteful in doing its work? In fact, 


The government's irrational rationalization 


1 STREAMLINING THE GOVERNMENT 
bureaucracy is no joke as it would put 
those who would be retrenched in а com- 
plex economic situation. They'd lose not 
only their source of livelihood but also 
their dream of receiving pension upon 
their retirement. 

ТЕ only President Macapagal-Arroyo 
spends more time with poor Filipino 
families—she should not just pay them 
very brief visits—she'd get to feel their 
fears and hopes, their vulnerabilities and 
strengths, their needs and potentials. 
She'd find out how rudely some govern- 
ment functionaries treat the poor. She'd 
understand the complexity of the finan- 
cial hardships they're going through in 
these bad times. And she'd see where 
most of the people who would be thrown 
ош of their jobs because of the heartless 
"irrational rationalization” (of govern- 
ment bureaucracy) would end up. 

In the eyes of the working poor in the. 
bureaucracy, as well as of the members 
of their families and close friends, the 
more President Arroyo insists on pushing 
through with the controversially irra- 
tional Rationalization Program, the 
more she appears to people here and 
abroad as a leader who has no heart for 
the poor. 

‘At this point in time, the Arroyo ad- 
ministration faces almost all sorts of 
threats and dangers—a predicament 


that previous administrations never ex- 
perienced. The situation calls for sobri- 
ety, and law-abiding taxpayers should be 
well advised not to get involved in desta- 
bilization moves, especially those started 
in Metro Manila’s crowded areas. 

‘There will be no end to the calls for 
President Arroyo's ouster. Already, the 
impeachment case against her is being 
revived. There is also reportedly a coup 
plot in the works—and this is being 
speatheaded by discontented junior mil- 
itary officers with support from the Mag- 
dalo mutineers and the communist 
rebels. The opposition continues to criti- 
cize the President, never mind if the criti- 
cisms are unfounded. And many see the 
irrational Rationalization Program as a 
social time bomb. Crime is all over, and 
most rampant in urban areas. Also, 
poverty continues to worsen. The figures 
оп contractual employment keep .in- 
creasing even as the rate of permanent 
employment is thinning out. The prices 
of commodities are skyrocketing beyond 
the reach of many hungry citizens. And, 
of course, we continue to hear of power 
being abused by the highest public offi- 
cials, nota few of whom are with the mil- 
itary and police. 

—ROMY V. LOFAMIA, 

043 Haring Constantine St., 
Barangay Greater Lagro, 
Novaliches, Quezon City 
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plished its im- 

portant and difficult 

mission in the shortest time possible by 
working very hard. It should be empha- 
sized that Concom's public hearings 
мете the first time in our history that 
people were seriously consulted on their 
concerns about and reactions to the pro- 
posed reforms. With the benefit of public 
consultations, the Concom proposals 
serve as useful reference for our very 
busy legislators when they themselves fi 
nally work on amending the Constitu- 
tion. 

A quote from John Locke best de- 
scribes Cruz's refusal to educate himself 
оп the Concom's proposals: "New opin- 
ions are usually suspected and always op- 
posed without any other reason but be- 
cause they are new and not already com- 
mon." 

It is not the Concom that is incompe- 
tent and “cynical.” 

—LITO MONICO LORENZANA, 
secretary general, Concom 


Senate not running away 
from Cha-cha debate 


THIS REFERS TO THE BELINDA OL- 
vares-Cunanan's column titled "To sena- 
tors: Be not afraid to debate." (PDI, 
1/24/06) It is clearly not true that the 
senators are afraid to go into a debate on 
the proposed Charter change and shift to 
the parliamentary system. Every day we 
see them on TV or read about them in the 
papers discussing the merits or demerits 
of the proposed constitutional amend- 
ments and revision. The senators see a 
necessary balance of national and local 
interests, as well as stronger civil liber- 
ties, in a bicameral system; while con- 
gressmen see a more responsive govern- 
ment in a unicameral system. 

But what is now more important to de- 
termine is how the public views the person- 
alities and institutions involved in the de- 
bate. According to a recent survey by the 
Social Weather Stations (Nov. 27-Dec. 4, 
2005), Senate President Franklin Drilon, 
who has openly opposed Charter change, 
has a net satisfaction rating of +24 percent 
compared to 0 percent for Speaker Jose de 
Venecia, the prime mover of Charter 
change. On the other hand, the Senate, 
which as a whole is against Charter change, 
has also a higher net approval rating of +14 
percent, while the House of Representa- 
tives, the majority of which wants Charter 
change, has a net rating of only +7 percent. 

Thus, public opinion clearly supports the 
‘Senate position on constitutional change. 
Из high approval rating also proves the pub- 
lies appreciation of its performance as a 
bulwark of individual liberties and civi 
rights. The House majority has abandoned 
its duty to defend the public interest on be- 
half of partisan and local interests, while the 
Senate continues to uphold and vigorously 
defend the national good. 

—JOSER. GARCIA, bureau director, 
Public Relations and Information Bureau, 
Senate of the Philippines 
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Hero’s welcome not p 


1 BEG TO DISAGREE WITH THE 
negative comments on the hero's wel- 
come accorded by President Macapagal- 
Arroyo, Manila Mayor Lito Atienza and 
other prominent personalities to Manny 
Pacquiao after the latter beat Erîk Morales 
inLas Vegas last Jan. 22. 

The hero's welcome was not just for 
Pacquiao. The TV coverage of the affair 
shows that the gold medalists in the 
SEA Games, and the honest student 
and policeman who returned to the 
rightful owners the money they found, 
were likewise honored and given due 
recognition by the President. It was a 
moral obligation and the civic duty of 
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olitical act 


President Arroyo and Mayor Atienza as 
chief executives to give them special 
recognition for their hard-earned victo- 
ries and their honesty, which brought 
honor and pride to our country. It was 
therefore clear that GMA was not rid- 
ing on Pacquiao's popularity to win 
"pogi points." 

Pacquiao stressed that he fought 
Morales, who beat him in their previous 
meeting, for pride and glory, not only for 
himself but also for his country and people. 

—DODONG L. FLORES, 
Countryside Homes Subd., 
Leon Llido Street, Lagao, 
General Santos City 


An interesting revolution 


“EDUCATION IS A PUBLIC VALUE.” HOW 
true. I read with much interest the com- 
mentary of Ms Marie Lim-Ayuyao on the 
challenges of improving public education 
and the role the community must play to 
make it happen. (PDI, 02/06/06) 

It would be interesting to see how new 
technologies, such as the Internet, can be 
used to bridge the challenge of establish- 
inga more engaging model of partnership 
between private/community stakehold- 
ers and the school community they serve. 

1 believe that community-based initia- 
tives to improve the public school system 
should be monitored and assessed regu- 
larly to ensure that the resources poured 
into such initiatives effectively serve their 


purpose. As is the rule in business, re- 
sources spent must yield meaningful and 
positive results to make a sustainable en- 
terprise. I believe a similar discipline and 
approach need to be followed in invest- 
ments that seek to develop a higher qual 
ty of human resources, which in effect 
could uplift the value of the communities 
supporting them. 

T would like to know more about the 
Education Revolution 2006 and, perhaps, 
discuss some technology enablers that 
may help in establishing a strong link be- 
tween school beneficiaries and education 
stakeholders. 5 

—RICKY PENA, 
ricky@meridiantelekoms.com 


Coco levy compromise not good 
for good governance, accountability 


WE, SMALL COCONUT FARMERS IN 
Negros Oriental, are calling for the resig- 
nation of lawyer Camilo Sabio as chair of 
the Presidential Commission on Good 
Government. We also oppose the compro- 
mise agreement (on the coco levy fund) 
being peddled by some coconut farmers 
group. 

Sabio's openness to an out-of-court 
settlement is contrary to our collective 
and fundamental interest in seeing 
through that justice is meted out to the 
millions of small coconut farmers who 
have been deprived of their right to 
benefit from the coco levy that was 
forcibly imposed on them more than 18 
years ago. 

Many of our colleagues have died 
without seeing the just resolution of the 
coco levy cases, but this is not enough, 


Some thoughts about 


WHY NOT ELECT OR APPOINT MORE 
women to government service so as to 
minimize, if not completely eliminate, 
graft and corruption in government? 
Why not convert Metro Manila into a 
“super-province” with its leader, the gov- 
emor, to be elected by the people. 1 think 
this will solve the problems and misun- 
derstandings that come between the chair 
of the Metropolitan Manila Development 
Authority and some mayors of the 
‘metropolis. And it will certainly redound 


justifiable reason to yield to an out-of- 
court settlement. We believe we will get 
our just deserts not only when we shall 
have fully recovered the coco levy funds 
and assets, but also when those who 
perpetrated this wrongdoing on us 
shall have been convicted and pun- 
ished. 

Sabio and the pro-compromise co- 
conut farmers misread our collective 
sentiments. The compromise will not 
put closure to the social sins committed 
by Eduardo Cojuangco Jr. and his co- 
horts. And it would be a debilitating 
blow to our nation's struggle for good 
governance and public accountability! 

CLARITA D. MAYPA, 

BOD chair, 

Negros Oriental Coconut Farmers MPC, 
c/oliga_agrikultura@yahoo.com 


women in gov't, etc. 


to the benefit of the people of Metro 
Manila? 

Why not increase bank interests on 
savings accounts, and at the same time, 
reduce the withholding tax on such ac- 
counts from 20 percent to 10 percent? 
This way, our people will be encour- 
aged to deposit their extra money in 
banks. 

—PAULR. MORTEL, 
MBIA Court, Malanday, 
Marikina City 
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175,000 cubic meters of spilled | 
oil in Semirara now under water 


THE CLEANUP OF THE MASSIVE OIL SPILL IN SEMI- 
rara, Antique from a National Power Corp. barge has 


to go deeper. 


Though parts of the surface of 
236 hectares of affected mangroves 
appear to be oil-free, the area un- 
demeath tells a different story. 
Under the mangroves, there are 
about 175,000 cubic meters of soil 
contaminated by the fuel that had 
settled under water after sitting on 
the surface too long, according to 
Philippine Coast Guard spokesper- 
son Lt. Commander Joseph Coyme. 
‘The amount of contaminated soil 


By Jani Arnaiz 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


SOGOD, SOUTHERN LEYTE—RES- 
cuers yesterday retrieved the bodies of 
three of the seven persons who were 
‘buried alive during a mudslide on Sun- 
day in Barangay Kahupian here. 

Sogod Mayor Sheferred Tan said 
the three were found at about 5 a.m. 
yesterday some 150 feet below the 
diff in Sitio Agas-agas, Kahupian, 
about 10 km from the town proper. 

‘The bodies of Vicente Fernandez, 
63; Nestor Samalca, 30; and Aniceto 
Mibulos, 42; were brought to the 
barangay hall and were later 
claimed by their loved ones. 

‘Tan, however, said the three and 
four others who were buried in the 

“mudslide were drivers and passengers 
of habal-habal (rented motorcycles) 
and not construction workers as earli- 
er reported by the Provincial Disaster 
Coordinating Council (PDCC). 

He said the seven were taking shel- 
ter from the rain inside an abandoned 
bunkhouse near the edge of the cliff. 

‘Mounds of loose earth, triggered by 
six days of incessant rain, hit the 
bunkhouse and swept it 150 feet below. 

Only the body of Roberto Aboni- 
ta, 42, was recovered on Sunday af- 
ternoon, as the rain hampered res- 
cue operations. 

, Rescue teams, composed of mem- 
‘bers of the Southern Leyte Emergen- 
cy Response Team (Solert) and sol- 
„diers from the Army's 43rd Infantry 
Battalion, continued to look for the 
bodies of three others identified as 
Rogelio Sarco, 30; Fernando Sarco, 
35; Anita Sarco, 35. 

‘Tan said the three were presumed 
dead because it was unlikely that 
they would survive after being 
buried in a pile of earth, 

Incessant rains for six days also 
triggered flash floods and landslides 
in nine towns in Souther Leyte, 


was determined by Jun Ballesteros, a 
hazardous materials specialist from 
the University of the Philippines with 
whom the PCG's Marine Environmen- 
tal Protection Command had spoken. 
The contaminated soil would kill 
the mangroves and the marine life, 
which were what the cleanup was 
supposed to save, said Coyme. 
“Though it may appear from the 
surface that the oil has been re- 
moved, it really just went under,” 


E-mail: pr. provincial newsinquirer.com ph. 


Coyme said in an interview yester- 
дау. “We cannot just let the contami- 

ted soil stay under the water. That 
is not saving the ecological balance." 

"The spill, which the POG said in- 
volved about 364,000 liters of fuel, took 
place Dec. 18, 2005 when а Napocor 
barge ran aground off Semirara. 

But Napocor said the spill involved 
about 200,000 liters, and reported re- 
cently that 30 percent of affected man- 
grove areas and 80 percent of affected 
coastal areas had been cleaned. 

Because of the latest finding on the 
amount of contaminated зой, the POG 
would recommend that Napocor em- 
ploy the bioremediation method to те- 
move the fuel from the sol, Coyme said. 

The РОС is supervising the 


ATION 


cleanup, which the Napocor is re- 
quired to fund and undertake. 
Bioremediation involves the use 
of oil-eating microbes that consume 
petroleum-based pollutants. 
Workers use the manual method, 
which involves spraying the affect- 
ed areas with an oil dispersant and 
then dousing it with high-pressured 
water to remove the spilled fuel 
Coyme said the use of bioremedia- 
tion was expected to save the lives of the 
‘mangroves and other marine life, but 
added the deanup would have to be 
done more quickly to lessen the damage 
it would cause to the environment. 
He, however, added the PCG was 
worried about whether the Маросог 
would be able to shoulder the in- 
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creased cost since the power com- 
pany was having trouble collecting 
its insurance claim on the ой spill. 

Napocor spokesperson Dennis 
Gana said in an earlier interview that 
the company was resolving the issue | 
concerning its insurance claims. 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla 
said as early as three weeks after the 
cil spill or as early as mid-January, an 
assurance was already given that the 
oil spill had no possibility of affecting 
the island paradise of Boracay. 

"The Philippine Coast Guard con- 
firmed this, saying there was no 
longer any threat on Boracay, amid 
concerns from various groups that 
the oil spill would adversely affect | 
the tourist paradise. 
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RESIDENTS ofa village in Tacloban City get rescued in style by а man who offered to use his jet ski to bring people across floodwaters. 


prompting the provincial govern- 
ment to place the province under a 
state of calamity. 

Three persons were declared missing 
after they were swept by Boodwaters in 
Barangay Gabi, San Francisco town on 
Panaon Island in Southem Leyte. 

‘Supt. Alfredo Sabomido, provincial 
director in Southern Leyte, said the 
three were last seen by co-workers rid- 
ing a bus on their way home to Cebu. 

But, he added, it was not known 
whether they reached their destination 
because they had not received any calls. 


Reports from the PDCC said the. 
three had been swept by floodwa- 
ters in Barangay Gabi. 

Landslides were also reported in 
Barangay Catig, Liloan town, leav- 
ing three Barangays of Estela, Pan- 
dan and Caligangan isolated. 

‘The towns of San Francisco, 
Liloan and San Ricardo were hit by 
landslides and floods in 2003, 
which killed 150 people. 

Atotal of 924 families, or 3,558 peo- 
ple, from 14 barangays of San Francis- 
о, in Panaon Island, Southem Leyte 


have been forced to leave their homes 
after continuous heavy rains for over a 
week caused the rivers to swell and 
trigger numerous landslides. 

“The evacuees are now staying in the 
town's gym, parish center and schools. 

Last Saturday, the municipal gov- 
ernment, led by town mayor Lorraine 
Asares and Vice Mayor Diego Yuboc, 
‘went around the barangays and dis- 
patched dump trucks to convince the 
residents to move to safer grounds. 

Traumatized by the December 
2003 landslides, where about 120 


Poverty 
worsened, says 


BAGUIO CITY—CORDILLERA 
poverty worsened in 2005, 
with Mt. Province now com- 
peting with Ifugao as the coun- 
trys fourth poorest province. 

Using new statistical instru- 
ments to measure poverty, the 
Regional Development Council 
(RDC) in the Cordillera conciud- 
ed that 2005 had been “the least 
performing year” for the first re- 
gion created after the 1986 Edsa 
Revolt, said Leon Dacanay, 
Cordillera assistant director of 
the National Economic and De- 
velopment Authority (Neda). 

But the “dismal” growth pat- 
tern has not convinced the re- 
gion’s largely indigenous peo- 
ples’ population to embrace 
mining to alleviate poverty 
here, the Neda admitted. 

'No new mining investments 
poured into the region, said 
Juan Ngalob, Neda Cordillera 
director, although the RDC has 
adopted a policy оп "тезро 
ble mining that is anchored on 
public acceptability” 

Benguet hosted the coun- 
пуз oldest mines, like Benguet 
Corp., but both Benguet and 
Mt, Province have rejected of- 
fers to rebuild a mining indus- 
try in their areas, Ngalob said. 


Dacanay said 


‘only 622,000 


last year, the 


vice sector. 
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in Cordillera 


Quoting an Ifugao official, 


money, but we are not hungry” 

‘The National Statistical Co- 
ordination Board (NSCB) re- 
ported a significant reduction 
in the number of poor Cordil- 
lera families, 
drop from 43. 
1034,5 percent in 2003. 

But last year, the region fell 
short of meeting its 670,000- 
job target, generating jobs for 


Between January and July 


my could only accommodate 
3,000 new employees for its ser- 


PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA—THE 
Philippine National Police filed 
murder and frustrated murder 
charges against a police officer 
tagged by his alleged cohorts as the 
brains in the ambush that wounded 
а Pampanga mayor and killed his 
aide on Sunday. 

Chief Supt. Alejandro Lapinid, 
Central Luzon police director, gave 
the main suspect, Chief Insp. Jorge 
Bar Bustos, until Feb. 17 to give him- 
selfup to authorities. 

Lapinid said while the manhunt for 
Bustos has been expanded by the na- 
tional police headquarters to Metro 
Manila and other regions, arresting 
officers have been instructed to apply 
reasonable force if the major resists 
arrest. 


study 


"we may not have 


‘SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—THE THREE- 
day "Subik! Subik! Festival,” partici- 
pated in by various stakeholders in 
this freeport, Zambales, Bataan and 
Olongapo City, succeeded in generat- 
ing awareness of this investment 
haven's potential for tourism-related 
activities, officials here said. 

Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority 
Administrator Armand Arreza said 
the festival's success could be gauged 
by the turnout of participants in vari- 
ous events and the grand parade on 
Saturday that exceeded the organiz- 
ers expectations. 


after it tallied a 
6 percent in 2000 


Cordillerans. 


Cordillera econo- 


Vincent Cabreza, 
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Cop tagged in slay attempt on mayor charged 


"There is no shoot-to-kill order on 
him. We want him to peacefully si 
mit and avail himself of due proce: 
Lapinid told reporters here on Mon- 
day. 

The charges, which were filed at 
the Pampanga prosecutor on Sunday, 
came after the police arrested two al- 
leged hired assassins. 

Tn their extra-judicial confession 
made in the presence of a lawyer, Је 
sus Sarmiento, 22, and Jefferson 
Perez, 23, implicated Bustos and his 
brother, Masantol Vice Mayor Jorge 
Jay Bustos, in the 12:30 a.m. attack 
that wounded Masantol Mayor Peter 
Flores, 58, and killed SPO4 Nicanor 
Yabut, 54. 

There were still no strong piece of 
evidence linking the vice mayor to the 


Subic execs declare festival successful 


The festival featured the best desti- 
nations and locations in the country 
for a wide range of adventure and 
ecotourism activities. It also high- 
lighted the tourist attractions of 
Bataan, Olongapo City, Subic Bay 
Freeport and Zambales. 

“I think we were successful in gen- 
erating awareness of what Subic and 
its outlying communities have to of- 
fer not only among local but also in- 
ternational tour operators," Arreza 
said. 

“We were able to show our ca- 
pacity to hold events as big as the 
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people died in Punta, a fishing vil- 
lage in San Francisco, the residents 
heeded the appeal of local officials 
who have been vigilant every time 
continuous rains are experienced. 
‘The small dam for Habay’ irrigation 
system was damaged as Habay River 
was swollen, forcing over 250 families 
in the adjoining Barangays of Habay 
Gabi, and Bungawisan to leave their | 
homes. Over 100 families have also left 
Marayag due to flooding. With a re- 
port from Joey Gabieta and Jhunnex 
Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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assassination plan, Lapinid said. The 
vice mayor has since gone into “hid- 
ing.” making no contact whatsoever 
to authorities, he added. Vice Mayor 
Bustos has not also replied to INQUIRER 
calls to air his side. 

Negotiations for the payoff of 
P120,000 in Porac on Feb. 8 and the 
execution of the attack in Masantol 
were led by no less than Chief Insp. 
Bustos, according to Senior Supt. 
Leonardo Espina, Pampanga police 
director, quoting confessions ob- 
tained from the two suspects. 

Aside from Bustos, Sarmiento and 
Perez, the charges also covered Cesar 
Sarmiento and Pete Soriano who al- 
legedly took рап in the attack. 

Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk 


242-5671 


Subic festival and upgrade our 
products for international mar- 
ket,” he said. 

George Lorenzana, chair of the 
Greater Subic Bay Tourism Bureau, 
the lead organizer of the event, was 
ecstatic. 

“We are all very happy with the 
way things turned out,” ће said, 

Lorenzana said the event turned 
out very successful even if it was 
planned barely a month ago and 
“practically with zero money” Ans- 
bert Joaquin, PDI Central Luzon 
Desk 
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DITIAZEM* 30mg Tab $30 65% 
pubis 930 65 CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC 


реком Song Tab $18 ме | Zone—President Macapagal-Ar- 
100mg Tab 540 14% тоуо wants to place this special 
PROPRANOLOL” 10mg tab 250 73% | economic zone under the Philip- 
pine Economic Zone Authority 
‘ATENOLOL? 50mg Tab $85 76% (Peza) so investors here will also 
100mg Tab 13.50 72% enjoy the tax and duty-free privi- 
А x E и | leges given to locators at the 
DAN [ZEN INE s 
Pune But the President, during a 
GücAze* 80mg Tob 575 55% meeting with reporters at the 
METFORMIN" 500mg Tab 238 sex Holiday Inn Hotel on Friday, said 
850mg Tab 700 55% the move would depend on the 
ANTLASTHMA, ‘Supreme Court's final decision on 
ЗАВДАНО" эта Syr x 6OmL 46,80 whether business locators in 
fing Tob 2.05 Clark were covered by tax and 
ANTHTUBERCULOSIS duty-free privileges under Repub- 
RIFAMPICIN 300mg Tab 14.00 dy led paps р 
450mg Tab 3000 lic Act No. 7227 or the Bases Con- 
version and Development Act. 
ANTHNFÉCTIVES. Ms Arroyo has certified as ur- 
 CEFALEXIN" 250mg Cap. 11.00 gent the bills restoring the tax in- 
500mg Cop 1725 centives to Clark and other eco- 
250mg Susp хбот. 15650 nomic zones not covered by RA 
100mg Drops pe 7227. These are House Bills 4900 
белој по = 2 de and 4901, sponsored by Tarlac 
nde. Rep. Jesli Lapus. 
MARS шох osm. 33200 НВ 4900 seeks tax amnesty for 
250mg Supx3OmL 23500 А Clark and in oi spe- 
m јин cial economic zones in Camp 
CIE GE utes 
aonan 500mg Сар 1685 Point (San Femando City, La ES 
Amonen" 250mg Сар T Union). eS + 
FOR MIGRAINE, Боне ов А ius | ПРВЕ LONCIOBALSIN JUPO NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 
seeks amendments to RA 7227 to А fisherman checks his fish cages їп a river in Darapidap, Candon City in Ilocos Sur. 
TONE E На E include the three special econom- = = id ba 
па al a 
zones like Subic in Zambales. тї " 
owe soona Ta кезмет ашышы, 5 GenSan robbers slain in clash with cops 
FOR FEVER & FLU ment Corp. president, said the 
АМА FTAMOI 500mg Tab Pills would provide a reprieve to GENERAL SANTOS CITY—FIVE Police said the victims had just one of the biggest distributor of 
120mg Syr x Onl Pere than 300 locators in Clark. suspected members of a robbery left the Land Bank branch here groceries here, 
FOR DIARRHEA "Win the approval of the two gang operating in Central Min- where they encashed a check for Police said the suspects, armed , 
ТОРЕК АМИН 2mg Cap House bills, the locators and in- danao were killed in a clash with P100,000. with handguns and riding on two. 
FOR COUGH vestors in Clark will be given as- members of the police's Regional From there, the couple were motorcycles, held the office's 
unc 15mg Syr x 60ml Sarance that the incentives being Intelligence and Investigation Di- reportedly trailed by the suspects guard at gunpoint and took with 
15mg Syr x 120ml provided them will be honored vision (RIID) here on Saturday and robbed before reaching the them P40,000 in cash. 
30mg Syr x 60ml and wil prevent them from night. terminal. Police were already waiting 
30mg Syr x 120m Scouting other areas for their ор. Supt. Willie Dangane, RID Оп Saturday evening, Da- outside as the suspects emerged 
30mg Tab erations,” said Ng. and ‘special operations group прале said an informant tipped from the office. An exchange of 
аини 100mg Tab “Then President Fidel Ramos chief, said his group has been him on the group's presence in gunfire followed. 
силан С authorized the tax incentives re- tracking down the suspects after Lapu-lapu Street. А policeman, SPO2 Gonzalo 
pee = 8 ceived by Clark locators through the group robbed the Davao City- — When the lawmen arrived at Taladtad, suffered a cut in the’ 
pm mere шашу. „e мрље у Presidential Proclamation 420. bound ‘Ablaya couple early this the area, the suspects were al- eyebrow during the encounter. 
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Ngayong araw ng mga puso, hayaan n'yong alalahanin namin kayo:. 


Sponsors and Donors 

Aquasoft e Anicete Veloso Arellano University, Manila • Ascendas Phils. Inc. 

Bristol Myers Squibb (Phil.) Inc. (MEADJOHNSON)» Calumpang, Marikina 

City Government of Marikina Club Manila Easte Cut Unlimited Ever Gotesco Malls 

& Go Tong Foundation» Food Corner Foster Foods Corporation e Garfield 

Giondy Enterprises Gokongwei Group of Companies Goldilockse Greenwich 

ЈАКА Investment *JG Summit Holdings, Inc.® Jose Rizal University, Mandaluyong City 

Kenrich International (Kickers Shoes)» Kraft Foods Philippines, Inc. 

La Consolacion College, Deparo • LGU of San Agustin, Romblon 

Mabuhay Deseret Foundation Marikina Public Markete Megasardines e Moosegear 

Mossimo Kids Natl. Federation of Egg Producers of the Phils.e Nestle Dreyers [ice cream] roi Gn 
Nestle Phils. [Nestea Product]e PAREF Northfield Private School for Boys РУКА w 
Philippine Band of Mercy Philippine Soong Ching Ling Foundation ; NS 
RBMS Shipping Lines Storyland Sulpicio Lines, Inc.® Tinapayan • Trivets 

Tupperware • UBS Securities Phils. Universal Robina Corporation 


Partners 

Amang Rodriguez Memorial Hospital e Bea Binene e BJ"Tolits" Forbes 

Charisse & Charlotte Hermosa* Childhaus® Correctional Institution for Women 

Department of Educatione DOLE (Cavite, CARAGA & Regions III, IV A, VIII) 

DSWD (Antipolo, Manila, Navotas, T'boli, Pasay)e East Avenue Medical Center 

Ella Guevarra • Fanatexte Gabriel Roxas Gat Andres Bonifacio Hospitale German Moreno 

GMA News and Public Affairse GMA Program Support Department & Creative Services Division 

Jolina Magdangal e Jose Reyes Memorial Medical Center *Leukemic Indigent Fund Endowment [L.I.F.E.] 
Miguel Aguila • National Children's Hospital e National Commission on Indigenous People (Kalinga & Region ХІ) 
Northeastern Mindanao Mission® Ospital ng Maynila e Partners Mel & Јову Armed Forces of the Philippines 
Philippine Health Insurance Company — Region Х!• Philippine National Red Cross (Region XI & Cotabato Chapter) 
Philippine Society of Pediatric Surgeons Power Pop Kids Provincial Government of Bacoor, Cavite; 

Patin-ay & Sarangganie Quirino Memorial Medical Centere RGMA – Gensane Regine Velasquez & family 

Rizal Medical Centere SISe SULADS e Task Force Davao 


Pinaligaya ninyo ang 16,873 na mga bata 
па nagmula sa Navotas, Payatas, Antipolo, МА, Cavite, Pasay, Arellano, Bulacan, Kalinga Tabuk, Romblon, Agusan Del Sur Patin-ay, Bray. Guibonon, 
Davao Del Norte, Paquibato, Davao New Carmen, Saranggani, T'boll, Gen, San., BASULTA, Catahaté at Northern, Western & Eastern Samar nitong nakaraang Pasko. 
Maraming Salamat po! 
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10 teen detainees bolt Pasig City jail 


By Edson С. Tandoc Jr. 


TEN MINORS, WITH AGES 
ranging from 14 to 17, escaped 
from the Pasig City Jail yesterday 
morning by cutting the iron grills 
of the window in their cell. 

‘The incident led to the relief of 


escapees. 


city jail warden Supt. 
goa. She was replaced by Supt. 
Pio Capistrano who immediately 
ordered his men to go after the 


More than 10 hours after the 
prison break was reported, jail of- 
ficials still refused to issue a state- 


inda Ming- 
an official statement. 


ment to media persons seeking 


But some jail guards confirmed 
that the children, jailed for 
charges ranging from robbery to 
drug possession and even rape, 
managed to escape from their cell 
on the second floor of the City Jail 


Building B at about 4 a.m. 

Most of the escapees were 
jailed just three to four months 
ago, but one of them had been in 
jail since November 2003. One of 
them was jailed for alleged rape 
in February 2004, according to a 
document given to the INQUIRER- 


For ‘bleeders,’ love is a just a touch away 


By Dulce Festin-Baybay 
Contributor 


RYAN EMMANUEL DIONISIO, 15, YANCY 
Doroteo, 15, and Eugene de la Cruz, 18, may 
look like normal teenagers. Yet inside their 
bodies, they have one thing in common. They 
have a congenital bleeding problem, a rare 
form of sickness. They are known as PWH or 
People With Hemophilia. 

‘The three—bleeders for life—are not al- 
lowed to play basketball or soccer as 
teenagers would want to do, since it is dan- 
gerous for them to get hit. 

Even if they can go to school, they may or 
may not graduate on time, if they start to 
bleed for various reasons. In serious cases, 
they need to be confined in a hospital, for 
weeks or even months at a time, for treatment 
and blood transfusion. 

People with hemophilia do not bleed any 
faster than normal, but they bleed for a longer 
time. Women who have the hemophilia gene 
are called carriers. For each of a woman carri- 
er's children, there is a 50% chance that a son 
will have hemophilia, and a 50% chance that 
а daughter will carry the gene. 

ТЕ treated immediately and given the prop- 
ег care and medicine, persons with hemophil- 
ia can live long. Eugene's uncle, Danilo Mi- 
randa, is now 52 years old. He had to stop 
schooling after his first year in high school be- 
cause his knee became swollen due to inter- 
nal bleeding. He had to stay in bed for six 
months, with crushed ice wrapped in a thick 
towel on his knee, to stop the swelling. It 
worked for a while until he had to have blood 
transfusion twice a day. 

‘Due to his delicate state, he had to stay at 
home and work as a helper in his aunts store. 
He spends his free time watching television 
and cannot leave the house unless he uses the 


a 


HIGH hopes for PWH (from left) Yancy Doroteo, Danilo Miranda, Ryan 


Cruz, Ed Lacanlale and Randolf Apanay. 


car since using public transport is dangerous 
for him, 

Recalls 38-year-old Randolf Apanay: “I 
stayed in a government hospital's free ward 
for nine months in the year 2001. Even with 
the amount of plasma they used on me, given 
by the hospital and various donors, 1 felt 1 
‘wasn't getting well. I became depressed and 
engaged in self-pity.” He was transferred to 
the UST Hospital where he stayed fora month 
before he was discharged. Now married and 
the father of two sons, Randolf works as an il- 
lustrator for the Philippine Air Force. 

Bleeders for life like Ryan, Yancy, Eugene, 
Danilo and Randolf are leading heroic lives, 
struggling to stay alive and healthy by having 
a positive attitude, being productive, support- 
ed by families and friends. 

їп 1993, a group of doctors and parents or- 
ganized Haplos (Hemophilia Association of 


METROBRIEFS 


Tree planting on Valentine’s 


ay 


A PROENVIRONMENT group has unique plans for celebrating Valentine's Day today—members 
will plant trees to show their love for abandoned children and the elderly. Regina Paterno, presi- 


dent of Winner Foundation, said they will plant at least 187 fruit trees on the grounds о! 


e Hospi- 


cio de San Jose, a shelter for older people and abandoned children in the City of Manila. "This is 
our way of celebrating Valentine's Day because this day is not only meant for lovers. It's also a day 
to show our love and concern for the environment,” Paterno told the INOUIRER. 


Tina 6. Santos 


Мо more illegal parking in Manila 
THE MANILA government formally launched yesterday а campaign to 


ARAY 
KO POI 
MAGBABAGO 
NA PO | 


make the city's traffic management system more efficient. From now 
оп, wheel clamps or a tire lock system will be used to immobilize 

cars parked on streets or in areas designated as “no parking” or "tow 
away" zones. Vehicle owners must pay а P900 fine to the city govern- 


ment before the device can be removed. They must pay the fine with- 
in three hours or their vehicle will be towed and impounded. A car 
‘owner who attempts to remove or destroy the wheel clamp will be 
fined P14,000, or face imprisonment of one month. Meanwhile, the 
Manila City Council has created a special committee that would in- 


vestigate the increasing rate of car theft incidents in the city. Coun- 


cilor Greco Belgica sponsored the passage of a resolution creating 
the special committee in aid of legislation after he lost his 1997 Mazda sports car last week. 


Tina 6. Santos 


Puppets to teach youth about health 


THE CHURCH of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, in cooperation with officials of Taytay, Rizal, the 
Philippine National Red Cross, and the Rotary Club of Taytay, will hold а family health fair and exhibit 
for students on Feb. 23 and 24, The health fair, which will be held at the Barangay San Juan multi-pur- 
pose covered court in Taytay, Rizal, includes lectures, puppet shows, and an exhibit to educate the 
youth on diseases, the dangers of smoking, drinking and drug use, nutrition, hygiene and first aid. 


nisio, Eugene de la. 
поа потом 


the Philippines Гог Love and Service), the first 
lay support group for hemophiliacs. 

Foundation secretary and director Eduardo 
©. Lacanlale said the acronym, meaning 
“touch,” isa literal way of expressing love and 
support, especially when caregivers gently 
rub or massage the swollen joints of PWH. 

Haplos has 200 active members who meet 
every other month for psycho-social support, 
among others. 

‘Ninety percent of PWH have income below 
20,000 per month. Only ten percent can af- 
ford the factor concentrate, the standard form 
of treatment, 

For those who want to know more about 
hemophilia or want to join as volunteers, do. 
nate blood, or are interested in other forms of 
support to PWH or Haplos, call (632) 732- 
5085 during office hours, and (632) 922-66- 
83 after office hours. 


‘There are at least 23 minors in 
the cell, separated from adult su 
pects, but only 10 joined the jai 
break. 

The escape, carried out just as 
the barangay curfew for minors 
expired at 4a.m., went unnoticed 
for more than four hours, until 


Worker dies 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


A MAN WAS KILLED WHEN A 
tank containing carbon dioxide 
exploded inside a refilling plant 
in Caloocan City at noon yester- 
day. 

Crisanto Oliverio, 52, a con- 
struction worker who was repair- 
ing the plant's roof, was killed in- 
stantly after he was hit by flying 
debris. 

The incident took place inside 
the Caloocan Gas Corp. com- 
pound, located in the city's indus- 
trial park along Gen. Luis Street 
in Kaybiga, Caloocan City. 

The impact of the explosion 
was so forceful that Oliverios 
body was cut into two after the 


guards conducted the morn- 
ing head count. 

‘The jailbreak placed the city in 
the spotlight for the third time in 
two weeks, following the 
Philsports Arena stampede on 
Feb. 4 and the discovery of : 
shabu den on Feb. 10. 


in explosion 


tank, which weighed around 60 
kilos and was about three-and-a 
half feet long, slammed into him, 
said Francisco Banez, a technical 
supervisor at the factory. Several 
tanks were also thrown as far as 
20 meters away from the site of 
the explosion. The compound is a 
refilling station for carbon diox- 
ide tanks. 

Northern Police District direc- 
tor Chief Supt. Raul Gonzales 
said he would recommend the 
plants temporary closure to ai. 
lowa technical team to inspect it 
to ensure the workers’ safety. He 
added that although carbon diox 
ide is not flammable, it could still 
pose a danger to workers if there. 
are no safety measures in place. 


1 more dead in Tondo blast 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE GRENADE EXPLOSION ON 
Sunday afternoon at the Parola 
Compound in Tondo, Manila that 
Killed four people has claimed an- 
other life 

Roger Buhayan, 53, of Gate 13. 
‘Area B, Parola Compound, died 
of shrapnel wounds at the Gat 
Andres Bonifacio Hospital hours 
after the incident, according to 
РО2 Jerico Jimenez of the Manila 
Police District (MPD) Homicide 
Section, Buhayan was drinking 
with his neighbors in the com- 
pound when suspects Eugene Or- 


Car hijackers kill stude 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


A TEENAGER BECAME THE 
latest casualty of car jackers who 
struck at BF Homes, Parafiaque 
Sunday night. 

Richard Capili, a 19-year-old 
nursing student, was shot dead 
by three men who also took the 
van he was driving. SPO1 Gen- 
eroso Partolan said the incident 
took place inside the subdivision, 
in front of the LBC Landeo Center 
Mall on Gil Puyat Street corner 
President's Avenue, at around 
6:30 p.m. on Sunday. 

Capili had parked in front of 
the mall to wait for his sister. As 
he sat inside his grey Toyota Revo 
(plate number WRY-883), three 
men boarded the van. 

"According to witnesses, a scuf- 
fle ensued between the victim 
and the suspects. The victim 
might have resisted the suspects 
so he was shot,” Partolan told the 
молие yesterday. Case investi- 
gator, PO2 Tio Calvo said in his re- 
port that witnesses saw the sus- 
pects maul Capili before they 


already 


heart 
Supt, 


What’s so special about these top cops? 


THE NERVE OF DIR. VIDAL 
Querol, chief of the National Cap- 
ital Region Police Office (NCR- 
PO), when he said he was having 
the Pasig City police chief investi- 
gated for failing to stop the oper- 
ation of the “shabu flea marker” 
right in the heart of the city! 

If there is anybody to be in- 
vestigated, it should be Quero! 
because he’s the Big Boss of the 
police in Metro Manila. 

By putting the blame on his 
subordinate, Senior Supt. Raul 
Medina, Pasig police chief, 
Querol was trying escape respon- 
sibility. ТЕ Querol has any deli- 
cadeza at all, he should ask to be 
relieved on the principle of com- 
mand responsibility. 

Ifa regional commander could 
be sacked for not being able to 
stop “jueteng” in his region, 
much more so a regional com- 
mander under whose very nose. 


dangerous drugs were being sold. 

Querol cannot escape responsi- 
bility for the open, large-scale sell- 
ing of shabu (methamphetamine 
hydrochloride) at the Mapayapa 
Compound in Pasig City. 

‘The raid was a slap on Querol 
because it was conducted by 
another group, the anti-illegal 
drugs task force under Dir. 
Marcelo Ele Jr. 

Tm reminded about the 
Japanese police many years ago. 
А policeman in a town far from 
‘Tokyo raped a housewife while 
he was pounding his beat. 

Asa consequence, the offend- 
ing cop's immediate supervisor. 
and the town's police chief com- 
mitted hara kiri (suicide). The 
mayor of the town resigned. 

m not saying Querol should 
commit suicide in shame. The 
least he can do is ask to be re- 
lieved for incompetence. 


ON 
TARGET 
Ramon 
Tulfo 


Querol’s 
force chief, 


densi 
pound in Pasig? 


^ ^ ^ 


anti-drugs 
Supt. 
Valeroso, is allegedly his fair- 
haired boy. Valeroso raided 
drug dens in Cavite, way out of 
his jurisdiction, but why wasn’t 
he able to touch the 60 drug 
ide the Mapayapa Com- wi 


Of course, the persons to be 
blamed for the existence of the 
shabu fea market are Medina, 
Pasig police chief, and Chief Supt. 
Oscar Valenzuela, director of the 
Eastern Police District (EPD). 


‘The EPD headquarters is only 
а few meters away from the flea 
market for drugs. 

їп this country, only the small 
fry get to be punished for wrong- 
doing. The big fish get only a slap 
onthe wrist, 

Director General Art Lomibao, 
PNP chief, told me that he would 
order Medina’s relief if the raid 
yielded positive results, He told 
me this as we were planning the 
raid together with my brother 
Erwin and Dir, Marcelo Ele. 
Lomibao repeated this to me at 
the shabu flea market after it 
raided by 100 fully armed 
police commandos and mem- 
bers of Ele's national anti-drugs 
task force, Lomibao scolded 
Medina at the scene. 

But so far, only the police com- 
munity precinct chief, a mere in- 
spector (police lieutenant), was 
sacked along with his men. 


task 
Jerry 


heard a gunshot. 

‘The teenager was able to get 
out of the car and cry for help. But. 
one of the suspects, armed with a 
45-cal pistol, shot him, the re- 
port said, The suspects then fled 
оп board the victim's car, leaving 
Capili slumped on the pavement, 
said Calvo, According to Remie, 
the victim's father, his children 
had stopped at a grocery and à 
drugstore before going to a book- 
store. "My daughter said she was 
inside. 
when she heard gunshots. She 
saw her brother slumped on the 
pavement of the parking lot,” 
Remie said in a phone interview 

The teenager was brought to 
the Paraflaque Medical Center 
but he was declared dead on ar- 
rival. He sustained a lone gunshot 
wound on his right armpit. The 
bullet passed through th 
of his lungs before it reached his 


Parafiaque police chief 
Ronald Estilles said ап 
artists sketch of one of the sus- 
pects had already been sent out 
то different police stations. 


the bookstore 


arteries 
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tige and Alex Caniojan (not Eu- 
gene Candilasa and Alex Laniojan 
as earlier reported by the police) 
approached the group and 
mauled Rodrigo Ogatis. 

‘The police had reported earlier 
that the suspects target was 
Buhayan. Jimenez, however, said 
it was Ogatis. 

After a few minutes, witnesses 
heard an explosion, caused by an 
МК? grenade which Ortige was 
allegedly carrying. Ortige and 
Caniojan were killed instantly 
along with two bystanders. Ten 
other persons, including four 
children, were injured. 
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` B2unlikely heroes 


M а Heat melt 
Pistons as Wade 
/A20 sizzles 


MVP Tangkay out 
of Finals decider 


PBL punishes temperamental Painter 
t^ 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE LEAGUE'S MOST VALU- 
able Player will be missing 
the most important game of 


the conference. 

Rain or Shine will be without Jojo Tangkay 
when the Elasto Painters and the Magnolia Wiz- 
ards clash in the winner-take-all Game 5 of the 
PBL Heroes Cup title showdown on Thursday at 
the San Andres Gym. 

The Commissioners Office suspended the 
Painters’ main man yesterday for committing his 
second unsportsmanlike fou! in the series. 

Tangkay named MVP just last week, punched 
Magnolia's top gunner Arwind Santos on the 
nose in the closing seconds of Game 4 last Sun- 
day. The Wizards won the match in overtime, 61- 
57, to tie the best-of 
five series at 2-all. + 

In Game 3, Tangkay 
was also slapped with 
ап unsponsmanlike 
foul after also hitting 
Santos in the face. 

“It pains me to sus- 
репа Jojo, who is the MVP of the conference, but 
Thave to enforce the rules of the league,” said 
commissioner Chino Trinidad in a statement. “He 
should not have done it, he had already been giv- 
ena warning.” 

‘The commissioner also warned Tangkay, who 
was fined a mere P600, that a repetition will war- 
rant a lifetime ban from the league. 

Still, coach Caloy Garcia believes the Painters, 
who blew a 2-0 lead in the title series, have 
enough in their offensive arsenal to remain com- 
petitive in Thursday's do-or-die contest. 

“With or without Tangkay, we are going to play 
our game on Thursday" said Garcia. 

‘Tangkay led the league in scoring with an av- 
erage of 16.45 points in the elimination round. 
His numbers dipped dramatically in the finals se- 
ries, norming only 8.5 points and 8.7 rebounds. 

The 6-foot-1 veteran, though, regained his 
form in Game 4 by leading the Painters with a 
team-high 18 markers. 

“There was no intention on the part of Jojo to 
hit Arwind,” Painters’ team manager Boy Lapid 
said in a statement. "Wê instructed our players to 


GAME THURSDAY 
(San Andres Gym) 
3 pun—Rain or Shine 
үз Magnolia 
(Game 5 Finals) 


PFF head says ‘godfather’ 
behind ouster conspiracy 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


NO LESS THAN THE FOOTBALL "GODFA- 
ther” Jose Vito Borromeo, is behind moves to 
oust Johnny Romualdez as president of the 
Philippine Football Federation. 

This was contained in a press statement 
handcarried by Romualdez to the INQUIRER ed- 
itorial offices yesterday. 

It said PFF “sources” learned about a recent 
gathering, hosted by Borromeo, among select 
provincial association presidents to hear out 
Asian Football Confederation official Cristy 
Ramos’ gripes against the PFE 

Ramos, the former president of both the 
Philippine Olympic Committee and the na- 
tional women’s football federation, blasted 
the PFF last week for its failure to send the RP 
women’s Under-19 team to a world qualifying 
toumament in Thailand next month. 

Ramos said the non-participation was a re- 
sult of the "PFFS negligence” in not being able 
to forward the Philippines’ entry form to the 
tournament on time. 

Borromeo admitted to the Inquirer in a 
telephone interview last night that he indeed 
hosted the gathering. But he said that the 
meeting did not discuss moves to oust Ro- 
mualdez, 

He said the group talked about how to 
make Romualdez "а proper president.” 

“We don’t want to kick him [Romualdez] 
out, we want to make him become a proper 
president,” said Borromeo, who is also the 
president of the national Capital Region Foot- 
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FOR punching Magnolia's Arwind Santos twice 
inas many games, Jojo Tangkay (above) will miss 
theall-or-nothing Game 5. msaa 


make a quick foul in the hope that they will miss 
their charities. 

"Vie did not intend to maim anybody” 

‘The Painters were on the verge of claiming 
their second straight tide and seventh overall af- 
ter winning Game 1 (70-68 in overtime) and 
Game 2 (75-73) of the series. But the Wizards 
fought back in Game 3 (80-70) before that Game 
461-57 win in overtime. 
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ball Association. 
“Ayaw namin ng 
gulo (we don't want 
trouble). We just 
Want to say our 
piece" 
Romualdez said 
lagunas Апшо 
Pacificador, Cebus 
Jonathan Maximo 
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Tanjuatco Ш were = = 

the football associa- ISUZU CXZ BOOM TRUCK ЈЕ 


кешир Чоп presidents рге- 
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мотоа. 


sent during the meeting. 

The statement said Pacificador took the op- 
portunity to also “gripe about the PFE” and 
that Maximo, a member of the PFF board, is 
"known to always play both sides." 

Romualdez said Borromeo' group intends 
to use the PFF Congress scheduled Feb. 25 in 
Iloilo as a political arena. 

The statement also pointed out that Вог- 
romeo had reneged on his pledge to release 
PLS million for the RP team in the 23rd 
Southeast Asian Games last month after Ro- 
mualdez had “refused to heed his [Bor- 
romeo's} advise to bring in [trainer Juan] Cu- 
tillas and to train [the team] in Baguio, in- 
stead of China." 

РРР competitions director Pablito Araneta 
said that Romualdez still has the numbers and 
any move to unseat him "will only serve to 
further unite his allies for the PFF election 
scheduled for 2007." 
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GONZALES: Big start 
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FILIPINO GRANDMASTER-CANDIDATE JAY 
son Gonzales bested French John Henneteau at 
the start of the 20th International Cannes Chess 
Festival Sunday at the Palais Festival Hall in 
Cannes, France. 

Gonzales, the country’s top scorer in the 2004 
Chess Olympiad, handled the white pieces with 
precision to prevail in 41 moves of an English 
‘Opening and join compatriot and Paris-based IM 
Joseph Sanchez among the early leaders. 

‘Sanchez, a native of Cebu City and former 
trainer of Filipino GM Mark Paragua, also han- 


heroes for 
Purefoods 


TWO PUREFOODS MAINSTAYS, BOTH NEOPHYTES IN A РВА FI- 
nals, played like grizzled veterans in the Giants’ 103-97 win over 
the Red Bulls in Sunday's Game 3 of the San Mig Coffee Fiesta Con- 
ference title showdown. 


Rookie Jondan Salvador and 


sophomore guard 
came through with 
when they mattered 


the Giants score a breakthrough 
win in the series, and avoid 
falling into a 0-3 hole where no 
team in the 31-year history of the 
title playoffs has come out of. 
‘Thrust into the starting unit in 
lieu of Marc Pingris, Salvador, 
picked fourth overall in the last 
Rookie Draft, rose to the occasion 
and pumped in 14 points, the last 
оп a reverse layup off a perfect 
feed from Kerby Raymundo that 
gave Purefoods a 97- 
Апад, meanwhile, proved to 
be a steady presence at the back 
court, providing the leadership 
and spunk during a decisive 


stretch in the first 


lowed Purefoods to take control. 

“There was a surprise package 
in this Game 3,” said Purefoods 
Chunkee coach Ryan Gregorio. 
"Somebody whom | have not 
used for a long time but delivered 
the goods for us—Paul Artadi. 

"Maybe you have forgotten 
Paul Artadi but he can single- 
handedly break Red Bull's press." 

The former University of the 
East star held his own against the 
Bulls’ bevy of point guards, con- 
tributing six points, four assists 
and two steals while coming off 
the bench. 

The two gave Purefoods fresh 
legs and the key hits that allowed 
the Giants’ bench to outscore its 
counterpart for the first time in 
the best-of-seven title showdown, 
3121. 


Paul Artadi 
clutch plays 
most to help. 


90 cushion. 


half that al- 


Quirimit rules 
Tour qualifying 


time 


ARNEL Quirimit 


VALHANDUMON 


trial race 


ARNEL QUIRIMIT, THE 2003 TOUR CHAMPI- 
оп, topped the individual time tial of the 
2006 Tour Pilipinas qualifying in Tagaytay 
Ci yesterday, clocking one hour, 13 min- 
utes and 8.74 seconds over ће 40-kilome- 
ter route., 
Michael Reyes, another Tour veter- 
an, was second in 1:13:36.97 and 
Rener Clauna was thid in 
1:14:05.62 on the second day of 
‘qualifying for this summers 10- 
stage Tour scheduled from April 20 
to30in Luzon. 
‘Rounding out the top 10 in the 
ITT hosted by Tagaytay City Mayor 
Abraham "Bambol" Tolentino and 
supervised by the Philippine National 
Cycling Association headed by Paquito 
Rivas were Anthony Miranda 
(1143696), Santy Bamachea 
(1:15:04.76), Oscar Rindole (1:15:11.33), 
Joel Calderon (1:15:1175), Johnny 
Bautista (1:15:38.59), Anthony Abellera 
(1:16:05.36) and Reynaldo Navarro (1:16:06.09). 

Baler Ravina ruled the first day of qualifying—a 

147.4-km massed start race. 

А total of 180 cyclists vied in the two-day qualify- 
ing for the Tour which is being organized anew by 
Dos-1 headed by Gary Cayton. Eighty cyclists will 
join in this year’s Tour seeded bets Warren 
Davadila, the 2005 champion; Frederick Feli- 
сало, Rhyan Tanguilig, second and third placer, 
respectively; and top rookie Renato Sambrano. 
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SPORTS 
Gonzales, Sanchez down French foes Patriots 


Фей white to beat another local player in 33 
moves of a Caro-Kann defense while countryman 
GM Nelson Mariano Il ended his game in a draw 
after 53 moves of a Sicilian Defense. 

“Naway makuha ko na dito ang huling GM 
norm ko para makumpleto па ang GM status ko (1 
hoping to get my final GM norm here to complete. 
my GM satus)," said the 33-year-old Gonzales 
through text message. 

Gonzales’ first GM result came in the 2004 
Calvia Open where he finished third with 7.0 
points in nine rounds. He fell half a point off a 
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INSPIRED GAME: Paul Artadi shakes off Red Bull's Topex Robinson in Game 3. 


norm in the World Chess Olympiad in Majorca, 
Spain, after finishing with 8.0 points in 11 match- 
es. Gonzales placed sixth in ће individual dassi- 
fication on Board 4. 

He eamed his second GM result in the Asian 
Zonal eliminations in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
last September. 

‘Among the favorites are GM Igor Miladinovic 
of Serbia and Montenegro (Elo 2607), GM 
Sergey Fedorchuk of Ukraine (2590) and GM 
Ivan Ivanisevic, also of Serbia and Montenegro 
(2588). Marlon Bernardino, contributor 
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repulse 
Jaguars 


THE LA SALLE-DAS- Г 
тапйаз Patriots woke 
up from a slumber in 
the third period and 
turned back the Philip- 
pine School of Business 
‘Administration Jag- 
wars, 69-62, yesterday 
in the 13th National 
Capital Region Athletic 
Association (NCRAA) 
men's basketball tour- 
nament at the Olivarez 
College gym. 

JR Rosales fired 21 
points to spark DLSU- 
D to its third triumph in six games. 

Earlier, Jun Perlas unloaded 16 points to lead- 
National College of Business and Arts to an 87-77 
decision of AMA Computer College. 

"The Arellano University Flaming Arrows and 
the St Francis Doves also stayed unbeaten. 

James Martinez sank 19 points for the Flaming 
‘Arrows, who stormed to their eighth straight win 
‘with an 80-66 crushing of Polytechnic University 
ofthe Philippines. 

Michael Rabor scored 21 points for the Doves, 
who notched their seventh straight win at the ex- 
pense of NCBA, 80-68. In women's play the PMI 
Lady Admirals downed PUR 69-52. 


CSA spikers a win 
away from crown 


COLEGIO SAN AGUSTIN (CSA) DEMOL- 
ished St. Scholastica, 25-2, 25-6, to sweep 
the elimination round and move a win shy 
of retaining the Elementary (Competitive) 
division crown of the 11th Women’s Vol- 
leyball League Sunday at the Ateneo Grade 
School gym in Quezon City. 

The Dasmarifias Village-based squad will 
face in the finals slated Feb. 26 the Diliman 
Preparatory School (DPS), a team they have 
beaten twice in the preliminaries. 

The DPS crew clinched the second champi- 
onship berth after repulsing pesky Poveda 
Learning Center, 25-22, 25-21. 


GAMES TOMORROW л 
(LaSale Dasmariñas 
| m 
tos0am—PSBAvs 
PM (court 1). NCBA 
vs ССМ (court 2) 
12 noon—La Sal- 
Dasmarinas vs ACSAT, 
Olivarez Colege vs 
PATTS 
120pm st Francs 
ve PUR La Sale-Das- 
marinas vs PUP 
(women) 


SOMETIME AGO—WAS IT 2001?—1 HEARD 
someone зау, “That guy will never win a ma- 
jortournament." 

‘The "someone" who said that was then 
опе of the country's leading lights in Philip- 
pine golf. He still is. 

The “guy” he was referring to is none oth- 
erthan Gerard Cantada. 

1 didn't reprimand that "someone" for 
downgrading Gerard. Gerard was so over- 
weight you won't think he could really win a 
bigone. 

But then, in 2002, Gerard almost won the 
Philippine Open at Wack Wack. He had 
crowded the opening round leaders before 
eventually finishing a fighting fourth. 

You know what Gerard, overweight then 
as he still is today, did after receiving his 
prize of P200,000? 

He gave half of it to the victims of the Mt. 
Mayon Volcano eruption that year. 

God must have been impressed by Ger- 
ard's kindness that the following year, He 
made Gerard the winner of the 3rd Konica 
Minolta National Pro-Am, which was then 
known as the U-Bix/Riviera National Pro- 
‘Am, at the Riviera Golf Club in Silang, 
Cavite. Gerard did it with his amateur part- 
ner, JR Tanpinco of Bacolod. 

Other than God's intervention, what 
seems to be the message of all ofthat? 

You don't judge anyone by his appear- 
ance, in the same manner that you don't 
judge a book by its cover. 

But a bit of history first before I proceed 
discoursing on Cantada's improbable feats 
as a 300 Ib-plus athlete. 

The Pro-Am was born in 1958 at Fort 
Bonifacio with pros and amateurs as part- 
ners hitting one ball alternately. It died in 
1996 when Fort Bonifacio was privatized. It 
was revived by U-Bix Corp. chair and CEO 


Cantada corners Konica—and how 
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Bert Bravo in 2001 in partnership with the 
National Golf Association of the Philippines.” 

Of course, nobody was surprised when 
Bert Bravo, a topnotch lawyer, took it upon 
himself to revive and personally bankroll 
the fabled event. He has staged three big 
tournaments in the Nineties at the Manila 
Golf Club, Wack Wack and Manila South- 
woods where he almost single-handedly 
held the NGAP.organized 1997 Philippine 
Open. 

Noli Kempis and Erwin Vinluan won the 
U-Bix/Riviera Pro-Am in 2001, followed by 
Raul and Paul Mifioza in 2002. 

When Cantada and Tanpinco won in 
2003, everybody dismissed the feat as “pure 
luck." Again, Cantada's weight was the cul- 
prit 

The tournament was scrapped in 2004 
chiefly to add that year's purse to the 2005 
edition to sweeten the pot to P1.5 million 

Again, Cantada weighed 300 Ib-plus in 
2005. 

‘Again, Cantada won the tournament with 
тапріпсо in 2005. 

No team has won the tournament three in. 
a row since its birth 48 years ago. 

Thus, when the 300 Ib-plus Cantada and 
Tanpinco won the Sth Konica Minolta Pro- 
Am at Riviera's Langer last Saturday, every- 
body stopped talking. 

Suddenly, Cantada wasn't just a winner 
three successive times. Together with Tan- 


pinco, Cantada also rewrote Pro-Am history 
by becoming the tournament's first winners 
three ina row. 

Oh, yes, the legendary Ben Arda won it 
six times—the most by anyone. But not 
three straight, even though he won it three 
times on three different years with the now- 
departed Simplicio Taguiam. 

"| can't remember а team winning it three 
straight times,” said Taby Tabaniag, 86, the 
acknowledged father of the Pro-Am, who 
conceptualized the unique event in 1956. 

So, who says size—if not weight—mat- 
ters in golf? 

“Now I can relate to Gerard,” said the 
roly-poly Bert Bravo, smiling, minutes after 
Gerard had stepped out of the 18th green of 
Riviera, “Like Gerard, I own a wide body, 
too. And, like Gerard, 1 haven't quit playing 
golf” 

You can say that again, Kabsat Bert. 

Didn't John Daly, as stout and almost as 
heavy as Gerard Cantada, win both the PGA 
Championship and British Open? 

Not the size, nor weight, but the swing— 
and heart. 

FASTBREAK. My gratitude to Luke Pasil- 
iao, Quinito Henson and that cable, pay-per- 
view wizard, Dennis Uy, for coming to the 
rescue regarding tickets 1 needed for The 
Zombies concert last night at the Araneta 
Coliseum, not to mention, of course, Steve 
O'Neal. Luke, a stalwart at Solar Sports & 
Entertainment, had tried hard also to supply 
me with tickets to the Andy Williams Show 
tonight and for which I am most thankful 
again... Also tonight, Richard Merk is 
putting up a great Valentine show at Merk's 
in Greenbelt 3 Makati. Cheers! 
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RP Marlboro team survives ordeal. 


TRUSTYOURSELE 

Thatwas the biggest lesson Symonette Lim, a 
27-year-old computer programmer, learned. 
"when she joined the Philippine squad in the 
Marlboro Adventure Team odyssey in the forbid- 
ding desert expanse of Moab, Utah, recently. 

“Ten grueling days of extreme sports action un- 
der the searing sun pushed Lim to overcome ob- 
stades she initially thought she could not hurdle. 

“Tough rail rides on motorcycles and quad 
bikes, rappelling, rowing and long treks were 
among the activities Lim and four other Filipinos, 
along with other adventure seekers from across 
the globe, had to complete in the 10th edition of 
the MAT in a non-competitive atmosphere. 

"At first, 1 didn't really rust myself enough," 
said Lim. J asked myself Kaya ko ba to?" Baka 
mahulog ako sa bangin (Am î up to this? Lmight 
fallin the ravine)." 

T helped th fellow рил MAT patticipants 


John Valiente, Paqui Gonzales, Wesley Chiong- 
bian and Reggie Casallos, as well as the mar- 
shals, were there to goad and back her up. 

But it was the thought of completing the some- 
times mind-boggling tasks that spurred her on. 

Gonzales, Valiente, Lim, Chiongbian and 
Casallos stood out among some 33,000 Filipinos 
who vied for slots in the Philippine squad to the 
Moab odyssey and were rewarded with the ad- 
venture of lifetime, courtesy of Philip Morris 
which shouldered all their expenses. 

Philip Morris Phils. Manufacturing Inc. man- 
aging director Chris Nelson and Marlboro brand 
manager Eric Carandang said a new set of thrill 
seekers will be formed to savor the experience. 

Lim is an outdoor adventure enthusiast, hav- 
ing conquered several mountains locally "But 
MAT was a different scale," she said, “Sobrang 
great accomplishment. It was awesome.” 

‘dente said he and the rest af his teammates 


were happy to see Lim complete a tough asceiit 
on huge rocks that most male participants had 
trouble dimbing. 

“She was on the verge of tears from the or- 
deal, but she didn't quit,” said Valiente, in Fil- 
ipino, who together with Lim was assigned toa 
team with other foreign participants. The three 
other Filipinos were dispersed to other squads. 

Like the rest of her teammates, Lim said the 
fear and fatigue—aside from the icky feeling af- 
ter several days without a shower—almost dis- 
appeared every time they took a breather to ap- 
preciate the picturesque and magnificent views 
of Moab and the surrounding National Parks 
reaching elevations of 6,000 feet. 

“The environment helped heighten the experi- 
ence,” she said. "1 leamed that 1 could really talk 
to people, and that we had a lot in common with 
people from other countries. [Is а happy] ad- 
venture. Is sad it had а end." 


FILIPINO computer. 
programmer Symonette Lim 
pulls her backpack across a 
stream in Moab, Utah. inset, 
riders negotiate a desert track, 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2006 


eves == PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ===> 


SPORTS 


BATANGAS MILO 21K 
Desamito upsets 
favored Ballester 


an Bernardo Desamito Је $ 
showed up former cham- 
pion Allan Ballester to rule 
the 21K men's qualifying 
race of the 30th National 
Milo Marathon here Sun- 
day. 

Desamito and Ballester 
matched stides from the 
start but the 2000 and 2001 
Milo Marathon winner suf- 
fered leg cramps with 15 
kilometers to go, allowing 
the eventual regional cham- 
pion to pull away. 3 

The runner-up behind N 
Rene Herrera in the 10K АМО 
т ite Bio Pasa Пака 
Kalikasan last week in Manila, Desamito finished 
Sundays race in one hour, nine minutes and 48 
seconds to pocket the P10,000 top purse. 

He also towed into the national finals on Dec. 
10 Ballester who salvaged second in 1:10:13 and 
third placer Michael Canillo (1:11:13). 

"I don't know why I suffered cramps because 
Tm in shape,” said the 31-year-old Ballester, in 
Filipino. “But | promise todo well in the Finals." 

Ballester the 2003 Southeast Asian Games 
marathon champion, pocketed P6,000 while 
Carillo got P4,000. 

Meanwhile, 19-year-old Marcel Maquilan 
topped the ladies’ qualifying ofthis annual foot 
race held in parmership with Bayview Park Ho- 
tel Manila, Cebu Pacific, Adidas and Powerbar. 

Already the winner of the SK Takbo Para Sa 
Kalikasan last Saturday, Maquilan completed the 
21K course in 1:30:09 to capture her first leg tide 
inthe Milo Marathon and qualify to the final. 

"Maquiln, who is from Panay, will be compet- 
irig for the first time in the Finals along with Liza 


Jesamito (left) and Ballester with Skm to go. 


Delfin and Perly Yambao. Delfin placed second in 
1:30:38 while Yambao was third in 1:52:38. 
Batangas City Mayor Eddie Dimacuha fired 
the gun that flagged off about 3,600 runners. 
“Topping the SK fun run were Mark Reyes, Jerwin 
Bidbid and Dindo Ciabal (men) and Jinky Calusa, 
(Christine Delfin and Melinda Dilla (women). 
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Heat melt Pistons as Wade sizzles 


NEW YORK—DWYANE WADE SANK THE GAME-WINNING BASKET 
with 2.3 seconds left on the clock to give the Miami Heat a 100-98 win 


over the Detroit Pistons on Sunday. 


Wade scored 37 points, includ- 
ing the Heats last 17, as Miami 
rallied to beat the Pistons for the 
first time this season. 

Wade finished 15-for-27 from the 
field and 7-for9 from the foul line, 
hauling in eight rebounds and scoring 
28 of his points in the second half. 

“It was fun,” Wade told re- 
porters after the game. 

“This win was important for 


WADE: Unstoppable in the fourth. 


CKS forges 
title clash 
with Xavier 


CHIANG KAI SHEK COLLEGE BANKED ON 
Johar King to down St. Jude College, 80-68, 
and gain the second finals berth in the Metro 
Manila Tiong Lian Basketball Association 
(MMTLBA)-Hitachi Cup basketball champi- 
onship at the UNO gym in Manila. 

‘The 5-foot-11 King fired 29 points as Chi- 
ang Kai Shek forged a best-of-three title 
showdown with early finalist Xavier School. 
Game 1 is scheduled today. 

‘Alexander Wong and Justin Shaun Chua, a 6- 
6 prized recruit from Bacolod City, added 23 
points between them for Chiang Kai Shek of 
coach Sunny Co with team adviser Joel Yap. 

Carl Cua finished with 28 points for St. Jude, 
which forced a sudden death march with a 61-58 
міл over Chiang Kia Shek last week. 

Xavier School earned the first finals berth 
by besting UNO High; 77-58, in the other 
crossover semis. 

Leading the charge for the Patrick Aquino- 
mentored Xavier are 6-3 senior forward John 
Woodward Co and 5-9 guard Charles Justin. 


Nat’! Muaythai 
starts March 18 


THE WORLD MUAYTHAI FEDERATION PHILIP- 
pines (АМЕРЫ) will be holding the 2006 Nation- 
al Muaythai Championship on March 4at the Amo- 
anto Sports Complex in Quezon City The event is 
being held to select members of the Philippine 
‘Team that wil compete in the 3rd World Muaythai 
championship set March 18:26 in Thailand. 
Entries must be submitted to WMEPhils of- 
fices at Unit 7-B, Vernida 1 Bldg., 120 Amorsolo 
St. Legaspi Vil., Makati City tel/fax 02-8929176 
and at JC-159 Beatriz Emporium, La ‘Trinidad, 
Benguet, 074-4218361. се: 0916-2289131, 
0920-2927588. Email: wmf phils@gmail.com. 
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WORLD RECORD: Olympic and world pole 
vault champion Yelena Isinbayeva of Russia. 
sets anew world record in Donetsk, Ukraine, 
Feb. |. Isinbayeva raised her own world 
record by a centimeter to 4,91 meters. isuras 


WINTER OLYMPICS 


can pull it out.” 


ош confidence. Any game where 
мете down, we can always look 
back to this game and know that 
we did it against a good team and 


Shaquille O'Neal added 31 
points for the Heat, with 21 of 
them coming in the first half. De- 
troit led 59-49 at the half. 

The Pistons stretched that lead 
to 84-71 after three quarters, be- 


fore Miami staged their biggest 
comeback of the season. 

Miami finally tied the game at 98- 
98 on Wade's basket with SS seconds 
left Detroit then missed a pair of shots 
before the Heat got the ball back with 
25 seconds left, setting the stage for 
Wade's game-winning 16 footer 

The Pistons had one last chance 
but Tayshaun Prince's 3-point at- 
tempt missed at the final buzzer. 

Chauncey Billups scored 29 
points and had 10 assists to lead De- 
troit, losers of three of their last five. 


TOP JUDOKA: Korean Hee-Tae Hwang (left) slams French Meheddi Khaldoun down in 
their under 90 kg category men's final at the Paris Judo tournament, Feb. I2 in the Palais 
Omnisports de Paris-Bercy. Hwang won the gold medal. 


РА 


Australia, US bets advance 


LONDON—AUSTRALIAN NEWCOMER CHRIS 
Guccione steered his country to a 3-2 victory 
over Switzerland in their Davis Cup World 
Group first round tie on Sunday. 

"The 20-year.old, playing only his second Davis 
Cup tie, beat George Bast in the fifth rubber to put 
the 28-times champions into the quarter finals 

Australia, who were without former world 
number one Lleyton Hewitt, host Belarus in 
the last eight after they pulled off a shock 4-1 
win over 2004 winners Spain in Minsk. 

Belarus, along with holders Croatia, Argenti- 
na, Chile, France and Russia, had made sure of 
their progress after Saturday's doubles rubbers. 

The United States joined them on Sunday 
when Andy Roddick eased past replacement 
Razvan Sabau to give his side a winning 3-1 


lead over Romania in San Diego. 

Former world number one Roddick, who 
vomited on court during his five-set defeat by 
Andrei Pavel on Friday, won 63 63 6-2 
against the world number 112. 

Sabau replaced Romanian number one Vic- 
tor Hanescu, who was injured during Satur- 
day's doubles rubber. 

‘The United States will next host Chile, who 
have an unassailable 3-0 lead over last year’s 
finalists Slovakia on the clay at Rancagua. 

‘Australia’s Guccione beat Bast, 7-5 6-3 7- 
6, after Stanislas Wawrinka had kept the 
hosts, minus world number one Roger Feder- 
er, in the running with a win over Peter 
Luezak to level the score at 2-2. Quarterfinal 
ties take place from Apr. 7109. Reuters 


Oberholser makes breakthrough 


PEBBLE BEACH, CALIFORNIA—A LUCKY 
break at the par-four 15th helped Arron Ober- 
holser settle his fraying nerves and go on to 
secure а five-stroke victory at the Pebble 
Beach National Pro-Am on Sunday. 

‘The 31-year-old American, his swing creaking 
under mounting pressure on the back nine at the 
Pebble Beach Golf Links, pushed his drive well 
right and watched as his ball bounced twice on a 
cart path before ending up to the left ofa tree. 

From there, with an opening to the green, he 
struck his second shot to seven feet and sank the 
birdie putt to restore his five-shot cushion over his 
closest challenger, South Africa's Rory Sabbatini. 

Californian Oberholser parred the last three 
holes for a level-par 72 to win his maiden PGA 


Tour title at a course he has known since he was a 
teenager 

‘A former college student at the nearby San. 
Jose State University, he came to Pebble Beach for 
the first time to watch the 1992 US Open with a 
friend. 

"We watched the first round and saw (Jose 
Maria) Olazabal, (Fred) Couples and (Tom) Kite 
fora few holes,” he recalled. “i remember that like 
it was yesterday. 

Oberholser, а twice champion on the minor US 
Nationwide Tour who eamed $1 million for his 
victory at the 2004 Shinhan Korea Golf Champi- 
 onship, believes he can now challenge the game's 
elite because of an improved mental approach. 

Reuters. 


French daredevil cops downhill gold 


TURIN—CHAMPAGNE FLOWED 
in the Italian Alps on Sunday af- 
ter Prench daredevil courage 
drove Antoine Deneriaz to down- 
hill gold at the Winter Olympics 
and Italy won its first gold medal. 

‘Armin Zoeggeler was the toast of 
the town when he gave the hosts vic- 
tory in the singles luge but the bubbly 
was no longer on ice for American 
figure skater Michelle Kwan. 

Instead, she was lelt weeping and 


numb after injury robbed her of a 
chance of gold. 

In the men’s cross-country skiing 
30-km pursuit in Pragelato, Norway's 
Frode Estil had to settle for silver but 
stole the limelight from Russian win- 
пег Eugeni Dementiev after an ex- 
traordinary fightback. 

He fell at ће start of the race, took 
several skiers to the ground with him. 
and lost one of his skis. But from 
ТР, he carved through the field and 


gave Dementiey a run for his money 
before losing out for gold. 

Ar the same venue, Estonia's Krisi- 
na Smigun celebrated a complete 
change of mindset, style and support 
team with a gold medal in the wom- 
en's cross-country 15-km pursuit. 

The American “lying tomato,” 
redheaded Shaun White, spun gold 
in the snowboarding halfpipe and 
19-year-old Dutch speed-skater Ireen 
Wust skated the race of her life to win 


the women's 3000 meters. 

But it was misery for American 
‘Apolo Anton Ohno who slid out of 
the mens 1,500 meter semifinals 
and into a lowly ninth place. 

"The gold was won by three-times. 
‘world champion Ahn Hyun-soo, of 
South Korea. 

“Ticket sales have met a budget tar- 
get of 64 million euros three days af- 
ter the Games officially opened. orga- 
nizers said Reuters 


“Dwyane took the game over" 
Pistons coach Flip Saunders said. 
“He got a lot of shots up and we 
couldn't get any help over.” 

Richard Hamilton added 25 
points for Detroit (41-9), while 
Rasheed Wallace scored 25 points. 

Miami, which improved to 31- 
20, held the Pistons to just 14 
points in the fourth quarter. 

1n Boston, Paul Pierce scored 31. 
points аз the Celtics beat the Orlan- 
do Magic 102-94, while Manu Gi- 
nobli scored 29 points as the San 


‘Antonio Spurs beat the Indiana Pac- 
ers 92-88 in Indianapolis. 

In Washington, Gilbert Arenas 
scored 27 points as the Wizards 
beat the Philadelphia 76ers 107-97 
and the Raptors beat the Portland 
‘Trail Blazers 114-81 in Toronto. 

In East Rutherford, Vince 
Carter scored 24 points as the 
New Jersey Nets beat the М 
waukee Bucks 94-79. — Reuters 


SOLAR SPORTS: 8 a.m.—San Anto- 
nio vs. Cleveland (replay at 8 p.m.) 


SPORTSWATCH 


Espiritu settles for 10th place in Langkawi 
KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA-—HEAVY RAINS FORCED THE CANCELLATION OF 
‘Stage 10 of the TM Le Tour de Langkawi, enabling Pagcor-Casino Filipino rider 
Viclor Espiritu to snatch 1th place inthe Asian Rider Overall race at he dose of 
the event Sunday here. The organizers and the race jury decided to abandon the 
56-km criterium final stage after bad weather rendered the roads slippery and dan- 
gerous for the field. They instead used the standings at the end of Stage 9 as the fi- 
fal result That enabled Espiritu to make Ìt to Asia's Top 10 ist after reclaiming the 
09 spot during the individual ime tria in Stage 9 in Melaka His total time of 
27:20.47 was some 21 minutes behind Asian champion Hossein Askari of Giant 
Asia. Down to just three men, the Pagcor-Casino Fiipino Team, backed here by 
Philpost, Air21, Unitab, UCPB Gen., Vellum Cycles and the Philippine Sports Com- 
mission placed sich and last inthe Asian Team Classification ruled by Japan. 


Campomanes heads appeals jury 

HONORARY WORLD CHESS FEDERATION (FIDE) PRESIDENT FLORENCIO CAM- 
pomanes has been named head of the appeals jury in the 37th Chess Olympiad set. 
May 19 to June 3 in Turin, ly. In making Campomanes‘ appointment, Fide presi- 
dent Kirszan Iyumzhinov has given extra significance to the Flpinos long years in 
World chess. The Turin Olympiad marks Campomanes’ 50-year service to world 
chess, string from the Philippines" frst participation in Moscow. Campomanes 
became Asian zone president, Fide vice president and eventually head of the world 
chess body from 1982 to 1965. 


NUSP, PSI launching reset 


THE LAUNCHING OF THE NATIONAL UNIFIED SPORTS PROGRAM (NUSP) AND. 
the putting into operation of the Philippine Sports Institute (PSI) at the Mult-Pur- 
pose Arena of Philsports in Pasig City is rescheduled on March 20-21, the Philip- 
pine Sports Commission (PSC) announced yesterday. "In ight of the stampede in 
Philsports last Feb. 4 which left 74 people dead and hundreds injured, the PSC is 
‘observing a 40-day mourning period in the Filipino tradition of honoring the dead," 
chair Wiliam Ramirez said. The occasion was originally scheduled on Feb 16-17. 


Matula Fairview tennis club prexy 
BUSINESSMAN МАТ MATULA WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE SSS NORTH 
Fairview Tennis Cub during its recent general assembly. Other officers elected 
were Tony Marcelino, vice president; Eddie Galvez, secretary: Dr. Noe Bercero, 
‘treasurer, Tiboy Cruz, auditor, and Danny de los Santos, Nikko Balbuena, Rolly 
Mabalot Jess Fernandez, Ely Depalco and Dr Vicente Curimao, directors. The new 
се wil be sworn in Бу former Quezon Cty Rep. Chuck Mathay on Feb. 18. 


AIM President's Cup Feb. 18 

THE ASIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT (AIM) ALUMNI ASSOCIATION-PHILIP- 
pine Chapter and the Kelab AIM Malaysia wil be hosting the AIM Presidents Cup 
2006, on Feb. 18 at the Perangsang Templer Golf Club, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
‘The eventis part of a three-day affair that would bring together AIM alumni from all 
‘over the globe. This event will start on Feb. 16 and is open to both golfers and поп- 
goles For details, call (632) 892.4011 locals 2103, 2105, 340 or 331 


CAGE CHAMPS: Imus Pilot-Cavite's Jerome Cananay with his I2-under 
teammates after capturing the Cherifer Tangkad Sagad Basketball 
‘Tournament over the weekend at the San Beda-Alabang gym. Also 
shown are Imus Pilot coaches Arnulfo Nepomuceno and Ronnie Yoahn 
with Cherifer product manager Tom Meneses, tournament director 
Edmundo Badolato and organizer Bernard Ocampo. 


Tropang Rizal Cockers fellowship 

THE TROPANG RIZAL COCKERS WILL HOLD A FELLOWSHIP AFFAIR ON FEB. 
18 at the Chowking Restaurant in Tikling, Taytay. Gamefowl industry leader Thun- 
бату Power Feds wil host the event as wel as a free seminar on breeding and 
ockflhting. Attendees need опу to present five empty packs of any Thunderbird 
products. Industry experts мі! discuss gamefowl raising, conditioning and point- 
ing. Meanwhile, the United Cockers Club based at the Texas Cockpit in Antipolo 
City has announced thelr derby schedule for 2006. The first leg will be on Feb. 28. 
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‘SECOND PLACERS: PSC Commissioner Joey Mundo congratulates the 
team of St. Scholastica-Westgrove/Don Bosco composed of Therese 
Marie Santos, Luis Antonio Baranagan and Andrea Marie Santos for 
second in the inter-schoo! sprint distance competition of the 
Lakeshore-National Triathlon Championship in Mexico, Pampanga. 
Lakeshore chair/CEO architect Nestor Manglo awaits his tum. 
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Cowboys 
in the 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


FOR GAY PEOPLE WHO FEEL UNDER-REP- 
resented in mainstream cinema, “Broke- 
back Mountain" just might usher in а more 
queer-visible age. The film's success- 
es—from being а critic and audience fa- 
vorite to multiple Oscar nomina- 
tions—have underscored the strengths of 
the gay cowboy movie, and it won't be long 
until the rest of Hollywood jumps on the 
bandwagon. While not a revolutionary en- 
terprise, the film brings an aptly coura- 
geous endeavor to life, dissecting a still- 
touchy subject with heartfelt perfor- 
mances from its mostly young cast. 

Versatile Ang Lee is apropos for it, as the film- 
maker has sensitively tackded homosexuality be- 
fore, in the 1993 drama “The Wedding Banquet.” 
Part of his visual style is characterized by lingering 
establishing shots—it may seem that the frst 20 
minutes are devoted to stock shots of massive 
mountains and flocks of sheep walking endless- 
1y—but he also focuses on the mostly non-verbal 
exchange between two hunky cowboys in love. En- 
nis Del Mar (Heath Ledger) and Jack Twist (Jake 
Gyllenhaal), co-workers in a Wyoming ranch in the 
early 19605, discover and explore their sexuality on 
the escapist terrains of Brokeback Mountain. 


Escape 

Overall, the movie reflects the real-life 
pathos of gay men forced to stay in the closet 
by finger-wagging homophobes. The lovers, 
like many gay people we know, try to move on 
by marrying their girlfriends, spiritedly and 
memorably played by Michelle Williams and 
‘Anne Hathaway. As “fishing buddies,” howev- 
er, Ennis and Jack escape their unhappy fami- 
ly lives from time to time. 


КУ | 


ЈАКЕ and Heath Ledger: A sad and beautiful tale 


As with many supposedly forbidden ro- 
mances, their secret union can only end in 
tears. And weep with them, we do. Ledger, 
Gyllenhaal, Williams and Hathaway, who, not 
too long ago, all starred in some generic teen- 
geared movies or soaps, show more substance 
and depth (not to mention, skin) with these 
more mature roles. This career-shaping turn- 
ing point illustrates their range, as each of 
them surges with passion, longing, disap- 
pointment and, in Ennis case, self-loathing. 
Ledger truthfully and very capably plays a 
role that even some Hollywood A-listers may 
find daunting. While 
his faux accent 


Will ‘Brokeback’ break SM ban? 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


THE QUESTION WAS FIRST POSED BY FILM- 
maker Mel Chionglo, former member of the 
Movie and Television Review and Classifica- 
tion Board (MTRCB), now member of the 
Cinema committee of the National Commis- 
sion for Culture and the Arts: “Will Oscars 
frontrunner ‘Brokeback Mountain’ serve as 
the test case for SM's R-18 ban?" 

According to Macie Imperial, director for fim 


could always appeal with the MTRCB. 

Imperial said they had no intention of doing 
that. "Were quite happy with the present rating. 
If we reapply for an R-13, the MTRCB might ask 
us to cut certain controversial scenes, which we 
feel are essential to the development of the love 
story” 

Camaligan said SM would lift its R-18 ban on- 
ly “if that film becomes a box-office hit.” He in- 
sisted that “the failure of adult movies to attract a 
large audience” was the only reason behind the 


acquisitions and marketing of Skyfims (local 
distributor of "Broke- 
bade), the Ang Lee 
film was rated R18 
and approved without 
cuts by the MTRCB. 
"That means we 
cannot have а run in 
SM cinemas, though,” 
Imperial told Ingum 
Entertainment. "In any 
case, it will be shown 
in Rockwell, Robin- 
sons, Gateway, Ezst- 
‘wood, Blue Wave and 
all the Ayala malls.” 
Ric Camaligan, first 
` vice president of SM 
Leisure Inc. (which op- 
erates SM Cinemas), 
sid R18 movies [ff 3 | 
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only end in 
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squelched up some 
lines, and his sub- 
dued old-guy make- 
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up isn't that convinc- 
ing im later scenes, 
we believe him, 
nonetheless, and 
share in his quiet mo- 
ments of honest emo- 
tion. “Brokeback” is 
rife with them, mak- 
ing us welcome 
voyeurs to а sad but 
beautiful tale of re- 
pression and rebel- 
lion. А 
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*PBB' celebrity housemates an engagingly varied lot 
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‘THE “CELEBRITIES” COMPETINGINTHENEW 7 


edition of “Pinoy Big Brother" turn out to be not 
as popular as expected. 

But they're an engagingly varied lot—from 
now gaunt Rustom Padilla to now plump 
‘Aleck Bovick; from hunks Christian Vasquez 
and Zanjoe Marado to one-legged Rudy Fer- 
nandez and singer-comic Budoy Miravilles; 
from classy Bianca Gonzales to palaban 
Keanna Reeves—etc. 

Theyre definitely more interesting than the 
unknowns who made up the first batch of 
“PBB” "housemates," so time passes faster as 
we watch the show's current edition. 

We also like the reality challenge's "back to 
basics" style, because it forces the "celebrities" 
to live much more simply than they're used to. 
And the pered-down lifestyle could pressure 
some of them to reveal aspects of themselves 
that they've heretofore kept from view. 

"That could lead to realizations that would 
expand viewers’ understanding of what 
“celebrity” really is—and isn't. 

The inclusion of people from different 
parts of the country could also enrich view- 

BS appreciation of our range of diverse re- f 
gional characteristics, which could help ex- > 
plain why we have such a hard time getting 73 
our act together asa people. | 

And living for two months with one-legged 
Rudy should add a lot to the housemates’ un- 
derstanding of other disabled people—with 
the show's viewers learning along with them. 

However, the show has gotten off to a 
shaky start, choosing to focus instead on 
teapot tempests involving some of the house- 
mates, incipient crushes here and there, a lit- 
Че flirtation, and emotional outburts as 
some celebrities miss their loved ones. 

‘The show can be much more than this, so 
‘we're abitimpatient to see it find its proper 
pace. 


BIANCA: Classy 


gram's activities. The instinctive rule appears 
to be: the more popular you are, the more you 
hedge your bets for the moment, to avoid over- 
exposure and peaking too early. 

"This makes sense, because two months is a 
long time, and early favorites could end up 
biting the dust much too soon. So, the real 
celebrities in the batch are benefiting from 
the experience that all their years in show biz 
have given them. 

‘That could be why the more veteran likes of 
Rustom, John Prats and Christian haven't re- 
ally made their mark on the show to date, 
while relative newbies like Budoy, Keanna and 
Mich Dulce are all over the place, talking a 
blue- streak and “entertaining” anyone in 

sight. 

‘As for the crybabies who keep weeping 
themselves a river, they ought to realize that 
viewers don't sympathize with them—be- 
cause they knew all along that they were in 
for the long haul, right? So all those tears 

during the very first week of the program 
come off as both immature and self-serving. 


We also sense that some celebrity 
housemates are pacing themselves in 
terms of full participation in the pro- 
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KEANNA: Palaban 


‘Hearts in Season’ 

‘TOGETHER for the first time, '805 divas Janet 

Basco, Ivy Violan and Dulce perform in the 

Valentine concert, “Hearts in Season,” at the 

Manila Peninsula Rigodon Ballroom. Call 776- 

9359 ог0917-9011333. 

LS CINEMAS With more than 20 years of performing, ай 
three divas are multi-awarded in the field of 

live entertainment. 

Directed by Toti Fuentes, the Valentine 
show will also feature painter-singer George 
Tagle and musical theater performer Miguel 
Castro. 


‘American Idol’ 

THE FIFTH season of "American Idol" is tele- 
cast live on Star World every Wednesday and 
‘Thursday at 6 p.m., with replays at 8 p.m. and 
1130pm. 


Amadis' travel book 

"The Archipelago Sanctuaries,” the latest, 
travel book by Amadis’ Ma.Guerrero, was 
well-received at its launch at Rizal Towers, 
Rockwell Genter, recently. 

It is now available at National Bookstore, 
Powerbooks and other outlets. The book's be- 
ing distributed by Anvil Publishing. 


Enters ity Wa 2 вући Cay 
iniri ve (63) Queren Cy) 
[rm 


desy FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 


antiniga) tel 850.3571 or 72 


m— Pd 
rod 


LOODRAYIE 
FIREWALL 
‘oan FIREWALL 


773 DERAILED 


, EUN WITH 
= Bids Sane ny 


наваш || ono 
munich 


ms | Samson  menewwono 


«ЧӨӨ өле ө ө ө со ө o0 ә о « • ө.ө ө ө oo 


баев mmc | tm sew won 


FEARLESS 


PROMENADE 


Tae  FUNWIDICK a sane pron 


$198) ZATHURA 
9290] CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN-2 


EE) TWILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU] Movie Theatres of the New еван 


TE FACES СЕМЕ ТИ ЗАСТ CHANGE BOUT ROR NOTCE OR CRNA URES CAL: 722 4496, 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 8$28398923259908339323835338 


Blue Wave | ONES 
ug iy agr feno] Бе 

prom F 

Cinema 2000 Waltermart Makati | 1927" TENE 
Waltermart Center, China Roces Ave. tot. || 2 um FUN WI DICK & JANE 
ator Pade ia, Маай Шу | 3 о) wi комат Love YOU 
КҮ ren на 


LS | SUPER CINERAMA 
Isetann Cinerama Complex Recto 
tel 7334228 
lom FIREWALL 
MUNCH 
WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
THE NEW WORLD 
FUN W/DICK & JANE 


FIREWALL 
тап ALWAYS LOVE TOU 
UNDERWORLD 

FUN W/ DICK & JANE 


Hilera signs EMI contract 
AFTER OUTPERFORMING eight other bands 
from top schools, Hilera, a trio from Kalayaan 
College, topped the Nescafe Soundskook in- 
ter-collegiate band competition, 

Last Feb. 8, the group signed a contract with 
EMI Music. 
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By Pocholo Concepcion. 
Contributor 


FINDING НОРЕ 


Its not easy to like Dale bay. That is, if your. 
idea of good music is bounded by what you al- 
ways want to hear, and not what you need го 
getinto, for a change. 

On first hearing, Ibay's debut CD “Carpe 
Diem ... Someday” (Vicor) sounds unusually 
wordy, like a songwriter overeager to demon- 
strate his prowess. For one thing, it seems like 
he's out of synch with certain turns of phrase 
that should ve been edited or revised because 
they somehow don't fit. Noticeably, most of 
Ibay' lyrics seldom rhyme. 

But it turns out Ibay has so much to say for 
the depressed, destitute or downtrodden. 

In his songs, Ibay ruminates, argues and 
generally talks at length about finding hope in 
desperation, opportunity in crisis, and truth 
beneath the lies people go through every day 
of their lives. And yet he’s not preachy. 

In the title track (the Latin expression of 
“seize the day”), the speaker dreams of be- 
coming “better man” but is stuck in procrasti- 
nation. The implicit message is not something 
like, “go ahead and do it, for Christ sakes,” but 
rather “okay then, so what are you gonna do 
about it?” 

Other insights are explicitly laid out among 
what appears to be prosaic tunes, but the 
point here really is to listen and hear the зеп 
sible reflections of a young man who thinks 
hecan help others help themselves. 


Strange yet familiar 

Like Ibay, it's not easy to like Noli Aurillo. 
That is, if your idea of a good musician is 
someone who plays all the right riffs and licks 
at the most appropriate moment. 

Aurillo is known in the local rock scene as a 
genius, in the sense that he plays guitar in a 
refreshingly inventive manner and coaxes the 
most wonderful sounding notes at the most 
‘unexpected time. 

Since the late '80s, he has gained notice as 
an exciting session guitarist for the likes of 
Cocojam, Joey “Pepe” Smith and dozens of 
other similarly idiosyncratic artists both on 
stage and in the recording studio. 

But this yeat, the greatest surprise is that 
Aurillo is finally coming out with his own 
recorded output. And my, how very Noli in- 
deed, because he said album will com- 
prise four CDs, sort of an anthology of the 
songs he has written all these years. 

А six-song sampler titled “Meanderings” 
takes the listener on a strange yet familiar ter- 
rain where the aural landscape blooms with 
snatches of folk, rock, jazz, classical and 
whatnot, featuring a number of contempo- 
rary and veteran musicians in the mix—in- 
cluding, lo and behold, Aurillo himself on vo- 
cals! 


Pleasant experience 

Speaking of surprises from veteran musi- 
cians, the forthcoming gig of the Hawaiian 
band Kalapana should offer local fans some. 
thing more than the usual songs we have 
known like "The Hurt," "What Do I Do" and 
"Night Bird." 

Night owls surely remember these tunes 
being covered to death by local bands like 
Side A, but it would be a pleasant experience 
to rediscover that the self-titled Kalapana al- 
bum, where those three aforementioned 
tracks are found, actually contain eight other 
beautiful cuts. 

Foremost of which are “When the Morning 
Comes," "Kona Daze,” “Naturally” and "You 
Make It Hard"—whose themes of romance 
and love of nature capture the easygoing 
vibes that make Hawaiian beaches and moun- 
tains a favored destination apart from our 
very own Boracay. 


МОШ Aurillo 


But according to its members, Kalapana 
has recorded some 30 albums since that clas- 
sic outing. It would be interesting to hear how 
the other songs sound like—considering that 
the bandleader describes the classic as 
lightweight material. 
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EEA My Funny Valentine! 
‘The Comedy of REX NAVARRETE 


Premiere Fil-Am funny man 
15 back to give you loads of laughs! 


North Edsa + February 17 Megamall ‘February 24 
а Southmall * February 18 Baguio + February 25 


SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 10 
February 14, 2006, 8:00 PM 
Froo LOWER BOX TICKET for every purchase of 
(one) Rex CD + mod. Рорсот & Drink! P 500.00 


Free UPPER BOX TICKET for every purchase of 

1 Cone ) med. Рорсот & Drink for —— P 300.00 
‘Avaliable at the following SM Cinema Snackbars: 
Megamall, North Edsa, Southmall, and Bagulo 
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BRIAN VILORIA JOSE AGUIRRE 
“THE HAWAIIAN PUNCH" VS ` "gi JAGUAR" 
February 19, Sunday 
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LIVE Via SATELLITE 
Lar Vegas USA 


Watch the Hawaiian Punch defend his WBC title ai : т 
HEAL WARRIORS 


at the following SM cinemas: L 
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KALAPANA, THE HAWAILBASED BAND 
that popularized the now classic hits “The 
Hurt,” "Nightbird," “Real Thing,” Juliette,” 
"Naturally" and “For You Pd Be Chasing Rain- 
bows" star in “Kalapana In Paradise,” tonight 
at the PICC Plenary Hall. 

Now in Manila—the first performance was 
last night—are the band’s original members 
Gaylord Holomalia (band leader), DJ Pratt, 
Malani Bilyeu and Kenji Sano, with additional 
members Lindsay Zanuck Караја, Manoha 
Garin Рођаћ and Paolo Tatsuo. 

Call 891-9999 or 
8717577. 


Tonight 
“Megastar Events 
presents Ella May 
Saison, in "Souls of 
Love" at Bagaberde, 
CCP Complex, Roxas 
Boulevard. Guests 
are Toy Symphony 
with Leo Aragon. 
Call 435-3967, 


ELLA May Saison 
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February 15, 2006 
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12 in n height; vidi minima 
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get a Storm Мо Ситен vat 
Worth P10 000 each and a move post 
Ten (10) shirts wll be — 


showing on Feb. 15 at Robinsons Movieworld 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


sk aio ENTERTAINMENT 
A day of love and music all over the metro 


(0926) 415-6853, or (0915) 541-9666. 

"Hearts in Season" with Janet Basco, Ivy 
Violan, Dulce and Miguel Castro at the 
Manila Peninsula Rigodon Ballroom. 

*0J Mariano and Czarina Rosales at Sub- 
urbia 

* 9th Avenue at Virgin Café 

* Aiai de las Alas in “Ai-shteru” (Ai-lab-u) 
at Klownz Araneta 

* “Betcha By Golly Love" with Aretha and 
the Souled Out Band at Merk's Bar Bistro 

* The CompanY at 19 East Music Hall 
along South Super Highway, Sucat, 
Parafiaque 

* The Tiongco Brothers and Marri Nallos 
at The Frontpage Piano Bar at TM. Kalaw 
St., Manila. Call 523-3367. 

ТАЈ and Friends at Camp Aguinaldo The- 
ater for a fund-raising concert for Pasay City 
Streetchildren; 8 p.m. Call 899-3108 

* Suzy Unas at Manila Pavilion Boulvar 
Lounge 

* Groovewerk at Tavern on the Square, 
Greenbelt 3 

+ Jed Madela at Sitcom Live! in Las Piñas 


TF SHOW ` 


, TIME Е KALAPANA 


Tomorrow 

* Kalapana at the PICC. Call 891-9999 
and 871-7577 

* Andy Williams Live! atthe Araneta Coli- 
seum 

* Rico J. Puno at the Manila Hotel with 
guests K Brosas and Danita Paner 

* Rannie Raymundo, Tessa Garcia and 
the Philharmonic Orchestra at the Hotel 
Philippine Plaza 

* Janno Gibbs and Gladys Guevarra at 
Zirkoh in "Lintik na Pag-Ibig” 

* “Betcha By Golly Love” with Aretha and 
the Souled Out Band at Merk’s Bar Bistro 

* DK Tijam at Suburbia 

+ Freeway at Virgin Café 

* Aiai de las Alas in "Ai-shteru" (Ai-lab-u) 
atKlownz Araneta 
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* The Company at Brittany Вау (Sucat) 
with Beth Martin on the acoustic grand piano 

* RJ and Friends at the Manila Polo Club; 
9 pm. Call 899-3108 

* Lance Raymundo at Manila Pavilion 
Boulvar Lounge; 8:30 p.m. 

• Kearny Street at Tavern on the Square, 
Greenbelt 3 

* Bamboo at Metropolis Star Alabang; 7 
pm. 

* Leggierro Strings at Taste Buds, Robin- 
sons Place Manila 

* Star In A Million’s Lance Onate at 
Ratsky Tomas Morato 

• Jed Madela at The Library in Malate 


Feb. 15 

* Kalapana at the Waterfront Hotel in Ce- 
bu. Call 891-9999 and 871-7577 

* Silk at Suburbia 

* Side A at Virgin Café 

+ Savannah at Merk's, Greenbelt 3 

* Boyfriends at RJ Guitar Bar 

* RJ at Discovery Suites’ Serendipity 
Lounge 

* Jeli Mateo at Manila Pavilion Boulvar 
Lounge 

* Newine at Tavern on the Square, Green- 
belt3 

* Human Things at Taste Buds, Robinsons 
Place Manila 

= Star In A Millions Lance Onate and 
Randy Santiago at Ratsky Malate 

* "Cuadro King" of Jose Manalo, Wally 
Bayola, Jimmy Santos and Francis M at 
Zirkoh 


Feb. 16 

* Nyoy Volante and Freeverse at Subur- 
bia 

* Mocha at Virgin Café 

+ RJ and Friends at L.A. Café Bar and 
Restaurant for а fund-raising concert for 
Pasay City Streetchildren; 8 p.m. Call 899- 
3108 

* Moments at RJ Guitar Bar 

* Sitti Navarro at Manila Pavilion Boulvar 
Lounge 

* Angágettables at Tavern on the Square, 
Greenbelt 3 

* Kand The Boxers at Ratsky Malate 

+ Regine Velasquez, Kyla and Jonalyn Vi- 
ray at Zirkoh 


Feb.17 


+ Livewire and Zyncxation at Suburbia 
* Nina and King 


A SPECIAL VALENTINE'S DAY PRESENTATION 
NOW SHO 


at Virgin Café 
* Frenchie Dy at” 
Zirkoh with AJ Dee, 


“ONE OF THE BEST 
FILMS OF THE 
КЕД?” puis Daily таччїссе 


«те BEST HISTORICAL 


WING 


Drew Arellano, 
Mariel Rodriguez, 
Bianca Gonzales, 
Kim Flores and Erik 
Santos 

* RJ and Friends 
and The Members 
Band at RJ Guitar 
Bar 

* Margarita and 
Timeout at Manila 
Pavilion Boulvar 


EPIC ROMANCE since 
TITANIC! 


-..üne of the BEST Movies 
of the Year!” 


Lounge 
* 9th Avenue and 
Michaelangelo ас 
Tavern on the 
Square, Greenbelt 3 
* Gladys Guevar- 
raat Ratsky Malate 


Feb. 18 

+ Erik Santos at 
Casino Angeles with 
Frenchie Dy 

* Wiseguys and 
Freeway at’ Subur- 
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Jerie Wallace RJ Guitar 
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and Divo Bayer at 
Sake a AE 
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ar of. 


Boulvar Lounge 

* Sipol and Dim- 
sum at Tavern on 
the Square, Green- 
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* King and Rush 
at Ratsky Malate 
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• Randy Santiago 
at Ratsky Tomas 
Morato 


Feb. 20 

* OJ Mariano and 
Czarina Rosales at 
Suburbia 

* 9th Avenue at 
Virgin Café 

+ Suzy Unas at 
Mania ^ — Pavilion 
Boulvar Lounge 

* Groovewerk at 
Tavern on the 
Square, Greenbelt 3 


А Feb. 21 


FATE MADE HIM A WARRIOR, COURAGE MAD * Mr God and 
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1 MUST SAY IT'S MORE THAN JUST 
coincidence that Valentine's Day falls 
on the same day that this column is 
scheduled to come out. Cupid is giv- 
ing the hopeless romantic 

in me (or is it hopeless 
case?) the perfect alibi to 
write about amore. Even if 
this Day of Hearts is more 
of a Day of Hurts for me 
this year, I am opting for 
vicarious thrills. 

То put me in the mood, 
Ithought of my three fave 
show biz couples—Albert. 
and Liezl Martinez,’ Ce- 
sar Montano and Sun- 
shine Cruz, Julius and 
Tin-Tin Babao. | asked 
the wives what's the most 
unforgettable thing their 
hubbies did for them, plus 
their V-Day message. 

But before we go into that, allow 
me to salute The Martinezes, Mon- 
tanos and Babaos for keeping their 
love afloat in turbulent show biz wa- 
ters. Most celebrity couples turn this 
thing called love, which is supposed 
to be immortal, into something im- 
moral! What with all the temptation 
that comes with the territory! These 
couples аге living proof that marriage 
ain't passé in show biz aprés tout. 

lam more than happy to have 
played a part in Albert and Liezl's 
melodramatic love story. Before Al- 
bert flew to the United States to elope 
with Liezl, he told me about their 
plans. When they disappeared, a 
frantic Tita Nena (aka. Amalia 
Fuentes—Liez/s mom) waited for 
me to come home, to interrogate me. 
She waited for hours. I went home 
only when I knew she was gone. My 
vow of secrecy is as solid as Albert 
and Liezl's marriage vows. They en- 
dured the unendurable during their 
struggling years in the US. 1 was 
moved to tears as one of their brides- 
maids because 1 knew how they 
fought for their love. Albert and Liezl 
remind us that there are rewards for 
staying when the easier thing to do 


Dorty 
Woop 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 
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My three favorite show biz 
couples still going strong 


would be to leave. 

T have seen Buboy and Shine in 
unguarded moments I recently spent 
time with them in their Bohol rest 
house. She has really 
“tamed” him. I remember 
when Buboy and I were 
judges in Ms Sandugo 
(Bohols Fairest). Shine 
wasn't able to watch the 
pageant; she kept bad- 
gering Buboy, asking if 
the candidates were sexi- 
er than she was, since she 
was pregnant at the time. 
Buboy played along and 
told her he fell for one of 
the girls. They taunted 
each other non-stop and 
we all had a good laugh 
watching them act like 
high school kids. Buboy 
and Shine teach us that 
even if marriage is serious business, 
couples should not forget to have 
fun. 

ТЕ was a delight to be in "Magan- 
dang Umaga Bayan” ("M.U.P" now) 
with Julius and Tin. Even if my "Dol- 
lywood" movie review segment then 
маз taped and theirs went on live, 1 
often got to bond with the couple in 
the dressing room. There's usually an 
unwritten rule that co-workers 
should not fall for each other. Julius 
and Tin showed us that love makes 
you defy all the rules. It's more forgiv- 
able to break rules than to break 
hearts. The Babaos are role models 
for all friends who yearn to be lovers 
but аге too cautious to make the 
move. Their story tells us that the 
friendship doesn’t have to end just be- 
cause we let love take over. 

May the anecdotes below make 
your heart smile, knowing that even if 
love doesn't work for you right now, 
at least it does for others. There's al- 
‘ways enough love to go around; we 
just all have to wait for our turn. Love 
is patient, but please hurry (hahaha)! 


Liezl Martinez 
Albert has done so many unfor- 
gettable things for me through- 
‘out our 21 years of marriage. 
But what means the most to 
me is when he turned his 
back on everything and 
gave up his show biz са- 
reer even when it was 
atits peak just to start 
a life with me from 
the bottom, with all 
the uncertainties. 
He didn’t mind, as 
long as we were to- 
gether. We had no 
maids in the US; 
we did everything 
on our own. He 
worked as а gaso- 
line boy and was paid 
$3.20 per hour. He per- 


JULIUS Babao and Tin-Tin Bersola-Babao 


‘SUNSHINE Cruz and Cesar Montano 


severed, just so he could provide for 
me and our then unborn child Alyan- 
па. He also worked as a baker even if 
he was allergic to flour because of his 
asthma. Once he had a severe attack 
at work and almost died! He could 
have had a life of luxury as an actor in 
the Philippines but he chose to be 
with me. 

Albert, thank you for being my 
husband, my lover and best friend. 
Here's to another 21 years of mar- 
riage and beyond! 


Sunshine Cruz 

ТЇЇ never forget when Buboy first 
brought me to Bohol. He set a roman- 
tic dinner for two in the middle of 
nowhere and had the Loboc choir ser- 
enade me. That's when he asked me 
to be his wife. 

Buboy, Whatever trials we go 
through—kasi alam kong ang dami 
gustong guluhin ang family лайл—1 
assure you that I won't allow anybody 
or anything to ruin us. You are my 
life. Thanks for all the patience and 
understanding!" 


Tin-Tin Babao 

‘What stands out in my memory is 
when Julius proposed to me on na- 
tional TV, on Sharon Cuneta's show. I 
can never get over that! Recently, af- 
ter mass, we were walking along the 
aisle and he suddenly looked at me 
and said, “Til marry you a million 
times over!" I melted! 

Julius, When all else is taken away 
from me, 1 will find comfort in the 
thought that I have you to love. I тау 
not have all the things 1 dream of in 
life but at the end of the day I have 
love because I have you!” 

PERSONAL: TO S.L., thanks for 
you-know-what... 

(E-mail wateringholeshangri- 
laQyahoo.com) 


WEDDING photo 
of Liezl and Albert 
Martinez 


Ё BEFORE & AFTER SPENDING "ONE ROMANTIC EVENING WITH 
* ANDY WILLIAMS.” ENJOY DINING LIKE NO OTHER AT GATEWAY; 
WITH OVER 50 WORLD-CLASS RESTAURANTS а FOODSTOPS. 
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GATEWAY MALL 


Mandarin Oriental Cafe & Deli 
Burgoo 

Pizza Hut Bistro 

Teriyaki Boy 

Max's Restaurant 

Super Bowl Of China 
BreadTalk 

блога 

Taco Bell 

Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf 
Cibo 

Pancake House. 

Cafe Adriatico 

Duck Duck China Gourmet. 
Cafe Havana 

FOOD EXPRESS 


COLISEUM CIRCLE 


Starbucks. 


SHOPWISE ARCADE 
&ALI MALL 

Oyster Boy 

Blackbeard Seafood Island 
Chicken Bacolod Inasal 
KFC 

Gloria Jean's 

Wendy's 

Red Ribbon 

Max's Restaurant 
Tokyo Tokyo 

Gerry's Grill 


Klownz 
Go Nuts Donuts 
Dendo's 

Padis Point 
Gloria Maris 
Sachi 

Cafe Bola 


Реза Hut 


= Barrio Fiesta 


Istanbul Express Le Coeur De France 
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Tho Pink Panthor diamond is missing... 
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їн] SE AYALA MALLS 
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At the Activity Center 


CEBU 
Photo World Exhibit 
February 9 to 14, 2006 


Visayan Nazarene Bible College's 
Anniversary Celebration 
February 10, 2008 


Luxury Motor Show. 
February 10 to 12,2006 


1 Ayala Greenbelt's Chocolate Festiv 
> * -February 81011, 2008 
E T = 
_______ = 
Repertory Philippines presents. 
кет ы, ILOVE YOU, YOU'RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE 
@nstege ві REP's Globe Theater ' 
№. February 17 to 49, 24 to 26, March 3 fo 5, 40 to 42, 2006 
He ope For inqunes. pis. call 887.0710 
E '  Come&viewte - `° 
20th ASIAN INTERNATIONAL ART EXHIBIT 


For inquiries, please сай 757-7117 to 21 loc 29, 
Or visit www. ayalamuseum.org: 


Ayala MUSEUM 


AYALA CINEMAS deum 


"or og on to ww. tresents.com for web reservations. шы 
Movie sthedules may change without prior notice. For verification call 729 7777 


UNDERWORLD: |4 


тец долу 
2 3 EVOLUTION 


LOVE YOU 


FUN WI DICK 
& JANE 


2 iwurauwaystovevou |38 THENEW WORLD 


| ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 
~. CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULESPRICE: 
GALLERIA 


4 MUNICH • THX 
1245 350 655 


RE SURUFCT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
632-9116 


6 FIREWALL 


10.00 1200 230 500 730 1000 


21WILLALWAYS LOVE YOU 
1140 215 450 725 1000 


7 FEARLESS 
Sneak Preview 


3 NEW WORLD 
145 430 115 


8 UNDERWORLD 2 
1250 310 530 750 1000 


9SAW2 
120 330 540 750 1000 


1000 


4 BLOODRAYNE 
120 330 540 750 1000 


5 FUN with DICK and JANE 
пш 110 320 530 740 950 


40 WALK THE LINE 


140 470 тю 940 


ERMITA 636-7000 1612 


4 FIREWALL 1200 230 500 730 950 


2SAW2 
1200 140 320 500 840 820 1000 


5 FUN with DICK and JANE 
1230 250 510 730 950 


3 FEARLESS 
Sneak Preview 


61 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
1230 250 510 730 1000 


4NEW WORLD 
| 120 230 50 730 1000 


7 MUNICH 
1230 335 840 950 


METRO EAST ;; 0829103: 682-8159 


1 FEARLESS 5 UNDERWORLD 2 
|. Sneak Preview 1200 215 430 845 900 


|| 21 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
150 210 430 850 910 


6 MUNICH 
A0 230 550 910 


3 FUN with DICK and JANE 
1145 205 425 645 905 


7 FIREWALL 
1210 230 45 


cHearersy [6 


EA pm 


MUNICH 


© FUN Wr DICK & JANE FIREWALL 


THE NEW WORLD WALK THE LINE 


2 


ийт sens. 


DERAILED 
GUARANTEED SEATS 


GUARANTEED SUIS. 
FUN WI DICK & JANE 
(GUARANTEED SEMIS. 


MUNICH 5 
GUARANTEED SEATS 


FIREWALL THE NEW WORLD 


5 iwi ALWAYS Love vou 


2 
A vues 
"^. LIVE VIA SATELLITE 
from Las Vegas USA 


THAN LIFE! WITHOUT COMMERCIAL INTERRUPTIONS! 


SED 


AL WARRIORS 
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VILORIA vs AGUIRRE 
cach Bran he Нако Puri Vica take 1 agane he tommer 
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FEBRUARY 19, SUNDAY 8:00 AM 
at the All-Digital-Sound GLORIETTA 1 CINEMAS 


For Inquiries, pls. call 893-4254 8 833-1863 © 


‘Customer Servico text hotline: 
Customer Service text поште: 


‘0817 6095300, 
Glorietta - 7527272; Кот 10am to 8pm 
Greonbeit 757 4883; from ttam to Тата 


‘Alabang Town Center - 


8422782: from 10am to 8pm 
Ayala Cantor Cabu 


0321231 5342 loc 324 


А А ASA А. А AA АА AAA АА. & A AAA AAA AAA AAA AA AAA AD AA AAA. 


AU-Digital Cinemas Free Seating Cinemas: Р90.00 


FEARLESS (Sneak Preview) 
FUN WITH DICK & JANE 
THE NEW WORLD 
FIREWALL 


The uis in the finds 


Too Fit all 
Feb 18, Saitday, 4pm 
‘Meth Port мй 


Feb/23, Saturday, pm 


мами L7 
Feb 26, Sunday, рт "Bd 


4NEW WORLD 
1200 300 800 900 


NOVALICHES 925-9251 /956:3229-30 


4 UNDERWORLD 2 4 FIREWALL 
2SAW2 5 WALK THE LINE 


6 FUN with DICK and JANE 
31 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 7 FEARLESS Sneak Preview 


ISQUARE MALABON 22275 PIONEER 687-5378 
411 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 4 NEW WORLD 
2 FIREWALL 2 FIREWALL 
3RESERVE 31 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
ARESERVE 4 FUN with DICK and JANE 


8 WALK THE LINE 
1245 ээп 815 900 


АЕОМ FLUX 
Action-Figure Making Contest 


Tm 
P AAI AST 
41 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 

2 LITTLE MANHATTAN 

3 HALF LIGHT 

4THE MAID 

5 FUN with DICK and JANE 


ANGELES . @®в>2мв 
1 FIREWALL 

21WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
3SAW2 

4 FUN with DICK and ЈАМЕ 


STARMILLS Б 


(046) 961-5270. 
1 ZATHURA 


21 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
3 FUN with DICK and JANE 
4 FIREWALL 

5SAW2 

6 UNDERWORLD 2 


ILOILO 


1UNDERWORLD 2 

2 FUN with DICK and JANE 
3 LITTLE MANHATTAN 
4IWILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
5 THE MAID 

6 HALF LIGHT 


4 IWILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
2 FIREWALL 

3 FUN with DICK and JANE 
4 WALK THE LINE 

5 UNDERWORLD 2 


DASMARINAS 
4 FIREWALL 
2 HALF LIGHT 
| 3BLOODRAYNE 
| AIWILLALWAYS LOVE YOU 
5 FUN with DICK and JANE 
(046) 875-3833, 


IMUS 2 ONAL 


4 IWILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 
2SAW2 

3 BLOODRAYNE 

4 FIREWALL 

5 FUN with DICK and JANE 
6 FEARLESS Sneak Preview 


BACOLOD "з 


(034) 44 0452. 
4 FUN with DICK and JANE 

2 RUMOR HAS IT 

3 DERAILED 

4 HALF LIGHT 

51WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 

6 THE MAID 


1046)6522125 
4046) 416-4332 


(053) 336-9070 


Al'Year Round 
A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts bx volume purchasest 
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BY BILL AMEND 


геты ромт I TOLD YoU, 
SEE НОН A THEY KEEP EXTRA 
CARTOONIST JOKES ON HAND 
CAN MAKE HIS FOR EMERGENCIES. 
DEADLINE IF п 
HES Sick. 


es 


Ean, Bur THEY STILL 
РАМЕ To DRAW THE 
THINGS. How Do 
YoU MANAGE THAT 
WITH WADS OF 
KLEENEX IN 
‘YOUR HANDS? 


THEY 
CAN JUST 

DRAW SEK 
FIGURES, 
IT'S NoT 


A.LIPIN 


BY JESS ABRERA 


SA AKIN PROBE 


SABI ۸ 
BINIBINTANC TERM 
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AYAW MO RAW 
KASING UMALIS 
SA PWESTO,ES, 


BABY BLUES 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


HAVE You NOTICED таг 
We ALMOST Never GO 
OUT MNMORE? 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


VE USED b MAE КБ 
DEAL our OF ак 
OCCASIONS, ДЕ 

ӨЛ NOT, 


ATWO FOR КЕ V BN EXPIRING Coufal 
SORE ND TURE | БЫТ AN OCCASION, 
SPEEDY А ITS ADEADLME 


HERES 
OF M9 AFFECTION. 


DIVINE COMEDY 


OH, No. Do: 


Someone 


JUS SWALLoWeD y 


Zi 
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wo MANAN 
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HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have a great s 


sense of humor, and. 


you know how to make others laugh. You also know how 


то shock people to get their attention. You often use your wit to explain the world around you to everyone you meet 
ly, 


Privately you're quite philosophical. Expect a frie 


xial year ahead. Parmerships are blessed. 


Birthdate of: Drew Bledsoe, quarterback; Meg Tilly actress; Jack Benny, comedian. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
(SER TEE. 
dung day. All sons of 
goodies, gifts and favors 
fight suddenly come to 
you in a quite unexpected manner 
Be gracious and say thank you” 


(fou deserve these. 
o our 
Rame in publishing and 
the media, orto further 
your studies or raining in some way, 


are possible today. Be ready for any- 
thing! 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Marvelous op- 
portunities to travel or 
promote good 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Many of you 
will discover or learn 
about unexpected job 
‘opportunities or ways to 

improve your career today. Don't be 

afraid to grab them! You have to act 
fast, because this window of oppor- 


tunity is brief. 
Other cultures and dif- 


ferent peoples intrigue 


you today. New love can deepen 
now. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): You're full of 
bright, exciting ideas. 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS. 
1 Surface Ме 


5 Nai puller 
10 Stated 


constuction 


14 Mazda mo- 
seater 


15 Famed framed 
Mona 

16 1997 Peter 
Fonda ше role 


17 Gaucho's 


goodbye 
18 бют 


statement 
19 Tug atthe 


heartstrings 
20 Relax! 


23 Morse bts 
24 Purely 


academic 


25 Sch. auxlaros 
28 Han Solos love 


30 On the up-and- 


ш 
34 Resistance 
measurement 


‘By James E. бое 


35 Mourdul EE 


terance. 

36 Break in iran 

37 Кван 

40 Set sall 

41 Private English 
school 


з Olympian 
Devers 

4 Buting heads 

5 No-suess class 


a2 Conquistadors 6 2006 Sieve 
Morin le 
7 вноса one 
8 порка 
sous” 
о Урра 
10 Bo ace 
11 Soating 
зате 
nc 
13 past tonse d 
ЕУ 
zî smiat a 


p^ 

үз Bovery spy 

A Fu oy 

rrt 
E 

P" 

LER 

о Rea 

$S Corot 
p 

oy Sint ide 

38 Springing 


59 Doin 

80 Breton, og. 

81 Visual howtos 
62 Сез ines? 
63 Nobel institute 


sight! 

22 Hittown 

25 Big house 

26 Untying dea 

27 Lab 101 cell 

20 How to watie 
losses 

31 Flora snapper 

32 "1 floats” soap 

33 Morse mate 

35 _ Beach, SC. 

36 For a group of 
singers 


ау 
64 Traverses 


DOWN 
1 Minor tender in 


за Master oponors 50 Scrabble ресе 

39 Setfoot say 51 Eve's man 

44 Runs te stow 52 Comic Rich or 

45 Sheep loser Brad 

пле 53. la Douco" 
Transmission 54 Disney King 
Espens” 55 Discount word 

49 Mushor 56 Remains па 
vericles tay 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Unexpected gifts or 
resources are now avail- 
able to you. What а 
stroke of luck! Quite 

likely, this favors your job, or possi- 

bly your home. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Exciting flir- 
taons, new acqua 
tances and even love at 
first. sight make your 

heart bear a litle faster today. Cre- 

ative opportunities abound! 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 


22): Unexpected news 
at work might impact 
your home and family 


life in a nice way. This is 
an excellent day for real estate or for 
buying beautiful things for your 
home ога family member 

at nature encourages 


good things to come 
your way, When you expect the 
for your home will 


st you often get i) 
[зе you today Quire 


— [еу ‘Something very 


high-tech, scientific or unexpected 
wl be introduced to your family or 


where you live. 
only that, but others are 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Today is full of 
unexpected little sur- 
rises. Your positive, up- 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Purchases 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): You feel 
friendly toward, every- 
one you meet today. Not 


friendly to you as well. 


This excites you and makes you glad 
to be alivel 2 


J expected. 


ties and sudden р 
ing. You see new ways of handling 


and using what you own. 
different today. This 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): New money- 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Expect to 
‘meet someone new and 


© зоп could be a real 


acter. He or she might introduce you 
to a group or an entirely new way of 
thinking that you find liberating! 


MIKROKOSMOS 


[MBS NA BUMILING 
BAGONG T-SHIRT, NAG 


TALAD NIT, ANG PA&- 

ipie AY PARANG ISANG 

МАНАВАНЕ PAGLAKPAY 
SA BARKO.” 


pos 


| 
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Wow. ANONG 
NASA Likop? 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


packa- 
TAPOS 
NG ILANG 
TAON, 
NATUPAD 
МА RIN 
ANG 
WISH NI 
PRESIDENT 
MANUEL. 
QUEZON 


BYJOMIKE TEJDO 


KAYA MAGING WAIS! 
HUWAG PASUKIN PARA 
UMIWAS SA PROBLEMA! 


x 
E 
x 
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‘Avatable na sa lanat ng Papemelvot Branches at Chunky Far Fung Gai 


by arr aro nan 
Pifo? 


"ван ко Ba TALAGA MANEL KO? 
кәте NA KAIA SAT BAT 
Eo TONE MARIM- 
KITA SA 84". 


"$01 CAN PRING 
Tr TO THE REPAIR 
‘SHOP! 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


quum 


BYELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


'PERD, PUEDE BA DUN Тур 
MbiDD SA CONCERT NE 
HINDI NA nam 74, 


PPRA KORTI LANE Айс 
мрію моор? ВАКА 
MAGKA- S TAMTEDE 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


DEO Eo Gomori 
MeL“ MOLL 1 


/ 


парица ви i ii 


| M— MÀ 
bees m 


irt Wireless Center nationwide, | 


Text 3G to 60034 or go to www.smart.com.ph for more information. For inquiries, please call the Smart Hotline at *888 or visit any, 


= Nokia 6630 « Nokia 6680 » Nokia n70 = Nokia n90 « Sony Ericsson K600i • Sony Ericsson 2800! • SonyEricsson, ¥/900i/*” 
Streaming 500 ain browsy уме conte to sa 526 (ону ной, | 


Free tral only apples to Video Calis, High-speed Internet browsing, and Video Streaming while connected Ño Smart's 3G network, Standard rates will apply for Video St 


nunducing he ThinkPad AV Tablet- 
|. elis mst sear, mos rese 
12" convertible tabiet PC. 


Callus now fora special pricel 


ThinkPal. Think ICS 


i INTEGRATED COMPUTER'SYSTEMS, INC. 
та, (632)727-3801 mede com ph 


Treasury bill rates ease across th 


ج د 
YUCHENGCO‏ 


Yuchengco retires; 
daughter Helen 
is successor 


TAIPAN ALFONSO T. YUCHENGCO 15 
retiring as chair of the Yuchengeo Group 
of Companies and is relinquishing all oth- 
er posts he holds in the group this month. 

А successful diplomat-businessman 
and philanthropist, Yuchengco said he 
was leaving the reins over YGC to his el- 
dest daughter Helen Y. Dee. 

The 83-year-old Yuchengco, or AY as 
he is known in business circles, is acknowl- 
edged as one of the Philippines most suc- 
cessful taipans, having propelled the 
growth of YGC from its humble operation 
ofa small insurance firm, China Insurance 
and Surety Co. Ine. (now Malayan Insur- 
ance Co. Inc.) along Gandara Street in Bi- 
nondo, to what it is now—one of the coun- 
sys biggest business conglomerates. 

То date, УСС has more than 40 mem- 
ber-firms, each a major industry player. It 
has four flagship companies: Rizal Com- 
mercial Banking Corp. (RCBC), Malayan 
Group of Insurance Companies, Great Pa- 
cific Life Assurance Corp. (Grepalife) and 
House of Investments Inc. (HI). It has al- 
so ventured into providing university ed- 
ucation through Mapua Institute of Tech- 
nology, and construction and engineering. 
services through EEI Corp. 

Yuchengco was instrumental in turn- 
ing RCBC from a private development 
bank in 1960 into one of the country’s 
largest universal banks today, with con- 
solidated assets totaling nearly P200 bil- 
lion. He has also established a 
formidable presence in the insurance 


YUCHENGCO [B4 
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CURRENCIES 


CRS 


{р sses 

“Aso pa Feb. 13,2006 
SEEN 
Ў? птаа= ©! 
AsofS pm. Feb, 13,2006 


GOLD: $546.50-547.00 ; 
per ounce Hong Kong Feb. 13,2006 


(Gee stock market report on Page ВА) 


Stocks down despite 
rating upgrade 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.11-PERCENT HIGH- 
er yesterday as the market continued to consoli- 
date, paying litle attention to Fitch's upgrade of 
the country’s rating outlook, dealers sald. 

"They sald the market was awaiting blue-chip 
2005 results due from later this week, with 
most fairly confident the figures will be positive. 

The composite Index rose 2.35 points to 
2,087.64 after trading between 2,077.36 and 
2,087.86. Volume was 609.4 milion shares 
worth P1.07 billion. 

The broader all-shares Index was down 
0.07 points at 977.66. 

Gainers outnumbered losers 38 to 29, 
with 52 stocks unchanged. AFP 
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Demand boosted by improved credit outlook 


By Michelle V. Remo 


TREASURY BILL RATES DECLINED ACROSS THE BOARD 
yesterday as market sentiment on the government's fiscal 
condition was lifted by the improved credit outlook given 
by Standard & Poor's and FitchRatings. 


“The bellwether 91-day treasury bill than the government's PI-billion offer- 
yield dropped a basis point to 5.087 ing at Р2.66 billion. The Bureau of the 
Percent as volume of bids stood higher Treasury auction committee accepted 


P1 billion worth of bids. 

“The appetite (for government securi- 
ties) is very good. This is influenced by 
the announcement of an improved out- 
look by credit-rating agencies," said Na- 
Чопа! Treasurer Omar Cruz in a press 
briefing after yesterday's ТЫШ auctions. 

‘The 182-day bills fetched 6.168 per- 
cent, or 5.3 basis points lower than the 
previous week's. The six-month bills were 
more than six times oversubscribed with 


connects 
with 3G! 


“Hi Hon! Can’t wait to fly home. 
Tve got something for you!” 


“Really? Is it the bag that I'm looking for?” 


volume of bids reaching P7.24 billion 
compared with the P1 billion offering. 
‘The Treasury decided to accept P1.4 bil 
lion worth of bids, or P400 million higher 
than the programmed debt offering due to 
the strong demand for the 182-day paper. 
The rate for the 364-day bills reached 
7.24 percent, declining by 7.9 basis 
points from the previous week's. Bids for 
the one-year securities stood at P5.89 bil- 
TREASURY/B2 


Connecting people is easier and faster wi h Nokia's wide range of 3G devices. 


Nokia welcomes the new generation of mobility with its 3G capable devices. Be th 
downloads, high resolution streaming and internet browsing at remarkably high spe 


Nokia 36 devices like the Nokia 6630, Nokia 6680, Nokia N70 and Nokia N90. 
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36 Device* 
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NOKIA 
N90 


European Media. 
Phone of the Year 


е first to experience video calls, МРЗ 
ed. Choose any of the award winning 


NOKIA 
N70 


NOKIA 


Connecting People 


wwwnokia.com ph 
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A Prime Investment Opportunity 


SALE OF AWATER FRANCHISING COMPANY 
P56,000,000 Negotiable 


A FULLY OPERATIONAL COMPANY Involved in the 
production and franchising waterflliing 
Stations utilizing the alkaline ionized water 
process. Tha Company has an existing 
anchiso network consisting of 46 Metro Marla 
amd provincial franchisaes. The Company М 

21 ine capability to continuously upgr 
lechnolegy and a Technical Consulting Agreement 
with the current cwnars can bo negotiated. The 
Company le completely debt-free 
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20 cities cited 
most viable RP 
business sites 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


TWENTY CITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY ARE CONSIDERED TO ВЕ 
the “most competitive” in nurturing an environment that makes peo- 
ple and businesses most productive, according to a nationwide study. 
Bott "The Asian Institute of Management (AIM) Policy Center, with the 
help of the United States Agency for International Development and 
Germany's Technical Cooperation unit, conducted the study—the 
Philippine Cities Competitiveness Ranking Project—and announced 
the results during a forum held yesterday at the Hotel Intercontinental 
in Makati City. 

‘About 65 cities of varying sizes were covered in the study. 

The cities included in the study were evaluated based on seven fac- 
tors that drive competitiveness, AIMPC executive director Federico M. 
Macaranas said during the forum attended by the sponsors of the 
study, as well as by city mayors and local gov- 
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Makilahok at simulan na ang nababagay за iyong 


NEGOSYO 


“Marami akong pinagdaanang pagsubok bago ко napaunlad ang Bobson. Dahil mahirap lang kami, kinailangan kong pag-aralin ang sarili 
ko sa college kaya namasukan ako sa iba't-ibang trabaho. Nagtinda ako ng damit sa Divisoria, nagtutor, nagbebenta ako dati ng t-shirts 
tuwing Pasko, naging salesman sa isang hardware store, nakapagtrabaho din sa isang garments manufacturing firm at naging supervisor 
din ako sa isang furniture manufacturing business. Nung na-realize ko naman na gusto ko nang mag-negosyo, hindi ko naman alam kung 
paano magsimula. Swerte kayo mayroon nang Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship Expo na tutulong sa mga gustong mag-business! Kung mayroon 


nang Go Negosyo, hindi na sana ako nahirapang itayo ang Bobson. 


Kaya halina kayo! Huwag palampasin ang pagkakataong ito na matuto, magtayo at paunlarin ang inyong 
kayo sa Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship Summit at Expo!” 


sariling negosyo. Punta na 


Entrepreneurship Summit February 23, 2006 • Every Nation Leadership Institute, Fort, Taguig 
Entrepreneurship Expo February 24-25, 2006 • Market! Market! Trade Halls A & B, Fort, Taguig 


ernment officials. 

Тһе evaluations were based on statistics, 
provided by the concerned local government 
units, as well as on perceptions of leaders of 
small- and medium-sized enterprises operat- 
ing inthe cities. 

“The factors are: Cost of doing business; 
links to major urban and growth centers; dy- 
namism of the local economy; human re- 
source and training; adequacy and quality of 
infrastructure; responsiveness of local gover- 
nance; and quality of life in the cities. 

Macaranas said the awardees were cited en 
masse, not by rank, to foster healthy competi- 
tion. 

Five of the cities cited for their viability 
were Davao, Las Piñas, Makati, Marikina and 
Muntinlupa 

The mid-sized cities, with populations of 
more than 200,000, named were Bacolod, Ili 
зап, lloilo, and San Fernando in Pampanga. 

Small cities or those with populations of less 
than 200,000, include Dagupan, Koronadal, 
Legaspi, Naga, Olongapo, San Fernando in La 
Union, Sta. Rosa, Surigao, Tagbilaran and 
Tagum. 

“This project is aimed at (encouraging) lo- 
cal leaders to embrace decentralization, be- 
come development and economic managers, 
and not depend on budget allocations from 
the national government,” Macaranas said. 


Telcos ordered 
to resolve access 
charges dispute 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


PHILIPPINE MOBILE CARRIERS HAVE FAILED 
$ to resolve their dispute on interconnection fees, 
prompting the National Telecommunications 
Commission (NTC) to compel the telcos to ar- 
rive at a compromise in the coming weeks. 

NTC chair Ronald Solis said the telcos 
failed to settle their differences amicably dur- 
ing a meeting with the regulator yesterday. If 
problems persist, then the regulator would 
have to treat the ongoing row on access 
charges as an administrative case. 

Still, Solis said that the commission would not 
interfere on the access charge dispute unless the 
fees that the telcos would charge one another 
threaten the viability of other operators. 

“Access rates are market driven,” Solis said. 
“The law says we can only come in and set the 
rates ifthe carriers resort to ruinous or cutthroat 
competition, Otherwise, we let them be.” 

Access charges or termination rates are 
paid by the phone company that makes the 
call. The rates are determined bilaterally. 

The telco regulator met yesterday with rep- 
resentatives of Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. and its wireless unit Smart Com- 
munications Inc., Globe Telecom Inc., and 
Digital Telecommunications Phils. Inc. 

Solis directed Globe and PLDT to submit their 
"compromise" proposals. He added that the NTC 
‘would evaluate whether the proposed rates of 
PLDT and Globe are reasonable. 


VICTOR N. TAN, President and CEO of Crolific Garments Manufacturing Corp.(Bobson) • Recognized as one of the Top Ten Entrepreneurs 
for SME by Entrepreneur Philippines 2005 + Company chosen as Most Outstanding Manufacturer of Local Jeans Wear by the Consumer 
Union of the Philippines, 2003-2005 • National Consumer Excellence Award Recipient as Best Jeans Manufacturer by the Parangal ng 
Bayan Foundation, April 2005 « Director, Anvil Business Clubs Vice Chairman for Trade, Chinese Filipino Business Club » Director, Philippine 


Buddha Light International Association 


DAY 3 (February 25, 2006/ 10 a.m. to 6 pm). 
The Franchise Boom: Now s the Time to Get Started By: Association of Filio Franchises Inc 
T'itermational Workshop on Technopreneuship - Conducted by: Prof. Patrick Chan - HOST: 
DOST. Franchise Your Business An Option for Growth - Ву: Phtippine Franchise Association + 
‘The Entrepreneur: Know Thyself . By: Lex Ledesma « Finding Your Opportunity of a Lifetime: 
Where do Entrepreneurs Get Their Kees Ву: Jy Bernardo,- Moving innovations to Maret 
By, hoot Arroyo = The Essentials of a Successful. Business Start-up - By: Joe Santos » FORI 
Pancing Programs that Work - Moderator: Mau Bolante - Panelists: National Livelihood Support 
Fund, Personal Bank Loan providers, ABS-CEN Sayan Microfinance Foundation, Pawnshops, 
(ране = aera Optimizing Your tet Cpa by electa Pape 
nee 


чем no speakers or contrat 


Presented by 


(hese 


DAY 1 (February 23, 2006/ 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) 
DAY 1 (EEDE UA doy entrepreneurship Teachers 7 одна / Programs by PCE + 
РСЕ eco O E etre and Ones Тә inspire More пета Fi 
тонша rusts hes Han та re etae илена: ого Rat Fen 
Entrepreneurs, Marat M Hen Ay. Felipe Gazon, Vienne Tan, Henry Li Bon 
gfe fa ane Psy ae ay ca unc sear TOM t 

a 


Shui Master 
je Chaos Business Outlook + FORUM 2: А Global Market Beckoas The Filipino 


repreneut 
Panelists: Dennis Mendiola, Dr. Paco Sande as, Guillermo Luchangco, Ben Colayco, Menardo 
"уеге: Је = FORUM 3: Uncommon Heroes for the Commen Good - Panelists:Dr. Justin Arboleda, 
Francsco Colayco, Ray Gapuz I, Rina Lopez-Bautista”, Dylan Wilk, Gerry Geronimo" » Breeding 
‘The Entrepreneurial Mindset and Culture By Raju Mandhyan » FORUM 4: New Approaches In 
спорне Carton  CUUANITNG FORUM Totg ne esi тениме gn 
the Philippines Panelist Sec. Arthur Yap, Sec. Estrella Alabastro, Chairman Carlito Puno, 
lC /searelary Fe Hidalgo, Undersecretary Zorayda Amelia Alonzo, Executive Director болдейла 
Жа, Gov. Luts Raymund F. Vilafuerte*, Linda Wirt, Johnlu Koa, Prof. Josephine Aguilar 


DAY 2 (February 24, 2006/ 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 
‘Opening Ceremonies Cutting of Ribbon: V? Noli de Castro, Sen Manuet Villar, Sen. Manuel Roxas 
еп. Ramon Magsaysay Jr Sen. Francis Pangilinan, Cong, Wiihelmino Alvarado, Mayor Rosendo 
Capes, Mayor Fred Tinga, Government Officials, Partner Organizations, «international Workshop 
on Technepreneurship = Conducted by: Prof. Patrick Chan - HOST: DOST • Business Pian 
PESO, CEBC, ENEDA, CI HSBC, TIES, ONIA, GEN-P « Easy Tips on How 
ind How to Supply to Retailers - By: Steven Т. Cua » "Elevator Pitch” 
‘Contest Winners à Runners-up < Funding Options for Outstanding 
Food Cart Assocation of the Philippines 
Concert with Orange and Lemons at the 


Call 637-9347 or 631-8101 
loc. 7188 / 0920-9269232 


‘Since PLDT is the bigger player, the bulk of the 
local traffic ends on its network. Thus, it stands 
to benefit from higher access charges. In terms of 
traffic coming from the United States, the Philip- 
pines gets the fourth largest volume. PLDT and 
Globe eam a lot from these inbound calls. 


Treasury bill ... 


From page Bt 
lion, also much higher than the government's 
offering of PLS billion. 

Credit-rating agency FitchRatings yester- 
day announced that it revised its outlook on 
the Philippines from "negative" to "stable," 
citing improvements in the government's fis- 
cal position and easing political tension. (See 
story on Page 1.) 

"The change in outlook followed the govem- 
ments attainment of a bette-than-expected fiscal 
performance for 2005, The budget deficit last year 
Stood at P146.5 billion, or lower than the official 
ceiling of P180 billion set by the government. 

Fitch noted that political noise has eased com- 
pared with last years, although adding that there 
might be renewed uncertainty in the political en- 
vironment because of the possibility that im- 
peachment proceedings against President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyomight be revived this year 

Last week, S&P made a similar move of 
changing its outlook on the Philippines from 
"negative" to "stable." 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2006 NU ede " | BUSINESS 
No more IPO auctions please 


‘TODAY IS NOT ONLY VALENTINES to get the interest of investors and I er and les sophisticated. Let use- MWC. Most companies are ex- last year yet the market remains 


Day but also our 10th wedding an- hope they will continue to do this. vert to fixed price issues. pected to post higher profits for lifeless. mrbearbull@hotmail.com 
niversary 1 decided that was а good While writing this series, I tem- Mr. BEARBULL. | ‘The dividend season starts in 


Фау to get married because 1 would рогату ignored the rest of the earnest this week, and already we = " 

only haveto take my wife out oncea market, but if First Gen had looked = have а 34-percent increase from Have a SMART зав пв 2006... use 
year instead of twice. Also, all theex- attractive, I' ‘would have mentioned RLC, a 52% increase from SECB скаде oftware. 
pensive restaurants are fully booked it. Once the underwriters sliced off £07 Nathan and a 51-percent increase from 


50 we usually end up in а fast food. the top half of the range from P51- 
This year, we are going to the Greasy P74downtoP51-P63,itwasobvi- Г 
‘Spoon, all you can eat for P35. ‘ous that the “enormous amount of & 

We got married in a registry of foreign interest did not exist. 501 | Earn 0 interest! E: rol &. а Pp viec eee и 
fice, after which we were taken in- told readers in my newsletter to б 0 = Y 9 т of government reportorial requirements. 
to a room where a middle-aged la- forget about the issue altogether | M SI DTR DAILY TIME RECORDING | 
dy gave us а book called “Family Twas shocked when the under- 0 5 mv SYSTEM 
planning in the 90s,” (it was 1996). writers announced a further reduc- pen a 5-year A Time Keeping Software that keeps track employee's 
1:014 her that when I reached 90,1 боп in the price to P47 because - " А 1 ве nee be eps act epe S 

А d 3 tardiness, UT and OT records. 
leo her that when ested OT Gey receive шеми. | PSBank Prime Time Deposit now: nce, absences, y 
ning. She was not amused. mission which runs into millions of PERSONNEL 
и uly mower emails Бито dollars in exchange for which they e Affordable at PhP50,000. INFORMATIONSYSTEM ' 
lid not contain retum addresses,so guarantee to take up any unwant- Displays comprehensive 20: i « 
will answer them here. ‘ed shares at the minimum price of • Guaranteed fixed rate for 5 years. ARE p bois жаш 

"My husband has lost so much P51. 1 have never heard of under- • Monthly payout of interest earnings. OTHER PRODUCTS: | 
money in IPOs that he has become writers reneging on their commit- | 
TPO-sensitive and is very depressed. ment before, but they must have ted reis on ри onem basis and subject to change without por neti pi hana ool зе qM ни м 
1s there a home for such people?" put pressure of FPH to agree. + Eor йв on Pro System сай. 

Yes, madam put him in an IPO¢. ‘The shares went toan immediate к 734-8858 • 736-6753 e 735-4892 | FREE DEMO 

“Dear Mr. Bearbull, is it safe to discount, closing P1.50 lower at w/in 
have a baby after 357" Well, I am P45.50. This is the 4th IPO to goto a 
not a doctor but I would have discount, though SCC went initially 
thought that after having 35, you to a large premium, and fell only 
should quit. when the company announced it ^ qmm € 

1 have an umbrella in my of would miss its profits forecast. I PCR ТАЛЕ and 9 Dela Rosa Condo 
fice, and I call it Adam because think investors are now wary ofthis BS ын Ашны E M T en gend METROSOFT, INC КЕЛИУИ 


‘one of its ribs is missing. type of auction and rightly so. 192327 for Globe ог 0917-8902327 for non-Glebe users. — € ш. Өг». IO ISS 
етеп between Меп the Conservative govem- | tees a me Mage бана hm retin вета e эол 8922735 Email sigas сот 


a Xerox machine and bird flu? ment denationalized the ste! indus- 
One makes facsimiles; the other пу, there were a number of new is- 
makes sick families. sues, ай at a fixed price, and every 
‘Aman woke up after an operation опе went to a premium and stayed 
and told the surgeon, "T can't feel my above the issue price for the next two 
legs." The surgeon replied, Thatisbe- years. I wrote about this a couple of 
cause we have cıt of your arms” months ago. After a long period of 
vies successful, heavily oversubscribed 
1 realize that my articles are new issues and happy investors, the 
much longer than other colum- issuing houses switched to a Dutch 
nists, so the first two parts of "How auction. A range was fixed and you 
tobe a better investor-Part IF were could put in mukiple bids. For eram- 
splattered over two pages while ple, if the range was 5-6 pounds, you 
the third was relegated to the back could apply for 10,000 shares at 6; 
page. I received 43 e-mails from 50,000 at 5.50 and 100,000 at 5. The 
readers asking what happened to issuing house would start at the top 
the last part, as they did not see it and work their way down unti the i- 
in the inside page. I sent it to all of sue was fully subscribed. 
them with an apology, but it is not T it was, then а cut-off point was 
the editors fault. Advertisements reached at say 5.40, and anyone 
take priority because they are rev- who bid above that price was allot- 
enue producing. In the future, 1 ted shares at 5.40 even if they bid 6. 
will reduce my articles by one- Anyone below was cut out. Alas, the 
third, and if necessary by one-half. system did not work and nobody 
‘The series, which I update and bothered to apply If speculators 
revise annually, attracted alot of at- could not see.a profit on the first day, 
tention, and I received up to 50 e- they ignored it After the auction 
mails а day from readers. | an- flopped three times in a row, it was 
swered them all briefly, as I only eventually abandoned. 1 hope the 
type with one finger Itisa pity there PSE, in the future, will discourage 
is no course on the stock market, this type of issue. Maybe it works in 
but the PSE had a seminar last week the US, but we are very much small- 
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Attention: MSI Payroll Users 
Latest version w/the new PHIC TABLE lor 
PREMIUM CONTRIBUTION for 2006 
үз now available 


Republic of the Philippines. 
ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Pilar Street, Zamboanga City 


SECTION 1. INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 
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Perfect combination of Family and Fortune. 


Build your home and start your business inside Westwood Place, a S-hectare residential and 
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PRIME RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL LOTS AVAILABLE. FUTURA 


AS 8. 
For inquiries, call: (02) 727-8888 Iw ors Dind at 


мм LAND, INC 
t Avenue on Feb. 19, 2006. fitivvostlani. 
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WESTERN VISAYAS MEDICAL CENTER 
Mandurriao, Поћо City 
Fax No. 321-17-97 
E-mall address: wvme@mozcom.com 
Project Rolerenca Number 06001 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOREMGIBILITY ANB TO BID 
The DOHWodam Visayas Madral Сапег trough їз Bids and Awards Commitee (ВАС) 
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Вид ot Hosp Supplos and Males 
Western Visayas Мейса Cantar 
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Pho 14 842,100.00 


Ет 
Fabry 1 - Febuary 1б, 206 
February 10, 2008 Fay 


February 28 206 Tuesday. 
Marc 1 = March 18, 2008 
Post quiicaton Marc 16 - March 22,2008 
T- Моке of Anard March 28,2008 
"Bi Docunents wi te avaiable опу i pospacive bidders upon paymant of a по 
relundabis ammount of Pp 2,50000 na DOH: Westar Visayas adl Caner casar. 
‘The DOH Western Visayas Мадев Contr assumes по esponsbity whatsoover 1o 
onpensse or ndemnly bc or any expenses curred m ha proparton ol he ВИ. 
Approved: 
(608) ROMEO Р, VARGAS, MD, PCS. 
ВАС Charman 


{Pl Fino t ao 


EXG 
ji Pj 


ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. 


m 
UU 
право. 


pe: 


Sios: 


Philweb Corp. y 
а a 
ra 


lesu & Resorts Cor 
romere Et Proc. ne 


Pays ine. 
Apex Mining o. inc 
Apex Ming Co: 


ang Enc 
ra Minn 


zi 


Scal 
Bs BELBEUBSSO 


355.6 


лн SERVICES 


ap 


5255.888 


ES 


ашны 


8: 


Wania ang Ca A 
Mnt Mind car 
Go Comp 
Pt ig com A 
Piet inno: 
‘td Eragon c 
vues inane 
onal Pet tin B 
‘She Prot top А 
the пиво Cor В 
Priteensray Ros Corp. 
PLDT (10% Prot) Seres U i 
Барни ш n.o 


аз.свиние бар, (POR) WS ^ d 


Yuchengco retires; daughter 
Helen is successor 


From page BI 
business for over 75 years, mak- 
ing non-life insurer Malayan In- 
surance the undisputed leader in 
the industry today. 

‘Yuchengco said that despite his 
retirement, he will keep his office 
at RCBC Plaza to stay up close to 
major developments in YGC and 
in the countrys affairs. 

A certified public accountant and 
once an accounting professor 
Yuchengco has earned the respect 
of his employees and business part- 
ners for his fastidiousness and at- 
tention to detail, knowing very well 
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how "small things сап unmake 
great plans.” 

On top of his numerous 
achievements in business, he is 
one of the few who has had a dis- 
tinguished career in government 
service. He has served as ambas- 
sador to China and to Japan and 
as the Philippine Permanent Rep- 
resentative to the United Nations, 
He has also been a trusted adviser 
to several Filipino presidents. He 
currently serves as presidential 
adviser for Foreign Affairs with a 
Cabinet rank under the Arroyo ad- 
ministration. 


PAMPANGA II ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 
- - GUAGUA, PAMPANGA 
February 10, 2008 
INVITATION TO BID 


PAMPANGA Il ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (PELCO 1) WITH 
OFFICE ADDRESS AT SAN ROQUE, GUAGUA, PAMPANGA IS 
PRESENTLY IN NEED OF INTERESTED ELIGIBLE BIODERS FOR THE 
‘SUPPLY OF SEVENTEEN (17) UNITS SUZUKI VEHICLE (CUSTOMIZED), 
FOUR (4) UNITS SUZUKI VEHICLE (MULTI CAB) AND FOUR (4) UNITS 
SUZUKI VEHICLE (4 WHEEL DRIVE), 


You are therefore Invited to submit your bids/proposals to the PBAC 
and participate in a sealed bidding on February 23, 2006 (Thursday), 
1000 A.M. al PELCO II Board Room San Roque, Guagua, Pampanga 
wherein your bid will be opened in your presence or that of your 
representativas. Late submission and/or incomplete bid documents shall 
not be accepted 


REQUEST FURTHER TO INCLUDE IN YOUR SEALED BIDS/ 
PROPOSALS ASIDE FROM THE BID AMOUNT, THE TERMS OF 
PAYMENT. THE BID BOND IS EITHER IN THE FORM OF CASH OR 
MANAGER'S CHECK EQUIVALENT TO TWO AND ONE HALF PERCENT 
(2.5%) OF THE TOTAL BID PRICE OR SURETY BOND (WI О.В.) 
EQUIVALENT ТО TEN PERCENT (10%) OF THE TOTAL BID PRICE. ALL 
BIDDERS ARE REQUESTED TO BE AT PELCO | BOARD ROOM AT 
EXACTLY 10.00 AM, TO SECURE BID DOCUMENTS (FOR PROPER 
SPECIFICATION OF VEHICLES), ACCREDITATION AND FURTHER 
CLARIFICATION PLEASE CONTACT OR VISIT РВАС CHAIRPERSON 
MS. ANA LEA N. NARCISO, TEL. NO. (045) 900-0611 OR MR. NEIL S. 
ISIP (048) 801-0864-65, 

LATE SUBMISSION OF BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. THE PBAC HAS 
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS THAT DO NOT COMPLY WITH 
THE REQUIREMENTS, WAIVE ANY INFORMALITY IN THE PROPOSAL 
RECEIVED AND TO ACCEPT SUCH MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE 
COOPERATIVE, 

(808) ANA LEA N. NARCISO 


үр? төзү 1U 16 200) 'PBAC Chairperson 


upervisory Lscadership 
Development 


0 p. т Holiday Inn Galleria] 


NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 


INVITATION TO BID 


The NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY (NDC) 
nterested bidders for the salo of t property 

ol 0.277 square meters located 

Barangay Soyung, Echague. 

"basie. The minimum 


"The productive or anemic performance of your people and your business depends largely 
оп your supervisors, If they сап effectively guide, control and motivate the people, the 
desired result will be achieved, Unfortunately, supervision is anything but easy. In fact, 
what often happens is thal when a productive worker Is promoted lo а supervisory position, 
the company loses an effective worker and gains a poor supervisor. ‘This is known as the 
Peter Principle and this ts largely attributable to lack of fundamental skills and attitude 
training in supervision, Lack of training в a sure-fire formula for failure. This powerful 
program is designed to equip and empower the Supervisors by providing thom the 
fundamental and advanced concepts and tools lo professionalize their management style 
опа enable them to effectively load their team. 


LEARNING SEED 


Session 1: Why Some Supervisors Fall Session IV : Planning and Gon! Setting 
Session Ц: Becoming a Supervisor Session V : Leading Your People 
Session Ш: Some Nuts And Bolts of Supervison Session VI: How to Motivate (or Result 


WHO SHOULD ATTEND 

iow or roconiiy promolod supardsors wih los thon threo узга of formal supervisory oxporionco 

sepononeed sepervieora of monagors rontonng to job markot and looking to update thelr готов. 

formal londers uno поло an uncial euparvisary roe of ваш tooma of covorkors or volunioare 
7 Inciiduole пово caroor pano cludo bocoming supervisor inthe nonr futura 

SEMINAR INVESTMENT 
>>> EARLY BIRD RATE <<< >>>REGULAR RATE««« 
p 1,206 + vat until February 16 Р 1.406 vat starting February 17 
(complete with snacks, handouts and certificates) 


CALL US NOW FOR INQUIRIES/RESERVATIONS 
VORTER & MILES Look Гог Mercy 638-1719/20 


вах Number 637-6890 Lovall:pul@atfox.net Webslterwwwpmleom.ph. 


Interested partes may registor and securo Bidding 
Guidelines upon paymant of PS00.00 which Is non- 
Tetundable beginning February 20, 2006 at: 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 

Cio The Secretariat 

Disposal Commiteo 

T" Floor, National Developmen! Company Bldg. 

116 Tordesitas SL, Salcedo Vilage, Makati City 

Direct Line (02) 840-13-38. (02) 840-11-47; 

‘Trunk Lin: (02) 40-48-38 Locals 212, 267 & 269 
Apre-bid conference shall bo held on March 6, 2006. 
930 AM at the Alberto Barretto Hall, National 
Development Company Banding. 
Bids must be sealed and submited between 6:00 
AM ia 200 РМ of March 10, 2008 labeled ond 
faddrassed as follows 

‘Tho CHAIRMAN 

Disposal Comvmhteo 

Natonal Dovelopmont Company 

"T^ Floor, МОС Buding 

{16 Terdesilas St, Salcedo Vilage, Makati City 

CODE: Soyung, Echague Property 
“The opening of sealed bis prepared in the prescribed 
forme and accompanied by а 10% bid bond ıs 
scheduled on March 10 at 201 PM al the Alborto 
Boratto Hall, МОС Building in the presence of ali 
bidders) and lor thet suhonzed ropresentalves. 
Bids received after 2:00 РМ shall no longer bo 
accoptod. 
‘The NOC Disposal Commilloo reservos tho right to 
Тое! any and all bids or 10 wawe any of the 
formalities roqurad, or accept only such bida wich 
aro deemed advantageous to МОС. 

(рова! Conimitteo Chairman 


'UESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2006 


MORE EFFICIENT 


MWC profit up 51 


By Christine A. Gaylican million liters per day (MLD) jack- 
ing up MWGI's water delivery to 
864 MLD as of December 2005, 
Aquino said, MWCI now serves 
more than 600,000 households, 
95 percent of which are now en- 
Joying 24-hour water service. 

According to MWCI chief fi- 
nance officer Sherisa Nuesa, 
company revenue grew by 35 
percent to Р5.68 billion. Earnings 
before interest, taxes, deprecia 
tion and amortization (Ebitda) 
went up by 46 percent to P2.96 
billion, reflecting strong operat- 
ing cash flows, Nuesa added. 

MWCI intends to sustain its 
growth momentum in 2006 and 
beyond with a P4 6-billion capital 
investment program thatis aimed 
at reaching customers in high- 
level areas such as Taguig, An- 
tipolo, Taytay, Cainta, San Mateo, 
Montalban, Angono, Binango- 
nan, Baras and Jala-jala. 


AYALA-LED MANILA WATER CO. 
reported a 51-percent increase in 
its net income last year to P2.01 
billion from year-ago level. 

Company officials said the im- 
provement could be attributed to 
better operational efficiency and 
service improvements. 

Tn an investors briefing, MW- 
CI president Antonino T. Aquino 
said the companys financial 
performance was backed by 
strong operational gains and an 
8-percent reduction in systems 
losses, also known as non-rev- 
enue water. 

“The reduction in our NRW al- 
lowed us to provide water to ad- 
ditional 45,167 households and 
to improve service to existing 5 
million customers," Aquino said. 

‘The NRW reduction resulted in 
additional billed volume of 39 


February 13, 2006 

Country Unit 
United Statos Dolar 
Japan Yen 
Unites Kingdom Рош 
Hong Kong Dollar 
Switzerland Franc 
Canada. Dolar 
Singapore Dolar 
Australia Dolar 
Bahrain Dinar’ 
Saudi Агра Rial 
Brunel Dollar 
Indonesia Rupiah 
Thaland Baht 
UAE Dirham. 
Euro Euro 
Braz Real 
Denmark Kroner 
India Rupee 
Malaysia Ringgit 
Mexico, Now Poso 
New Zealand Dollar 
South Africa Rand 
Korea Won 
Taan Mt Dollar 


Dollar 
Equivalent 
1,000000. 
О 
1.144800 
0.128888 
0.764818 
0.867604 
0.614817 
0.738389 
2.653204 
0.266645, 
0612932 
0.000108 
0.025484 
0272272 
1190000 
0482855 
0.150424 
0.022686 
0.268601 
0.095152 
0.678104 
0.163994 
0.001034 
0.031040 


Poso 
Equivalent 
51.4900 
04369 
898452. 
6.6376 
303874 
44.5807 
316625 
38.0263 
136.6384 
137320 
31.5654. 
00058 
13124 
140217 
61.2838 
23.8386 
82102 
11683 
1318327 
4.9002 
348217 
8.4424 
0.0532 
15085 


Equivalent 


0840236 
0007129 
1466050 
0.108309 
0.642704 
0.729079 
0.516853 
0820495 
2.229600 
0224071 
0515070 
0000091 
002415 
0.228800 
1.000000 
0288055 
0133970 
0019064 
0.225715 
0.079960 
0.569835 
0.137760 
0.000869 
0.026084 


NOTICE OF SEARCH FOR 
TIBURCIO TANCINCO MEMORIAL INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 


PRESIDENCY 


Minimums Porsenal Qualtteatiora: 
T hunoa a F ipin onas 
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PAMPANGA II ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 


REG 


INVITATION TO BID 


PAMPANGA II ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, ING. (PELCO II) WITH OFFICE 
ADDRESS AT SAN ROQUE, GUAGUA, PAMPANGA IS INVITING FOLLOWING 
INTERESTED BIODERS FOR THE SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF THE 
FOLLOWING. 
Package 1: 

1 Conductor, ACSR Duplex #6 

2. Conductor, ACSR #170 

3. conducir, Polyihelino # 10 
Package 2: 

1 Pole, Concrete 30' Class A 

2. Polo, Concrete 35 Class ТА 

3. Pole, Concrete 40 Class ТА 
Package 3: 

1. Transformer, Dist 25KVA (76201132, 120.2401) 
2 Transformer, Dist 37.5 KVA (1620132, 120-2400) — 1OUnts 
3. Translormer, Dist SOKVA (7820132 120240) - 10Unis 

(o therefore invited to submit your bids/proposals to the РВАС and 

participate in a sealed bidding оп February 23, 2008 (Thursday), 11.00 AM at 
PELCO N Board Room San Roque, Guagua, Pampanga wherein your bd wil be 
opened in your presence or that of your representatives. Lalo submission andlor 
Incomplete bid documents shall not be accepted 
REQUEST FURTHER TO INCLUDE IN YOUR SEALED BIDS/PROPOSALS 
ASIDE FROM THE BID AMOUNT, THE TERMS OF PAYMENT. THE BID BOND 
IS EITHER INTHE FORM OF CASH OR MANAGER'S CHECK EQUIVALENT ТО 
TWO АМО ONE HALF PERCENT (2 5%) OF THE TOTAL BID PRICE OR 
‘SURETY BOND (WI O.R.) EQUIVALENT TO TEN PERCENT (10%) OF THE 
TOTAL BID PRICE. ALL BIDDERS ARE REQUESTED TO BE AT PELCO ll 
BOARD ROOM AT EXACTLY 11.00 A M TO SECURE BID DOCUMENTS ANO 
FURTHER CLARIFICATION PLEASE CONTACT OR VISIT PBAC 
CHAIRPERSON MS. ANA LEA N. NARCISO, TEL. NO (045) 900.0511 OR MR 
NEIL 5. ISIP (045) 001-0864-65. 
PLEASE BE INFORMED TO SUBMIT THREE (3) SEPARAGE BIDIPROPOSALS 
WITH CORRESPONDING BID BONDS FOR PACKAGE 1, PACKAGE 2 & 
PACKAGE 3 RESPECTIVELY 
LATE SUBMISSION OF BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. THE РВАС HAS THE 
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL DIDS THAT DO NOT COMPLY WITH THE 
REQUIREMENTS, WAIVE ANY INFORMALITY IN THE PROPOSAL RECEIVED 
AND TO ACCEPT SUCH MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE COOPERATIVE. 


(Sp) ANAL LEA N. NARCISO 
РВАС Chorporson. 


50.000 Metors 
10000 Meters 
10000 Meio: 


50 Pieces 
70 Pieces 
30 Pocos 


ЕЯ 


You 


рй Febuary 148 15,200) 
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CLASSIFIEDS ~ 
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RATES 
P75 per line 
(pes es of ANT 


DEADLINES 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday’ 
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ERECTION PROBLEMS 
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KELOIDPAP SMEAR 


COMPLETE LABORATORY 
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Al Around Wald Cock 8956702 


NEED MAIDS 4328194 


вина прса тз 


BAHAY эдт 4540920 


Yaya, Cook Hmald 6957507 


PRT BAHAY 
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‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


LIPAT BAHAY 8990215 


SPISOQITRIP 742-14-57 


"PROFESSIONAL & CREDLE" 
we BUY USED 


SWISS WATCHES 


‘SCR 2E GRETA! мшш 


‘SWISS WATCH LOANS 


LOWS INTEREST 


A NAME YOU CAN TRUSTL 
МАМЕА WATCH EXCHANGE 


BUY‘ SELL’ PAWN 
ROLEX+OTHERS 


L OTHER SWISS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
"WHAPPRAISALIFAST CASH 
 REPARUPOUSH ANY WATCH 
теве 0184 834-2086. 


WE BUY AT HIGH PRICE. 
ROLEX 


5646593 5897041 
5639742 0917-8473744 


BUYING ROLEX 
‘Wigs WATCHES BEST PRICE 
"7269687 + 0917-8884040 
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Fax No Ge 1801 
(Sod) ATTY, OSCAR L PARAS, JR. 


HEPES тратта Aud Comite. 


OPPORTUNITIES 


In the Invitation to Apply for Eligibility 
and to Bid, ITB No.: 01-08-2006 of 
Philippine Amusement & Gaming 


Mariteo,Butecan 
э Veretemod Pledges ol AU 
GUST 285 wit be Auctioned са 
TER. м, Ob um Lanuza 1 Sons 
КЕ 

ка 


SALES PROMO GIRLS 


hae 19 Far Complexan FOR 
Benty Рве ТИБЫ 70880 


AW Usedvomes Pledges of 
AUG. 2005 wil be Auctioned 
‘on FEB. 24, 100200. 
Lamma à Sons Autoneer. 
POF February 14,2006) PO - Fémay M, 200) 


Corporation (PAGCOR) printed in this 
paper February 5 & 12, 2006, the 
approved budget for Casino Filipino — 
Hyatt and Casino Filipino-Siiahis should 


CAR VANS 410-5303 
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CUBAO эт" 0917-793 


GLOBAL CITY 0817-7938884 


MANDALUYONG 11 STRY 


BLDG, NCE * 0917-7838884 


BULACAN РМ Tastes 


Kamas #76 Kh Pitt 


Vans, Coaster, Bus, Храп 
Раво Wh Benz U-Drive Car 
813-1975 • 8131976 

эы Cantons Cabs 4229296 

Cheap Van узт! S411 

"FRANCIS CAR RENTAL 

ALL CARS UDANE WORIVER 
зарона CEL ee 

POOLS stseri0 | 432082 


RENT A VAN 
0817-5444721 * 642-405 


i» АВС OPEN 24 HRS. 
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SBRITB 455 
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“Tied Lot along Nal а LA: 


T Auto Easy sasaat 
1% AUTOLOAN 788-0961 


1% Car Lending 656-0140 
Unt Tree Car Loan Corp. 


бе P30,448,619.52 and по! 
P30,446,619.52 as published. 
Our apologies. 


THE WERITAGE PARK 
FORT BONIFACIO 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden, 


Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets •Саегед Meals 
*Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 • 845-2334 to 38 


Bree 1% CARLOAN 373-6519 


Рип поразе located at 


Мовай Cawayan, Masbate cal 


are бе 


оз 3455790, (8260000002 


2944 Form Lot Sio Niho 
108170885134 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


пп. 14 Units tr Studenta nr 


mmm 
темом taking car 6318577 
1.5% Easy Car Loon 3748705 
палау noon 701505255 
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БР“ СЕСИЛА т. SAMANIEGO TZ 


of Hilltop Subdivision, Novaliches, Quezon City 
Peacefully joined our Creator os. February 11, 2006. 

Her sister Pilar of Palmdale, California, other sisters who preceded her in death Natividad. Rita, 
Purificacion, and Amada: brothers who also preceded her in death Julian, Ricardo, Vicente, and Arturo; 
pisces Amihan, luminada, Antonette, Divina, Angelita, Amelia, Teresita and Julieta; nephews Bayani, 
Antonio, Ricardo Jr. Managumpay. Arturo, Eduardo, Renato, Rafael, Miguel, Cesar, Juanito, 
Juliaito, Romart, Vicente, and Jonathan, and other relatives and friends request your prayers for the 
‘eternal repose of ber soul. 

Her remains Бе in state atthe Ascension of Our Lord Parish, Lagro Subdivision, Novaliches, Quezon 
Ciy. 
| ‘After the 9:00 a.m. Mass on Thursday, February 16, 2006, interment will take place at tbe Holy Cross 

Memorial Park, Quirino Highway, Novaliches, Quezon City 

1a lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Ascension of Our Lond Parish, Lagro 
Subdivision, Novaliches, Quezon City 


Our Dearly Beloved 


MAMA 


(2 (ота Yilamayor 


now rests in the infinite warmth 
and embrace of our Lord. 
She joined our Creator 
on the 12th of February, 2006, 
at the age of 78. 


Her loving husband ENGR. FILOTEO, 
JR.; children NONOT & IYOH, PAUL (1) & 
JOEY, NOEL & MARIBEL, JOSEPH und 
CHRISTINE; grandchildren, brothers and 
sister and all her relatives and friends request 
the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose 
of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial 
Chapels, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 

Cremation will be held on February 16, 2006 
at 9:00 a.m. at Loyola Memorial Park 
Crematory, Marikina City after the 7:00 a.m. 
Mass at Arlington, Araneta. 
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OBITUARY 
REQUIREMENTS 


ERRATUM 


In the obituary ad of DR. MA. GRACIA 
(GRACE) LUMBA, Ph.D. published in the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer February 13, 2006, the 
name of her daughter was inadvertently printed as 
Mabia L. Halliday instead of MARIA L. 
HALLIDAY. 


© Copy of Death 
Certificate 

'6 Any identification 
document (LD) 


We accept credit cards. 
‘and bankto-bank 


Our apologies 
payments. poor 


3 BENJAMIN BERNARDO DAMIAN 


5 


Died onthe grace of our Lord on 
February 12, 2006 at the ane of 87. 
His bereaved wife Amparo; chikiren Sonny and Rita, Gite and 
Clifton; grandchildren Benjie, Claire, Tin aud Туз; sisters, ssery-in- 
mier nieces relate and fede reque e pious reader to 
Pray foie elena repone of is soul 
Ver у Жа in hare at No. 7 G. Valderrama Sere 
Puig Cy 
$e. nr wil be on Thursday, February 16, 2006 at ће Pasig 
Cue Сш after the 1-00 pom. mas at the Immaculate 8 
Conception Сийе in Pasig Cy 4 
аач 
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Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


By Anne A. Jambora. 


AS SOON AS HER DAILY GRIND IS 
over, Angela Samson (not her real 
name) lets her hair down in the 
hippest night spots of the city or in 
some quiet, yet undiscovered 
nook. By her side, as always, is her 
boyfriend of two years, Augusto, 
whose idea of going out together 
almost every day was the spring of 
their adventures together in the 
city and beyond. 

Lucky for them they eam enough to care- 
Jessly throw away between P1,000-2,000 
each every time they go out—and they make 
sure dating is as regular as almost every day. 
Thats not even counting the out-of-town trips 
that easily require each to fork in P4,000 or 
more. 

But with the EVAT now at a steep 12 per- 
cent, the couple know they sorely need a dras- 
ticlifestyle makeover. 

Movie-going is among the first to go on 
their "reform" list. Instead of indulging them- 
selves in their fave cinemas where tickets 
have jacked up from P130 to P160, both now 
goes to a neighboring mall that charges only 
P110. Angela says they might even try the 
older movie houses of the same mall whose 
tickets are at an affordable P90. 


Cheap food 
‘Their dining experience has also taken an 
audacious turnaround. Homey and tradition- 


The 2-percent increase 
in the expanded 
value-added tax means 
more incentive 
for value-added dating 


al cooking has taken over posh and pricey 
dishes. Both have found out they can each 
spend as less as P38-P100 per scrumptious 
‘meal at decent eating places. And these are 
not the bland fast-food hangouts either, 
whom Angela mockingly classify as “emer- 
gency provisions.” If they're cash-strapped, 
they opt to cook at Angela's place. Luxurious 
cuisine, she says, are now reserved for special 
occasions. 

"It is a conscious effort to look for cheaper 
alternatives now that we drive up all the way 
to Binondo in search of great food places,” she 
says. 

Even their car park routine has changed. If, 
for instance, a parking spaceis free or charges 
а minimal fee for the first, say, four hours then 
charges per hour thereafter, Augusto will take 
the car out for a spin just before the lease on 
the space expires, then drives it back again to 
park. That way, Angela says, they won't have 
to pay the succeeding per-hour rate. 

‘And it used to be that Augusto had the pen- 
chant of pumping in premium gasoline into 
the car that traveling from his house in 
Parafiaque to pick up Angela in Manila cost 


What the heart needs 


LOVE—FOR YOUR HEART, THAT 1S—SHOULD 
be forever. 

Studies show that heart disease is no longer 
just a problem of the elderly. Many young 
ipinos are increasingly at risk of heart attack. 

Dr. Antonio Sibulo 
Jk, director of the 


Sibulo, who set up the St. Luke's Cardiac Re- 
habilitation Department (tel. 7230101) in 
1989, says even people with по heart problems 
should do regular 30-40 minutes workout 
three times a week with moderate intensity. 


Heart Institute of the RENS 
St. Lukes Medical 
Center, says living 
and eating habits 
have to change to 
prevent heart dis- 
eases. 

Though the elderly 


Transcendental Meditation? 
for Creativity, Health, AfMuence and Peace 

TM isa simple, effortless ment 

gives deep rest, red 

Felieves insomni 

rgy and product 


Tel: (02) 633-1274 өг (02) 638-4122 , call between Lam to 4pm. 


Free Introductory Lecture 


technique that 
es stress and 


(60 years old and 


above) are generally 
at greater risk due to 
the stiffening of blood 
vessels, Sibulo says 
he is now getting pa- 
tients in their 205. 

Four major factors 
that may lead to heart 
disease are high 
cholesterol, smoking, 
hypertension and dia- 
betes. Contributing 
factors are sedentary 
living, lack of exer- 
cise, obesity, stress 
and gender. 

Sibulo says the 
westemization of the 
Filipino diet—fatty 
foods and lots of 
meat—has led to 
higher cholesterol 
levels. 

Hypertension ог 
high blood pressure is 
now a problem with 
some 20 percent of 
the Philippine popu- 
lation. 

А smoker is 1.5 
times more likely to 
develop heart ail- 
ments than а non- 
smoker 
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А fit and healthy body starts with 
the proper diet, exercise and 
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himat least P200. Today he has learned to set- 
Че for cheaper substitutes. 

Both also spend economical activities to- 
gether, such as playing in an 18-hole mini golf 
range with an asking prie of only 
P230/head, with the P100 refundable upon 
checking out. Although golf is not exactly 
their cup of tea, she says they get to spend 
several fun hours together for a very minimal 
price. The same goes for badminton, their fa- 
vorite sport, that allows them to play until 
they run out of breath for only P100. 

Recently, the couple has learned another 
enjoyable trip—walking tours in various loca- 
tions in the city that are absolutely free. Not 
only will the tours give them a wonderful time 
taking lazy walks together, but they get to 
learn history along the way, too. 

Tr is Angela's New Year's resolution not to 
drain her paycheck. So far, she says, she's do- 
ing a good job at it. Times are hard, she says, 
but serimping need not mean sacrificing qual- 
ity of life. After all, the old adage still holds 
true: The best things in life are free. 


E-mail the author at ajambora@inquir- 
er.com.ph 
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AYALA'S secret weapon, HAPPY together. Scott BROTHER and sister love, CUPID hit the bull's eye. ONE of my dearest friends, AFTER SIX years, FATHERLY love at its best! 
gorgeous Cheska Diaz, with Bannon andhis attractive International businessman, Still in each other's arms фат gal Vicky F. Zubiri, international businessman Stunning beauty Amanda Т. 
her prince charming, wife Bea Zubiri fell in love elusive bachelor Ricky four years later, the who will forever be my Marcel Crespo professed with her dad, mega 
businessman Carlitos while working for the same ^ Delgado, and his gorgeous beautiful twosome: of soulmate true love for the galof entrepreneur Al Tengco 
Arcache Morales firmin San Francisco. sister Carmen Delgado Johnny Velasquez and 2005, Celine Lopez. 


SOME 25,000 invitees witnessed the 
one-of-a-kind tribal wedding of Bae 
Audrey Tan and Datu Miguel Zubi 


‘TRUE LOVE: Beautiful Lizzie young couple Victor Delfour Тапќосо and tall, eye- 

Eder gives her husband, and Stephanie Zubirifellin catching beauty Lisa 

dashing Jaime Augusto Zobel, love at first sight and will Rossiter are still on after 

a big hug and a kiss. exchange vows this July. two years. 
‘Tagaytay with 1,000 guests from Cosmo 
Manille's chi-chi set 


Fovers and other strangers 


FRIENDSHIP А CHOSEN ES ‘Two weeks ago, the couple re- 
companion, an intimate photo that ДЫ ЧЛ newed their beautiful marriage 
tums into a lasting memory, a WITHOUT | vows, celebrating 25 silvery years 
brotherly hug, laughter... and BATTING `. of love and happiness in Iloilo. 
lovers. oie 
s palanggas, love may be de. ‘AN EYELASH . „у Marriageisn't 
fined in countless ways. íi 74 sé 
For the true romantic, thisdayis Maurice SY, А ign ба 

most anticipated. But for ће cynic Arcache IN: J witnessed couples, 

and heartbroken, its just another photos by Alex Van Hagen Who still believed in 
ANGELIQUE Villaraza said day. using Kodak EasyShare marriage, gave up 
good-bye to her old love after Pola hens Sad how Cupid, ушт their independence 

4 а: little rascal, may ог may not d саге 
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n обе. bachelor Marcel Crespo, who had do us part” 
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tographer Gutsy Tuason with eye- Other's arms. INQ7.net president and 
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бое mat lased several years, а distance, Although we moved in ` jg “1 do” to Ria Francis- 

Enter gorgeous model Amanda the same circle, 1 went on with my io домі PDIS super at- NOTHING can stop this hot 


Griffin, who ended her short-lived Ше till T made my feelings known ative Lifestyle con. CUPID is crying. Woman of style  Tomance—gorgeous Ornusa 


AWARDANI m love affair with handsome Paolo thet,” Marcel told moi. ib " s 2 
AWARD-WINNING underwat D an ‘ibuting editor, in a romantic Ojeda and Cadness and the "it" boy of 2004, 
underwater Araneta. love the person. He is the man Church wedding in cool Tagaytay. Maryann Ojeda. 


photographer Gutsy Tuason and was looking for but did not realize 
Креми Брета Dehi шлш up mith Becca D. cil we started dating,” Cline ex- Ма, о шш 
arebackineachother'sarms. mance lasted only a short while,as plained, the look of happiness in cae Dc Diana 
пато ebay made them сай her eyes. They are now one ofthe а They сови 
quits happiest twosomes in our tow, Francisco and became husband and 
But love, palangeas, works in a Palanggas wife in a gorgeous wedding ata pri- 
funny way. Gutsy T. realized Фаг |p Joye: again vate chapel in the groom's mansion 


Becca was the girl for him after all in the middle of a sugarcane field in 
so, as of this writing, they are “on _ Another beautiful story isthatof = Talisay, Negros. 5 


again." а gorgeous woman. For several "һер there was the wedding of 
My favorite gal for all seasons, Years she thought she was happily ure of Cosmo Manille’ super beau- > | 
x ју 


entrepreneur Francis Lumen Borgy Manotoc, 
have gone their separate ways. 


al talented designer and extremely Married but things began to tum 2 E 
TRUE companionship. My еей deiner ie pope, Sour and пау She decides ю рш nd таа ао 
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with ultimate bonding. same boat. Ніз “marriage was hit- Glup, а : x Valerie delos Santos and Robby 
б ting rock-bottom, so he decides to, СЧ? 7 Mananquil. 
be honest and end his marriage.” Good and bad news BUSINESS magnate Paing у 
Both have the same personali- Ps re Mely ‘They had an awesome tribal 
ties and chi-chi backgrounds. The Naturellement, there is always Concepcion аге going for the wedding witnessed by political big- 
lady and the gentleman meet, and bad news and good пену platinum. wigs of Mindanao and 25,000 
Ao жечү бшу were meant rece suet Wil Hi Ба пене guests belonging to his constituen- 
for each other Today this second. Wile eir раі thought K was go. су A grand wedding followed in 
ne around lovers are extremely 18:006101 extremely intelligent ‘Tagaytay and the reception was 
happy despite the envy and in. beauty Sunshine de Leon and elu- held at the beautifully renovated 
шон фи plague them, vex, te OTR beebe Апо ‘Tal Vista Lodge. Over a thousand 
duhlings, against all odds they Garcia of ADB, one of the parties high-ranking government officials 
survived and will survive. involved decided to end the rela- headed by no less than President 
Тыз busiest magnate | БОт because he/she was not Macapagal-Arroyo and Cos- 
from the north was happily Т or marriage A mopolitan Manille’s alta sociedad 
калы gru m x NS ct broken мен ыз M attended. 
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Mom gee чује Maryann Ojeda and en- 
опе eaS enough now to Sterenur Francis Lumen, the 
аслии hor we both dii so HUC president Mir 11 yours ма 
why should 1 go back to him? We Peet couple 
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So always remember “love may 
die if held too tightly, love may fly if 
held too lightly. How do I know 
whether I'm killing you or letting 
you go?” 

In the midst of this confusion, 
my dearest palanggas, simply live 
life and let love live. Afterall, love 
conquers us..so go take that leap. 
Ies worth it! 
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Do-it-yourself ' 
cardiovascular. 
tests 


HOLISTIC HEALTH EXPERT Mariandy Fricke 
believes that the world's best doctor and heal- 
er is you. Michael Roizen and Mehmet Oz 
couldn't agree more. 

In their bestseller, “You: The Owner's Man- 
ual," the medical doctors give readers easy- 
to-understand explanations about how the 
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EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


45-degree scissors 


STRENGTHENS ABDOMINAL MUSCLES 

Equipment: 

Exercise mat 

Exercise technique 

1. Lie down on the exercise mat with your arms 
extended beside you. 

2. Bring your knees directly above your hips. Ex- 
tend both legs straight up. 

3. Tighten abdominal muscles as you slowly low- 
ег your legs to a 45-degree angle. This is your start- 
ing position. 


6. Continue in this pattern until you have com- 
pleted the desired number of repetitions. 

Performance tips: 

1.Do not attempt to lower your legs to the 45-де- 
gree starting position until you have tightened your 
abdominal muscles. 

2. Keep your abdominals tight to maintain bal- 
ance and control all throughout the exercise. 

3. Ifyou feel your lower back arching off the floor, 


take a rest. This means your muscles are fatigued. Y 
4, Beginner level: To modify this exercise, keep yout, + 
legs directly over your hips as the starting positions 
Lower your legs one by one to the 45-degree position. 2 
5. Ifthis bothers your lower back in any way don't ^ 
do the exercise. we 
6. Variation: Switch legs a little faster 
Repetition 
Eight to 10 repetitions 


human body func- 
tions and what you 
can do to maintain 
good health and pre- | 5. Bring your leg back to the starting 
vent disease. position and repeat with the opposite 

Ifyou want simple | leg. This is one repetition. 
no-nonsense health 
information written 
with a touch of hu- 
mor, this is the book 
for you. Roizen and 
Oz also have practi- 
а. tal do-it-yourself 

tests for many as- 
pects of health like 
gallstones, sleep ap- 
nea, memory and food allergies. 

"The tests should not keep you from seeking 
‘medical attention but may open your eyes to 
the need to see a doctor. Here are three tests 
from the book to determine the health of your 
heart, lungs and blood vessels: 


4. Continue to maintain the tightness in your 
abdominal muscles as you slowly lower one leg 
toward the floor. 


= 
| WELL AND 
Соор 


Tina Jua: 


Stairway to heaven 

‘The stairs in your home or office can tell 
you a lot about your heart and lungs, accord- 
ing to Roizen and Oz. The test is simple 
Briskly run up two flights of stairs or walk six 
blocks. If you can do either without stopping 
to rest or without gasping for air, your lungs 
are most likely in okay shape. 

"They claim the test can determine if some- 
one is fit for surgery. “For those who pass the 
test, it indicates a decrease in your risk of dy- 
ing ог being disabled in surgery to that of 
someone who is about 10 years younger. It in- 
dicates your lung's ability to provide oxygen 
and exhale carbon dioxide.” 

They recommend that people do the test 
every month to check lung function and over- 
all fitness level. "One of the major warning 
signs of decreased lung function is seeing а 
severe change in your ability to complete the 
test—from being able to walk the flights easi- 
ly to suddenly having a lot of trouble with it. 

"The reason? When you exercise over this 
compact period of time, shortness of breath 
means all your organs are feeling deprived.of.: 
oxygen, and that some of them might not be, 
getting enough.” — 


South of the border 

Men have a built-in system to find out if 
their arteries are healthy or not. All they have 
to do is look below their belt. Roizen and Oz 
claim that the penis is a man's dipstick. It can 
tell how everything is functioning throughout 
the rest of a man's body. 

“Without proper blood flow—meaning that 
arteries do not dilate appropriately because 
they are inflamed or clogged—men can't get 
ап érection because they can't get blood in or 
keep it there. 

"The chemical mechanisms that work to 
get blood in and out of the penis are the same 
ones that help blood flow to and from the 
brain, heart and kidneys. No matter the loca- 
tion of veins and arteries in your body it's ће 
same process.” 
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Mirror, mirror 
Roizen and Oz say eure 
one of the first signs > o = 


of arterial aging сап T k 
be seen in your ear | poc, thigh Blood Pressure lead to Heart Failure? C. 7 


lobes. A diagonal 
Hypertension. or емей systemie tena pres, is recognized т ө 


crease in your lobes 
is a warning sign. 
They claim so are yel- 
lowish plaques of 
cholesterol deposits 
around the eyelids, 
which are called xan- 
thelasmas. 

Declining hor- 
mone levels can also 
be seen in the mirror. 
They write, “Ifa man 
notices that he used 
to shave once a day, 
but now has to shave 
less often, it’s а sign 
that testosterone is 
not stimulating a 
great deal of beard 
growth, which is a 
sign of low testos- 
terone levels." 
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ving longer. They ae not dying from strokes or eal failure a rete 
Note: The Associa- 
tion of Fitness Profes- 
sionals of the Philip- 
pines will hold a Fitness 
and Management Sem- 
inar-Workshop on Feb. 
25, The American 
ness and Aerobics Asso: 
ciation will hold а Kick- 
boxing Workshop on 
Feb, 24 and Resistance 
Class Workshop on Feb. 
26. For all events, call 
Јоу at 9202762 and 
09175181202, ог log 
on 0 имне 
nessphilippines.org. 
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How the brain functions (literally) when you're in love: 


|LLUSTRATION BY ALZZA BUTIONG 


By Marlet D. Salazar 


OH LOVE! THAT FLEETING FEELING THAT LEAVES YOU BREATHLESS, 
speechless, dreamy, and oftentimes foolish, is in the brains after all 

Passionate. Romantic. Sweet. All these words are associated with love. 

Dopamine. Oxytocin. Phenyiethylamine. Believe it or not, these are also as- 
sociated with, uh, love? 

Countless books, poems, songs, and stories are written about or are inspired 
by love. A number of self-help books are written to cope with this intoxicating 
feeling, yet, many still get blinded by it. 

‘Clichés like "Love turns the world upside down" seems appropriate in all as- 
pects. Not only writers and composers lives are touched by it, scientists’ too. 

Many researchers and scientists are trying to explain what poets and roman- 
Че writers couldn't. Up until now, there is no exact definition of love. Yes, sium 
book entries may offer a meaning or two but examining more closely, these are 
descriptions of how one feels when in love. But what is love, really? 

"The closest Merriam-Webster got in defining romantic love is: as verb, “at- 
traction based on sexual desire; affection and tenderness felt by lovers." 

"The cover story of the February issue of the National Geographic magazine 
attempts to enlighten people with this thing called love, and why passionate 
love doesn't last. 

‘Author and professor Helen Fisher spent years looking at love through MRI 
(magnetic resonance imaging). It may seem unromantc that instead of the heart, 
she examined the brains of subjects who have just fallen madly in love. Two pho- 
tographs were shown to them to determine how their brains would react. 


Love and MRI 

Fisher said that when shown the photograph of their loved ones the parts of 
the brain basically linked to reward and pleasure lit up. These are called ventral 
tegmental area and the caudate nucleus. 

Although dopamine may not sound too sweet a word to a person in love, 
Fisher believes that this neurotransmitter can be translated to an endogenous 
love potion. National Geographic writes: "Love lights up the caudate nucleus 
because it is home to a dense spread of receptors for a neurotransmitter called 
dopamine.” ÊK 

According to the First Science website, “fMRI (functional magnetic reso- 
nance imaging) localizes areas of increased blood flow in the brain when certain 
bundles of nerve cells respond to a particular stimulus." That explains why peo- 
ple blush when they see the object of their affection but the reddening of the 
face can also be because of embarrassment or fear. When a person exerts much 
energy than normal or is exhilarated, dopamine is at work. 

Fisher is a professor at Rutgers University Her book, "Why We Love: The Na- 
ture and Chemistry of Romantic Lave,” has been the subject of scrutiny and dis- 
cussion among researchers. 

"The 2004 web article "The Physics and Chemistry of Love" by Kanika Goswa- 
mi offers а clearer, albeit, scientific explanation of how body chemicals "oper- 
ate" when a person is in love. 

Lit needs two people to make an ideal romantic love, chemicals also need to 

'marry" to achieve that feeling. Phenylethylamine and oxytocin form the chem- 
istry of love. 

Phenylethylamine is called the love molecule. “It speeds up the low of infor- 
mation between cells.” Oxytocin iš referred to as the cuddling chemical. “It pro- 
motes the need to be physically held by the mate.” 


Loveand OCD 

‘Toset off the initial stage of falling in love called infatuation, these two chem- 
icals need а litle help from norepinephrine (which stimulates the production of 
adrenalin). 

"That kind of feeling and that of someone who just accomplished something is 
quite the same. It is an adrenaline rush 

Fisher noted in both her National Geographic and WebMD interviews that 
"romantic love is related to abnormalities in the neurotransmitter serotonin, 
dopamine, and norepinephrine, making it biochemically similar to obsessive 
‘compulsive disorder (OCD), a psychiatric illness where thoughts of a single sub- 
ject dominate the patient’ life." 

Now, isn't that the same feeling when a person says, "Tm head over heels in 
love with someone”? That your world exists only with each other? Smooching 
and cuddling oblivious of ће pairs of eyes in а room? 

National Geographic notes that "researchers have long hypothesized that 
people with OCD have a serotonin imbalance 

Donatella Marazziti, a professor of psychiatry at the University of Pisa in 
Italy, said in the magazine that "the levels of serotonin in both the obsessive's 
blood and the lovers’ blood were 40 percent lower than the normal subjects. 
‘Translation: Love and OCD could have similar chemicals.” 

"The magazine writes: “Love and mental illness may be difficult to tell apart,” 
which perhaps explains why people in love sometimes make unwise choices. 
"The high presence of dopamine and norepinephrine can leave people in love 
sleepless and seatterbrained. 


Lovefades. 
How do you explain the "love that fades"? Maybe these studies сап stop individu- 


Nah. Nothing can be sweeter than the 
оу call is still the best Valentine gift. Fall in love wit 


N 


als from blaming themselves when "i didn't work ош.” 

1f dopamine is at ts high during infatuation, what then causes atracionto wither? 

les not that the voluptuous woman а man married three years ago is no 
longer attractive to his eyes; or that there is something wrong with you. 

National Geographic explains "the reasons romantic love fades may be found 
in the way our brains respond to the surge and pulse of dopamine that accompa- 
nies passion and makes us fly" In other words, the lack of it may be the culprit. 
Could that chemical also get tired with the sudden rush during the initial stage 
of falling in love? 

This is where oxytocin proves crucial. Goswami writes, “Oxytocin promotes 
the need tobe physically held, have close contact with the mate and makes both 
the sexes more caring.” Ifyou know people who have just celebrated their gold- 
еп or even diamond wedding anniversary there might be an abundance of oxy- 


tocin to either one of them. 

A high level of the chemical endorphins is also thought to be responsible Y 
for stable relationships because "they do not induce giddy high, but calmness > 
and stability, hence are the reason people stay married." à 

So, is there really magic in love? Or everything is also practical? When + 
EZ your head" in choosinga lifelong mate, ask them, "You mean. 

terally?". í 

Fisher and other experts have not fully explained what love really means, 
ог why people fall in love. All they offer are the activities in the brain when 
certain feelings or emotions occur and the roles biochemicals play when you 
get attracted to someone. 

Perhaps, that slum book entry is correct after ай: Define Love: Love is an 
unexplained feeling toward someone. 
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treat from Godiva 


WHILE OTHERS ARE JACKING UP 
their prices this Valentine Season, Go- 
diva Skin Station is doing just the op- 
posite. It is giving away 30 percent 
discounts on Couple Spa! 

Now, avail yourself of that perfect 
Valentine's gift for your beloved as 
Godiva Skin Station Makati Bel-Air 
branch offers the sweetest Valentine's 
treat in town: a 90-minute Couples 
Massage ог Body Scrub with Body 
Massage for only P1,000. Relax in Go- 
diva Skin Stations private Couples 
Room and soothe away your stresses 
with the ultimate Body Massage that 
combines Swedish, Shiatsu, and Thai 
massage techniques. Or, you can opt 
to indulge yourselves with a Body 
Scrub treat to go with the ultimate 


derful? 


serve. 


So come on. Celebrate love this 
Valentine’s Day only at Godiva Skin 
Station, your world-class beauty 


Body Massage for that truly 
enjoyable body pampering 
experience, Isn't that won- 


What do you need to do? 
Just purchase Godiva Skin 
Station's Couples Massage or 
Body Scrub (90-minute) Gift 
Certificate for only P1,000 at 
Godiva Skin Station Makati 
Bel-Air, and you and your partner can 
move away from the stresses of the 
world and step into that romantic 
and intimate haven of relaxation and 
rejuvenation both of you truly de- 


and wellness haven. For more dé- 
tails, visit Godiva Skin Station 
Makati Bel-Air.Branch, or call 751- 
6140 or 0917-9649828. Promo runs 
from Feb. 6 to 14. The Couple Spa 
Treat is-not applicable in conjunc- 
tion with any other promo of Godiva 
Skin Station. Advance bookings are 
required. 


Ideal gifts for Heart's Day 


THIS VALENTINE'S DAY, TREAT YOUR 
Joved ones with only the best. Give them 
the royal treatment they deserve with 
the great line of pampering foot prod- 
wes from Titania! 

Forthe women: 

* For a hard-working wife, you can 
treat her with the Titania Vital Foot Bath 
to revitalize her tired feet, the Titania 
Pumice Sponge to exfoliate dry skin, and 
the Titania Softening Lotion for instant 
moisture replenishment. Its potent and 
deep acting ingredients are highly ab- 
sorbent and non-greasy and leaves the 
hands and feet feeling light and silky 

* For a kikay girlfriend, let her know 
the secrets of maintaining sculptured 
nails, You can give her a professional- 
looking pedicure in the comfort of her 
home as an ultimate treat with the Tita- 
nia Pedicure Exclusive set. The set offers: 
а hom-skin Pumice Foot File with two 
sides—one coarse, and the other fing; a 


For the men: 


Jewel box of love and life 


MICHELIS TAKES GREAT PRIDE AND 
joy in presenting its collection of ster- 
; Ting silver jewelry pieces, each item ex- 
pertly crafted and each a testament to 
7 the wonders and happiness that love 
brings. 
__ Haven't met that special someone? 
the shine and sheen of your sterling 
silver jewelry be an icebreaker. А fa- 
T vorite is the Philosophies of Love Col- 
| lection; each piece in the collection is a 
f representation of the various reflections 
{ on love throughout time. What better 
f way to get to know someone than 
È through a lively conversation about 
| such a universal topic. 
Michelis is also launching its new 


its flexibility 


| 
f 


Com Cutter; a stainless Foot File for bet- 
ter scrubbing; and a Foot Balsam that 
forms a protective film against the 
changing weather conditions preventing 
build up of blisters and sores. 


* For an athletic husband, having an 
active lifestyle doesn't have to be a prob- 
lem. Give him Titania Deodorant Ath- 
lete's Foot Soap, Athlete's Foot Protector 
and Foot Powder, especially for those 
days the feet need intensive cleansing 


Life is too short. Celebrate it. Live it. 
Let's start in this month of love. Have 
guests over of the sheer joy of it and 
‘dont forget to bring out the good china. 


and protection. They have extra-power- 
ful and active ingredients that fight bac- 
teria, 

+ For your classical guitarist 
boyfriend, the Titania Emery Nail File 
can gently contour his nails to the right 
shape for that classical performance. 

Titania Beauty Care Products give 
high regard to beauty, not just for per- 
sonal appearance but for personal hy- 
giene. They are ideal gifts for Hearts 
Day Titania is everything for your hands 
and feet. 

‘Titania is exclusively distibuted by 
Filstar Distributors Corp (671-0555 or 
671-3171), second floor Reliance Center. 
Building, 99 E. Rodriguez Jr Avenue, 
Ugong, Pasig City. Titania Beauty Care 
Products are available at Landmark, Sta. 
Lucia Grand Mall Department Store, 
Shopwise Alabang and Libis, and in se- 
lected Watson's and Robinsons Depart- 
ment Stores. 


Colours of Love collection this Valen- 
tine season with its alluring combina- 
tions of rose quartz and pearls; red 
crystal and rose quartz; turquoise and 
lapis lazuli, and Marianite will surely 
put you in the mood for love. 

Sterling silver jewelry is a stunning 
“match for every woman. It pulls any 
look together, regardless of time, date 
or venue, Like many items of luxury in 
this day and age, sterling silver is back 
in demand for its own innate valie and 


and the silverware, Wear the good ster- 
ling silver jewelry too. Sterling silver is 
fiting for all of life's occasions. See the 
silver peeping out from every cloud. Ev- 
eryday is an extraordinary occasion 


The Coffee Beanery’s ‘A Lovely Pair’ 


COFFEE SHOPS HAVE AL. 
ways been a perfect 
venue for 
"pairs" sweethearts 
getting to know each 
other better or couples 
who want to unwind af- 
ter work and bond closer, 
perhaps missing each 
other during the day. OF 
course, it helps that cof- 

Зу fee shops have subdued 

J lighting, a relaxing am- 

bience, soothing music, 


e 


SWEETS FOR YOUR SWEET 


FROM KOHIKAN AT DIAMOND 

Expect not only a Wow!’ but also a kiss from her as you 
surprise your sweetheart with My Sweet Strawberry 
Cake, one of the captivating fruity-sweet sensations 
offered by Diamond Hotel Philippines at Its Kohikan at 
the Diamond outlet. And as you indulge in its rich 
strawberry and cream flavor which feels like you've 
just had a taste of heaven, leisurely sip Kohikan's 
expertly brewed Japanese coffee, one of Diamond 
Hotel's pride. This P1,000 cake comes in a beautiful 
gift pack which you can also bring home to your loved 
ones on Valentine's day. Other Kohikan February 
offerings: Special smoogee of Strawberry Yogurt, 
lovingly served with an adorable stuffed toy, at a price 
tag of P550; and scrumptious chocolate truffles, at 
P600-- for 12 pieces. All these mouth-watering treats 
await you the whole month of February at Diamond 
Hotel Philippines (520-3000). 


and comfy couches. This kind of 
atmosphere can be found in The 
Coffee Beanery where the hot 
and cold coffee concoctions add 
to the overall package of being a 
perfect meeting place—of the 
mind and of the heart. 

‘This is where couples want to 
stay for a while, to extend a chit- 
chat into a pleasurable conversa- 
tion and reminiscing. This is the 
reason The Coffee Beanery is of- 
fering "А Lovely Pair" exclusively 
for the month of hearts. The 


"lovely pair" is the Raspberry 
Amore and Strawberry Romance 
concoction specially prepared by 
‘The Coffee Beanery's award-win- 
ning baristas. 

Visit The Coffee Beanery out- 
lets located at Aurora Arcade, 
Commonwealth, Quezon City; 
Robinsons Place Pioneer, Man- 
daluyong; Banawe Street, Sta. 
Mesa Heights, Quezon City; and 
Sth Level, Shangri-La Mall and in 
‘Tomas Abella Street, Mandaue 
City Cebu. 


CHILI'S TEDDY BEAR TREAT * 
'ebtuary, they say, is the month of Jove and Chili's Grill 
and Bar Restaurant has a treat in store for diners on Feb. 
14. Valentine's Day. Ladies who will dine in any Chili's 
Grill and Bar Restaurant branch will be given a teddy 
bear for tree. Teddy be lated with love, 

ugttmth and give owners that cuddly feeling, an ideal gift 
for a memorable occasion. Stocks are limited, though. 
зо make sure you make that early trip to the neatest 
Chills restaurant. There's also another treat in store for 
Chili's diners. Chili's servers will be dressed up in Vaten- 
tine’s costumes and will be vying for a special prize. All 
diers have to do is to vote for the best dressed person: 
mel in thé branch they are dining in. Experience a fun and 
memorable Valentine s Day. Visit Chili's, located at Mis 
souri corner Névada Streets in Northeast Greenhills: 
Greenbelt 1.10 Ayala Center, Makati; and Tomas Morato 
corner Set, Fernandez Streets in Quezon City 


SOLE IN LOVE WITH YOU 

Be ‘sole in love’ in this season of hearts with 
Happy Feet Sandals. Give your loved ones 
the gift of health that will last them for 
many years to come. Expertly handmade 
and crafted with love by Filipino artists, 
Happy Feet Sandals are caring gifts you can 
give this Valentine season. With Happy 
Feet's biomechanically designed footbeds, 
the toe grips, arch supports and heel cups 
provide feet the support that most sandals 
can't, What's more, did you know that 
every pair of Happy Feet sandals is truly full 
of love? See for yourself and try out this 
simple test. Put two soles together, and you 


DR. P ADULT DIAPERS 


MAKES THIS DAY MORE SPECIAL 
With more and more people enjoying the 
comfort and security of the leading adult 
diaper (based on AC Nielsen December 
Reading) with a very reasonable price, who 
will not fall more in love with Dr. P? Dr. P 
has anti-bacteria action that prevents 
growth of harmful germs. It also has High 

' Speed Channels that evenly distribute 
liquid across the pad so it does not stay in 
one place. Plus, its Wetness Indicator will 
signal the right time to change diapers. 
Now our loved ones are spared from 
‘embarrassing situations, while enjoying the 
Dr. P Adult Diaper's tender loving care. Dr. 
P is available at selected leading 


DUCKS UNLIMITED'S 


HEARTTHROB OF THE DAY 
Ducks Unlimited recently named matinee 
idol material Christian Scholl аз its 
chosen young model inits search for the 
most good-looking fresh models. Hyu 
Min was also named as supporting 
model. Ayo Gunting, spokesperson 
for Ducks Unlimited, said that the 
smoldering half-German-half- 
Filipino was chosen for the way 
Ducks Unlimited clothes was 

carried by his sporty edginess. 

"I lilke Ducks because its 

approach to clothing fits 

the way Filipinos live: 

comfortably, more casual 

and sporty than the 

Europeans and with less 

distinction between 

work, play, day and 

night.’ Don't miss 

Ducks Unlimited's 

Valentines Item of the 

Week, a special item at 

a special discounted 

price in its 13 stores in 

Metro Manila and Luzon. 


BITES OF CHOCO- 


ROMANCE 

Hardcore romantics 

will tell you that even 

in the cyber age, 

chocolates are still 

among the most. 

popular presents to 

give on Valentine's 

Day. Chocolates and 

romance have always 

been perfect pair. 

The idea of giving 

chocolates to n А 
someone we care 

about isa way to stir 
up the same emotions 
in them, as some psychologists feel that 
chocolate san instant ‘love booster’ 
because of its temptingly sweet taste. 
‘Thus the pun ‘sweets for my sweet’. In the 
mid-I9th century, chocolates were given 
an additional touch of romantic. 
excitement as the first heart-shaped box 
filled with these sweets was introduced. 
‘This Valentine's Day, stay true to tradition 
yet give more than the usual sweet treats: 
spread love and happiness with Tivoll 


will see hearts form in between. This 
Valentine's, make someone fall head over 
heels with you with the help of Happy Feet 
Sandals. 
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supermarkets, groceries and drugstores 
nationwide. Dr. P Adult Diapers is another 
quality product distributed by JS Unitrade 
Merchandise Inc. 


| 
[ore 


Bites chocolates. Tivoli Bites spells. 
chocolate bliss in two delightful ways: Milk 
chocolate with white сћосо filling, rich 
milk chocolate with creamy white 
chocolate center; and the delightful mix of 
Milk chocolate with strawberry-flavored 
filling, Your loved ones will surely 
appreciate this delectable gesture of caro. 
Tivoli Bites are available at major 
supermarkets and sari-sari stores 
nationwide. 
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Couple Spa 


‘TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2006 


treat from Godiva 


WHILE OTHERS ARE JACKING UP 
their prices this Valentine Season, Go- 
diva Skin Station is doing just the op- 
posite. It is giving away 30 percent 
discounts on Couple Spal 

Now, avail yourself of that perfect 
Valentine's gift for your beloved as 
Godiva Skin Station Makati Bel-Air 
branch offers the sweetest Valentine's 
treat in town: a 90-minute Couples 
Massage or Body Scrub with Body 
Massage for only P1,000. Relax in Go- 
diva Skin Station's private Couples 
Room and soothe away your stresses 
with the ultimate Body Massage that 
combines Swedish, Shiatsu, and Thai 
massage techniques. Or, you can opt 
to indulge yourselves with a Body 
Scrub treat to go with the ultimate 


Body Massage for that truly 
enjoyable body pampering 
experience. Isn't that won- 
дегш? 

"What do you need to do? 
Just purchase Godiva Skin 
Station's Couples Massage ог 
Body Scrub (90-minute) Gift 
Certificate for only P1,000 at 
Godiva Skin Station Makati 
Bel-Air, and you and your partner can 
move away from the stresses of the 
world and step into that romantic 
and intimate haven of relaxation and 
rejuvenation both of you truly de- 
serve. 

So come on. Celebrate love this 
Valentine's Day only at Godiva Skin 
Station, your world-class beauty 


„А stimulating 


and wellness haven. For more dé- 
tails, visit Godiva Skin Station 
Makati Bel-Air-Branch, or call 751- 
6140 or 0917-9649828. Promo runs 
from Feb. 6 to 14. The Couple Spa 
"Treat is-not applicable in conjunc- 
tion with any other promo of Godiva 
Skin Station. Advance bookings are 
required. 


Ideal gifts for Heart’s Day 


THIS VALENTINES DAY, TREAT YOUR 
loved ones with only the best. Give them 
the royal treatment they deserve with 
the great line of pampering foot prod- 
ucts from Titania! 

For the women: 

* For a hard-working wife, you can 
treat her with the Titania Vital Foot Bath 
to revitalize her tired feet, the Titania 
Pumice Sponge to exfoliate dry skin, and 
the Titania Softening Lotion for instant 
moisture replenishment. Its potent and 
deep acting ingredients are highly ab- 
sorbent and non-greasy and leaves the 
hands and feet feeling light and silky. 

* Fora kikay girlfriend, let her know 
the secrets of maintaining sculptured 
nails. You can give her а professional- 
looking pedicure in the comfort of her 
home as an ultimate treat with the Tita- 
nia Pedicure Exclusive set. The set offers 
а hom-skin Pumice Foot File with two 
sides—one coarse, and the other fine; a 


Com Cutter; a stainless Foot File for bet- 
ter scrubbing; and a Foot Balsam that 
forms a protective film against the 
changing weather conditions preventing 
build up of blisters and sores. 

Forthe men: 

= For an athletic husband, having an 
active lifestyle doesn't have to be a prob- 
Jem. Give him Titania Deodorant Ath- 
lete's Foot Soap, Athlete's Foot Protector 
and Foot Powder, especially for those 
days the feet need intensive cleansing 


Jewel box of love and life 


MICHELIS TAKES GREAT PRIDE AND. 
» joy in presenting its collection of ster- 
ling silver jewelry pieces, each item ex- 
= pertly crafted and each a testament to 
the wonders and happiness that love 
brings. 
__ Havent met that special someone? 
Let the shine and sheen of your sterling 
‘silver jewelry be an icebreaker. A fa- 
vorite is the Philosophies of Love Col- 
lection; each piece in the collection is a 
representation of the various reflections 
оп love throughout time. What better 
way to get to know someone than 
through а lively conversation about 
such a universal topic. 
Michelis is also Jaunching its new 


Colours of Love collection this Valen- 
tine season with its alluring combina- 
tions of rose quartz and pearls; red 
crystal and rose quartz; turquoise and 
lapis lazuli, and Marianite will surely 
put you in the mood for love. 

Sterling silver jewelry is a stunning 
match for every woman. It pulls any 
ook together, regardless of time, date 
or venue. Like many items of luxury in 
this day and age, sterling silver is back 
in demand for its own innate value and 
їз flexibility 

Life is too short. Celebrate it. Live it. 
Lets start in this month of love. Have 
guests over of the sheer joy of it and 
doni forget to bring out the good china 


and protection. They have extra-power- 
ful and active ingredients that fight bac- 
teria. 

e For your dassical guitarist 
boyfriend, the Titania Emery Nail File 
сап gently contour his nails to the right 
shape for that classical performance. 

Titania Beauty Care Products give 
high regard to beauty, not just for per- 
sonal appearance but for personal hy- 
giene. They are ideal gifts for Hearts 
Day Titania is everything for your hands 
and feet. 

Titania is exclusively distributed by 
Filstar Distributors Corp (671-0555 or 
671-3171), second floor Reliance Center 
Building, 99 E. Rodriguez Jr Avenue, 
Ugong, Pasig City. Titania Beauty Care 
Products are available at Landmark, Sta. 
Luda Grand Mall Department Store, 
Shopwise Alabang and Libis, and in se- 
lected Watson's and Robinsons Depart- 
ment Stores. 


and the silverware. Wear the good ster- 
ling silver jewelry too. Sterling silver is 
fining for all of life's occasions. See the 
silver peeping out from every cloud. Ev- 
егудау is an extraordinary occasion 


The Coffee Beanery’s ‘A Lovely Pair’ 


COFFEE SHOPS HAVE AL- 


ways been a 
venue 

А "pairs" —sweethearts 

j setting to know each 
other better or couples 
who want to unwind af- 

{ ter work and bond closer, 


perfect 
for 


jf other during the day. OF 
3f. course, it helps that cof- 
PATS) fee shops have subdued 
2 lighting, a relaxing am- 

== Ыепсе, soothing music, 


and comfy couches. This kind of 
atmosphere can be found in The 
Coffee Beanery, where the hot 
and cold coffee concoctions add 
to the overall package of being а 
perfect meeting place—of the 
mind and of the heart. 

This is where couples want to 
stay for a while, to extend a chit- 
chat into a pleasurable conversa- 
tion and reminiscing. This is the 
reason The Coffee Beanery is of- 
fering "A Lovely Pair" exclusively 
for the month of hearts. The 


“lovely pair’ is the Raspberry 
Amore and Strawberry Romance 
concoction specially prepared by 
‘The Coffee Beanery's award-win- 
ning baristas 

Visit The Coffee Beanery out 
lets located at Aurora Arcade, 
Commonwealth, Quezon City; 
Robinsons Place Pioneer, Man- 
daluyong; Banawe Street, Sta. 
Mesa Heights, Quezon City; and 
Sth Level, Shangri-La Mall and in 
Tomas Abella Street, Mandaue 


SOLE IN LOVE WITH YOU 

Be ‘sole in love" in this season of hearts with 
Happy Feet Sandals. Give your loved ones 
the gift of health that will last them for 
many years to come. Expertly handmade 
and crafted with love by Filipino artists, 
Happy Feet Sandals are caring gifts you can 
give this Valentine season. With Happy 
Feet's biomechanically designed footbeds, 
the toe grips, arch supports and heel cups 
provide feet the support that most sandals 
can't. What's more, did you know that 
every pair of Happy Feet sandals із truly full 
of love! See for yourself and try out this 
simple test. Put two soles together, and you 


DR. P ADULT DIAPERS 


MAKES THIS DAY MORE SPECIAL 
With more and more people enjoying the 
comfort and security of the leading adult. 


Rezding) with a very reasonable. 

will not fall more in love with Dr. P? Dr. P 
has anti-bacteria action that prevents 
growth of harmful germs. It also has High 
Speed Channels that evenly distribute 
liquid across the pad so it does not stay in 
one place. Plus, its Wetness Indicator will 
signal the right time to change diapers. 
Now our loved ones are spared from 
embarrassing situations, while enjoying the 
Dr. P Adult Diaper's tender loving care. Dr. 
Різ available at selected leading 


DUCKS UNLIMITED'S 


HEARTTHROB OF THE DAY 
Ducks Unlimited recently named matinee 
idol material Christian Scholl as its 
chosen young model in its search for the 
‘most good-looking fresh models. Hyu 
Min was also named as supporting 
model. Ayo Gunting, spokesperson 

for Ducks Unlimited, said that the 
smoldering half-German-half- 

Filipino was chosen for the way 

Ducks Unlimited clothes was 

carried by his sporty edginess. 

"йке Ducks because its 

approach to clothing fits 

the way Filipinos live: 


A IN- A 
Ques ри a little heart in your sol 


will see hearts form in between. This 
Valentine's, make someone fall head over 
heels with you with the help of Happy Feet 
Sandals. 


supermarkets, groceries and drugstores 

wide. Dr. P Adult Diapers is another 
quality product distributed by JS Unitrade 
Merchandise Inc. 


City, Cebu. 
Ee comfortably, more casual 


and sporty than the 
Europeans and with less 
distinction between 
work, play, day and 
night.’ Don't miss 

Ducks Unlimited's 
Valentines Item of the 
Week, a special item at 

a special discounted 
price in its 13 stores in 
Metro Manila and Luzon. 


BITES OF CHOCO- 

ROMANCE 

Hardcore romantics 

will tell you that even 

in the cyber age, 

chocolates are still 

among the most. 

popular presents to 

give on Valentine's 

Day. Chocolates and. 

romance have always 

been a perfect pair. 

The idea of giving 

chocolates to n 
someone we care is 

up the same emotions 

in them, as some psychologists feel that 
chocolate is an instant ‘love booster’ 
because of its temptingly sweet taste. 
‘Thus the pun ‘sweets for my sweet’. In the 
mid-I9th century, chocolates were given 
an additional touch of romantic 
excitement as the first heart-shaped box 
filled with these sweets was introduced. 
This Valentine's Day, stay true to tradition 
yet give more than the usual sweet treats: 
spread love and happiness with Tivoli 


ы. ай 
SWEETS FOR YOUR SWEET 
FROM KOHIKAN AT DIAMOND 
Expect not only a ‘Wow!’ but also a kiss from her as you 
surprise your sweetheart with My Sweet Strawberry 
Cake, one of the captivating fruity-sweet sensations 
offered by Diamond Hotel Philippines at its Kohikan at 
the Diamond outlet. And as you indulge in its rich 
strawberry and cream flavor which feels like you've 
just had a taste of heaven, leisurely sip Kohikan's 
expertly brewed Japanese coffee, one of Diamond 
Hotel's pride. This Р1,000 cake comes in a beautiful 
gift pack which you can also bring home to your loved 
ones on Valentine's day. Other Kohikan February 
offerings: Special smoogee of Strawberry Yogurt, 
lovingly served with an adorable stuffed toy, at a price 
tag of P550; and scrumptious chocolate truffles, at 
Р600+ for 12 pieces. All these mouth-watering treats 
await you the whole month of February at Diamond 
Hotel Philippines (528-3000). 


Bites chocolates. Tivoli Bites spells. 
chocolate bliss in two delightful ways: Milk 
chocolate with white choco filling, rich 
тик chocolate with creamy white 
chocolate center; and the delightful mix of 
Milk chocolate with strawberry-flavored 
filling. Your loved ones will surely 
appreciate this delectable gesture of care. 
Tivoli Bites are available at major 
supermarkets and sari-sari stores 
nationwide. 
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his love 
month, 
space is 


all you need. 
Yes, escape from 
the high-traffic 
areas and find a 
place where you 
and the target of 
your affection 
can talk about 
sweet nothings 
over a great din- 
ner minus the 
noise and the 
rush. 


Drive through the Bonifacio 
Global City and let romance take 
over at Jaymi’s Grill. Jaymi's Grill 
is a place to go if what you want is 
an evening of romantic conversa- 
tions—yes, you can hear every- 
thing your companion has to say 
here so much so that you can put 
all your thoughts to your conver- 
sation amidst the background of 
the soothing music. 

Not only does Jaymis Grill 
have the ambiance of feasting in a 
grand house with high ceilings 
defined by flowing lines and done 
in muted shades of classic wood, 
the mini-golf at Par 43 doubles 
the far end of the restaurant that 
is an interesting focal point at the 
Fort. 

Jaymi's Grills array of dishes 
include seafood delights, sisig, 


appetizers, beef ribs, chicken, 
pork, soups, and noodles. Even ЈЕ 
you say you'll only take small por- 
tions, you will take big servings of 
some of each meal because they 
capture your fancy. 

‘The best surprise is that prices 
at this fine restaurant are not in- 
timidating at all. Seafood costs 
P300, while combos go no higher 
than P400. Mango Freeze for 
dessert costs Р99 while appetiz- 
ers have affordably prized selec- 
tion of baked tahong to crispy 
tenga. For those who want to stay 
on the safe side, there are lots of 
grilled dishes. They only use 
fresh seafood, making for a 
rather filling meal. 

For inquiries and reservations, 
Call Jaymis Grill 
2709/9887-2741. 


Love is king at Dads 


Ultimate 


FOOD 15 А WARM, 

sensual experience. 

Food is closest to our 

hearts especially on 
Valentine's Day, a cele- 

bration dedicated to 

St. Valentine, a physi- 

cian who was also said 

to be a'gastronomist. 

He табе his 
medicines more palat- 

able by mixing them with herbs, 
spices, honey, and wine. The day 
is also related to the Roman festi- 
val of Lupercalia, which was cele- 
brated on Feb. 15. This was a fer- 
tility celebration of the Roman 
god Faunus, the god of flocks and 
fertility. One custom was for 
young maidens to write love let- 
ters, which would be drawn by 
unmarried men who subsequent. 
ly courted the ladies. Most likely, 
all these stories merged together 
over the centuries to become the 
holiday we celebrate today. And 
food always plays а major part 
wherever it is celebrated around 
the world. 

For the Feast of Love, Dads Ulti- 
mate Buffet prepares a festival in- 
spired by the land of the great 
lovers, the birthplace of Casanova, 
Don Juan, and even Cupid himself. 
Enjoy the passion and ardor of the 
Mediterranean Camival Buffet 
Rich in history and legend, the 
Mediterranean region was long 
thought of as the heart of те 
"word. Feeding famous poets, 
artists, and seducers for millennia, 
Mediterranean cuisine is celebrat- 
ed for being both elegant and sen- 
sual, the perfect accompaniment 
for an evening of romance. Dads’ 
love dishes to be savored are veg- 
erable a la grecque, delectable veg- 
etables sautéed in olive oil; psari 
psito, grilled red snapper Mediter- 
ranean; horiatiki, Greek summer 
salad; Mediterranean cake, a 
chocolate sponge cake with added 
chocolate butter cream filling and 
frosting, topped with apricot glaze. 

We all know that the quickest 
way to someone's heart is through 
their stomachs. And during the 
Feast of Hearts, what better ap- 
proach than to fill them with food 


SHAKE Sanshoku Teppan 


that they ve always loved? The Ka- 
mayan Klasiks Buffet gathers to- 
gether all your beloved all time fa- 
vorites like bistek tagalog, binusog 
па pusit, bola bola pidada, lato sal- 
ad and more. Every craving satis- 
fied, every longing fulfilled. Your 
tummy and tastebuds treated to 
what you truly desire, a lavish buf- 
fet spread wide with Filipino com- 
fort food and fiesta fare that warms 
the heart and sparks many loving 
memories. 

‘The noble salmon occupies the 
highest tier in the grand hierarchy 
of seafood. Salmon has been long 
regarded as one of the worlds 
‘most costly and delicately favored 
of fishes. In order to survive, the 
salmon sacrifice their lives for love. 
Its legendary spawning habits, ex- 
treme native habitats, and the dis- 
tinct pink color of its flesh set it 
apart from the rest. Great skill is re- 
quired in its preparation, especially 
when adhering to the exacting 
principles of Japanese cuisine, ar- 
guably Asia's most sophisticated. 
‘This Valentine's Day, Saisaki raises 
the majestic salmon to its rightful 
place with the Salmon Festival 
with dishes like, shake sanshoku 
teppan, vegetable and cheese 
rolled in salmon; shake batera, 
molded vinegar flavored rice 
topped with salmon; shake bou 
maki, salmon with lettuce rolled in 
vinegar flavored rice and dried sea- 
weed. 

Food feeds our bodies but love is 
what feeds our souls. Sharing a 
special meal together is a time- 
honored means of expressing that 
love. It lets our loved ones know 
that he or she is special too, and de- 
serving ofall we have to give. From 
that sentiment emerges the true 
spirit of Valentine's Day. Celebrate 
the ultimate Valentine's Day at 
Dads! 

Dads Ultimate Buffet is priced at 
P515 and at P415 during promo 
days, and is available in all Dads 
branches: SM Megamall, Glorietta 
Ill, Alabang ‘TownCenter, Ed 
Padre Paura and West Avenue. For 
inquiries and reservations call 531- 
7292 0r 532-3004. 


VEGETABLE ala Grecque 
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FOR THE “IMAGE CONSCIOUS" MAN LIKE 
you, looking good at every occasion is a must. 
This season of love, put your best foot for- 
ward and enjoy those cozy dinner dates with 
your special someone with confidence. Start 
with your choice of shoes. World Balance has 
a wide array of premium Italian leather shoes 
exclusively designed for discriminating men 
like you. 

If you're always on the go, there is the 
weather-resistant Keefe to take you not just 
from eight to five but beyond. 

If your want a bolder look, check out the 
Portsmouth, which comes in dark brown and 
dark blue. 

Still fascinated with the boatshoes? Why 
not try the Starwind, an upgraded version of 
the'80s popular style? 

Тог а more polished look, World Balance 
Premium Line also comes with casual shoes 
that are made from shiny leather. Perfect for 


oni 
late afternoon parties and weekend appoint 
ments. 

One interesting style is the Billfish, a hand- 
some slip-on that can render elegance to any 
attire. The Prospect, made of all-weather 
leather and high-grade rubber sole, will look 
perfect on you, whether you're in slacks or in 
denims. 

Initially available at SM Supermalls, the 
World Balance Premium casual collection is 
comparable with the quality and look of for- 
eign labels at a tag that is within reach. 


WB Starwind-an 
upgraded 
boatshoes version 
ofthe 80s popular 
style. 


THE ULTIMATE 3-IN-1 BUFFET! 
INCLUDES SAISAKI AND KAMAYAN! 


NEW SPECIALTIES © CLASSIC FAVORITES % 
FESTIVE BUFFETS ТО CELEBRATE LOVE’S SEASON! 


— 


“T= The Ultimate Buffet 


IEDITERRANEAN 
FOOD FESTIVAL 


Glorietta 3 Tel. 892-8898 + EDSA Tel. 705-1807 / 705-1809 


SM Megamail Dads/Kamayan Tel. 636-3785 • Saisaki Tel. 633-1758 


West Avenue Tel. 372-8845 / 372-8846 • Padre Faura Tel. 528-1723 / 528-1724 


Alabang Town Center Tel. 807-5825 


TEPPAN 


LAZ 


аза 


Oro 


Wily + 


e. 
кс 


«Йй Tel. 705-1807 « 705-1809 


Tel. 815-1463 • 843-3604 


FREE VALET PARKING ^ 
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ift shopping, dinner dating, and more, all over the county. 
Check out these exciting pides 
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: love Quotes Acoustic Strin Love Fair 
eet 0 ee [AME — c ПНЕ * e рото aam 
February 12 February 12-14 (Fist 100 participants Задаци oskr лаш February 1217 Browns шг Quartet’ Love. Sweet ove! 

‘Acoustic Performance of Paiceto _ wil get freebies) ‘GendPoroShonty TOD ser February 13-14, 10 am onwards 
ose ta You Movi Tour th photo opp February 12-28 [oed Februay 14 Rhythm on Four Band Valentine Musical Special 
February 12 February 13-14 Bb. Valenzuela Pre-Pageant — MeghessDarty Wand Bte age) Valentine Singing Duet Contest = February 13-14,Centermall,4pm 

ксл. erie iter 8 бап бойо Februar Dress-a-Heart Awarding Dress-a Heart Awarding 
Valentine En Vogue Love Fair press Heart Awarding Dress-a-Heart Awarding February 13-14 Бура Heart Awarding February 14 February 14 
February 13-16 пка February 14 Brazilian Quartet-February 14 Ратну 14 Palceto Band E 
‘Quezon City Symphonic Orchestra ЕСУ Маяа Healthy Heart, Healthy Life Dress-a-Heart Awarding in love with Shopping February 16 percen ia 
Serenades тшн, S ity Manilay February 15 February 14 Fashion Show EMinor7 Band ا‎ E 


February 14 у kl T QE February 19 ari ‘AValentine Treat from Nyoy Volante || 
Presse feerthwarding 7 Yelentne phot opp КЕН ува O ae feba а 


re ae ee SUE ЗШЕ БЕД Бийин 
(orert Sam Milby лит Valentine Mini concert {ушул [ids Lite Big Star COUCHA ee tal E 
February 19 гш Tenant Cluster Fair Valentine photo opp February 12 Love Fair February 13-15 
TP сарі Mimes February 12-14 ЖЗ 12-14 Sow Band ani Copia Ми 2 Dress-a-Heart Awarding 
Dress Heart Awarding Dresser Heart Awarding еа Dress-a Heart Awarding н ing February 14 
February 14 February 14 February 14 


25 = ===> CC SU 

з — — лас — — ш} Straight from the Heart, pre-Valentine show 
by the Serenata Music School and Talent Center 
February 12, Entertainment Plaza, 4pm 
String Ensembles, Valentine ambience 
February 13-14, Mall Area, Тат 2pm, 4pm 
Sandara Park and Joseph Bitangcol mall show 
‘and Dress-a-Heart Awarding 
February 14, Entertainment Plaza, 4pm 
Red Night Street Party with Kris Lawrence 
(Open Parking Concert) 
February 18, Open Parking Area,7pm 
Dress-a-Heart Awarding 
February 14 


— 
Wi SIN City Pampanga 

QTV 11 Fam Jam Mall Tour 

Valentine Concert with Jimmy Bondoc 

Valentines Day Concert with Jimmy Bondoc 

Valentine's Day Musical String Quartet 

Dress-arHeart Awarding 

Fed Night Street Party with Orange and Lemons 

atthe Fiesta Strip 


My Funny Valentine with Pekto 
February 12, Entertainment Plaza, 4pm 
Love Notes: A Musical Valentine 
February 13-14, Entertainment Plaza 
Dress-a-Heart Awarding 

February 14 

Hearty Party with R&B Princess Kyla 
“No-date-required” Streetparty 
February 18. Open Parking 7pm 


Jessa and Dingdong Mall Tour 

February 12 

Pre-Valentines Celebration of Dr. Yanga 
College DYCIS6th Foundation Day 
February 13 

Tenant Cluster Selling 

February 14 

Dress-a-Heart Awarding 

February 14 
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Tenant Cluster Activities 

February 12-14 

Valentines Special with Symmetry Band 
February 14 

Dress-a-Heart Awarding 

February 14 


Storyland Fun Park Bake Art 
February 12 

Geneva Cruz Mall Tour 
February 14 

Dress-a-Heart Awarding 
February 14 


АНеат to Heart Valentine’ Concert 
featuring The Chamber Ensemble 
February 14, Entertainment Plaza, 4pm 
Dressa-Heart Awarding 

February 14 


Love Duets 

February 12, 3rd Floor 

Valentine’ Corner 
February 12-14, Lower Ground Floor, near. 
Toy Kingdom 

Tato Villaruel mall tour 

February 14, 3rd Floor 

Live Badio Broadcast. 

February 14, Lower Ground Floor near Toy Kingdom. 
Dress-a-Heart Awarding 

February 14 


Al Fresco Dinin’ and Lovin; Acoustic and 
String Performances by Upstart and Stitch 9 
February 12-14, Font Covered Walk 7pm ~ 
Strings of Love pre-Valentine Show. 
February 12-13, Actvty Center Spm 
‘Special Valentine's Concert with Sheryn Regis 
February 14, Activity Center,6pm 
Dress-a-Heart Awarding 
February MS 
(5) 
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By Raquel P. Gomez 


BOY MEETS GIRL. BOY GETS THE GIRL IN THE, 
end. And despite the obviousness that the lovers 
belong to the extreme poles of realities or possess 
conflicting natures, both live happily ever after: 
"The music climaxes, the curtains close. s the end 
ofa beautiful love story Sigh. 

Love, or whatever romantic notion we often 
associate with it, has always revolved around 
the same old story. The heart-rending plot, the 
sweet and rosy atmosphere, the beautiful end- 
ings of every love story magnified to us by ro- 
mance books and movies and those Korean te 
lenovelas never fail о fascinate us. This fascina- 
tion is so much that our romantic notion of love 
spills over to reality. 

But does love in the real world reflect our no- 
tion of a happily-ever-after romantic love ога 
sing relationship among couples? 

Lory Cipriano, senior counselor at the Center 
for Family Ministries Foundation Inc (Себат) in 
‘Ateneo de Manila University, says couples cannot 
really predict a happy and lasting marriage ог re- 
lationship. 

She says there are no telltale signs, chemistry, 
or even magic involved for couples to determine 
or ascertain that their relationship will last a ife- 
time. 

"Just imagine two individuals reared differ- 
erty by two sets of parents choose to live (0- 
gether) fora lifetime. Marriage is a roller coaster 
thing, | mean there's а heaven and there's hell 
and back," says Cipriano, who has been married 
for 34 years 

Cipriano, who has been counseling couples, 
married and those contemplating marriage, since 
1991, says a lasting relationship such as in а mar- 
ried Ме is something for couples to seriously 
strive for. 

“A lasting marriage is something to labor and 
work for. As an individual, if you wish to better 
your life or yourself, you work hard to attain your 
goal. Setting a goal of wanting to have a happy 
marriage is something you work towards. Its а 
conscious effort guided by the will and not by 
feelings or emotions.” 

"The "Romeo and Juliet” affair or couples 
coming from different backgrounds and sharing 
a thousand dissimilarities is a common reality, 
but there is a high incidence that this type of re- 
lationship is headed for disaster 

Cipriano says there are many compatibility is- 
sues couples need to iron out first before ever at- 
taining that ideal dream of marital peace and 
bliss. And this is basically what Cefam does. 
‘Through its seminars and counseling, couples are 
made to see and understand the realities of mar- 
riage. They are made to know and understand 
each other before they ever plunge into this life- 
time eventuality called marriage. 

Cipriano says there are prevailing issues among 
couples coming from different family back- 
grounds, economic backgrounds, and even educa- 
tional backgrounds. 

“For someone who's not so educated then de- 
cides to marry a very intelligent and educated 
person, there's already the tendency of that per- 
son to work out his or her self-esteem against his 
or her partner. You can already see trouble com. 
ing” 

“Af а person with low self-esteem or un- 
healthy self-esteem enters a marriage, his or her 
line of defense will always be to build up against 
his or her partner. There's insecurity already" 

Different family backgrounds can cause con- 
flic in the future of the couple. Cipriano says 
family backgrounds of each partner should be 
examined thoroughly 

"How was the person brought up? What were. 
hisor herlolo and lola like? How did his or her par- 
ents show love, affection or anger in the family? 
Who are the significant people in his or her family 
that he or she admire and why? These are certain 
things tha the person can bring into his or her re- 
lationship later on.” 

Cipriano says а person bas expectations 
about his or her marriage, This is culled in a 
marriage inventory, where every aspect of mar- 
ried life is covered—money matters, religion, 
children, in-laws, sex. Ata Cefam seminar, when 
the couple is made to respond to the marriage 
inventory, each would most often post a differ- 
ent answer from the other. 

"Thats the time we counsel them on how they 
will seule their differences. For example, we ask 
the couple ifthey want a joint account or not. They 
‘wil respond to having separate accounts. Right 
away, we see a division already. So wed ell them, 
how will they handle the finances at home or when 
tie babies arrive?" 

Cipriano says there's also the extreme infatu- 
ation that couples should wath out for. She says 
the Моне била" concept is a dangerous thing. 
"The person is so in love that he ог she doesn't 
see the defects or negative aspects of the part- 
ner. The person is willing to forego these defects 
of the partner in the name of love. This is not 
genuine or authentic love." 

There are stages in the courtship of a cou- 
ple—physical attraction, dating, and then decid- 
ing to get married despite the negative aspects 
the couple see in each other —according to 
Cipriano, But the most important factor, she 
says, is the time devoted to get to know the per- 
son really well, "Some people just enter relation- 
ships or marriages very quickly. Look what usu- 
ally happens to them?" 

‘When should a couple head for marriage and 
at least attain that һаррйу-еуегайег stage? 
Cipriano says a person is ready to get married if 
he or she thinks of himself or herself less. 

"We don't say marriage is nice and all beauty. 
In fact, when you undergo the Себат seminar, 
опе thing will certainly happen. Either you push 
through with the marriage, postpone the mar- 
riage because there are still some things that 
you're in doubt with, or totally cancel because. 
you don't think you ean live with that person for 
life.” 

“couples are so different individually But 
how much of that difference’ сап they integrate 
and accept in the marriage? Is difficult to do 
but it con be done, So when the basie selfishness 
‘comes away, then the person is on the road to 
тапу" 
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magic invetued for couples 00 determine or 


ascertain that thelr relationship will last a 


ifetime. Lasting relationship is all hard work 
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VALENTINES DAY CELEBRATIONS CAN 
come in many exciting ways— whether you. 
spend it in a luxurious hotel which allows 
you to enjoy its comfortable amenities; or 
just have an intimate fine-dining experience; 
ог just simply hang out and enjoy the mo- 
ment with your loved one while listening to 
soulful songs which bring back memories of 
‘your young love. Diamond Hotel Philippines 
is just the place to go whatever your style or 
budget. 

You can celebrate early by availing 
yourself of Diamond's room specials of- 
fered the whole month of February: Su- 
perior room overnight accommodation 
at P5,100++ or Р8,500+ + for two con- 
secutive nights; executive suite package 
at P8,100++ overnight or Р15,000++ 
for two consecutive nights. Both come 
with complimentary sparkling wine and 
truffles and buffet breakfast for two. 

You also get a chance to win an 
overnight accommodation gift certificate 
with buffet breakfast, in the Valentine's 
Day dinner raffle at either the Restaurant 
le Bellevue or Palm Court Café; or go for 
Valentine's Day cocktails at the Sky 
Lounge Music Bar. 

Palm Court Cafés Valentine's dinner at 
P1,100++ per person offers the best val- 
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ue, with its almost unlimited number of 
selections for the honest-to-goodness 
food tripper. 

If you are one-of those hopeless ro- 
mantics who celebrate Valentine's Day 
with reverence, then the hotel's Restau- 
rant Le Bellevue is just the choice. This 
fine-dining restaurant specializes in 
delectable Euro-Continental Cuisine and 
is famous for its breathtaking view, 
exquisite ambience, and heavenly dish- 
ез. Diamond spices these up with live 
string quartet entertainment, plus a 
Jong-stemmed rose for your lady guest. 
Pure cloud-nine experience at just 
P1985++ per person. 

Meanwhile, if you're in the mood for 
live musical ‘entertainment on Valen- 
tine’s Day, come to Diamonds Sky 
Lounge Music Bar. Its P400 net per per- 
son entitles you to a standard drink. Live 
entertainment starts at 8:30 p.m. 

If you prefer to spend Valentine's in a 
quiet romantic place, then visit the Ko- 
hikan at the Diamond for some light se- 
lections. Bring home My Sweet Straw- 
berry Cake for P1000; or try its special 
February smoogee, Strawberry Yogurt, 
which for only P450 comes with a com- 
plimentary cute stuffed toy. 


When you dine on Valentine's day at 
Le Bellevue or Palm Court Café, or have 
cocktails at the Sky Lounge Music Bar, 
just drop in your calling card or write 
your name on a piece of paper to qualify 
you for the individual restaurant raffles. 
Call Diamond Ноге! Philippines at 528- 
3000 for more details. 
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Stuff-Me Bear: Stuffed with love Pamper your 


STUFFED TOYS WILL NEVER BE LOVED THE SAME 
way again. Founder Beryl Tanenglian has brought the 
Philippines a new way to find furry friends who will ac- 
company us in good and bad times. Beryl, a toy connois- 
зеш, studied the Philippine toy market extensively and 
discovered that stuffed toys were being sold like sham- 
poos or shoes yet were loved like best friends. Old stuffed 
toys are cherished, protected and occupies special parts of 
ош hearts, while other old things easily find their way out 
ofour homes. 

‘The vacuum had to be filed with care, love and friend- 
ship. And so, Stuff Me Bear was born. A new way of find- 
ing our best furry friends came to life and scores of new 
relationships have been born ever since. The Philippines 
has warmly welcomed Stuff Me Bear as the pioneer in 
this unique way of finding our furry friends. 

‘We love the ones we stuff and so will you. 

‘Teddy bears are а universal symbol of love, comfort, se- 
curity and friendship. In our childhood, teddy bears are 
‘our quiet, warm companions—good listeners who are 
never critical and always reassuring. They are our bear- 
shaped security blankets, who keep us warm at night and 
protect us from harm and dark days. As we grow older, 
they come to symbolize romance, love and all the warm 
fuzzy feelings that fll our days. When we reach adult- 
hood, teddy bears became symbols of nostalgia, that al- 
lows a small part of each of us to remain a child forever. At 
all stages of life, teddy bears have shared confidences and 
have been dragged, wagged, hugged, squeezed and slept 
with over the years. The memories they hold and memo- 
ries that they will ring make them our truest bestfriend, 
becoming more treasured with the passing time. 

‘Stuff-Me Bear offers an interactive entertainment retail 
experience based on the enduring love and friendship 
that connects us all to stuffed animals and especially to 
our teddy bears. Its unique and exceptional approach to 
purchasing special stuffed toys is the first of its kind in the 
Philippines. The store carries the teddy bear theme and 
hosts warm and well-trained staff to guide our special 
ones through the process of bringing their furry friends to 
lie 


‘The following segments are those that shoppers go 
through to bring their furry friends to life. Each one offers 
a "beary" unique experience that will be cherished by our 


FOOD PASSION AT 
CAFE ADRIATICO 


Geta dose ofloveat 
Cafe Adriatico. 
Premiere (Malate) and 
Cafe Adriatico 
Westgate’s Italian 
Romance. Delight 
your soul 

superb artin food 
passion this 
Valentine's Day. For 
only P495+ per 
person, get а complete 
set menu from 
appetizer to dessert. 
A sample menu 
includes а choice of 
minestone con pesto 
or classic Italian 

hearty vegetable soup; choice of 


with red beets, marinated white 
cheese, cucumber, and 
tomatoes, for starters. For the 
main course, there isa choice of 
‘pollo айа diavola’ (grilled 
chicken with rosemary, garlic, 
and light chillies) or tenderloin 
with mushroom marsala sauce 
or scampi palermo with potato 
fritata and verdure assortite 
all'agro. And finally, tiramisu. All 


of these served with coffee or tea. 
Cafe Adriatico Premiere isat 
1790 M. Adriatico Street, 
Remedios Circle, Malate, Manila 
(523-7924); Cafe Adriatico 
Westgate Central Precinct, 
Westgate Center, Filinvest 
Corporate City, Alabang 
Muntinlupa City (771-1281). For 
Cafe Ariatico Gateway, Eastwood 
and Cebu, you get a choice of 
soup or salad, main course, and 
dessert for only P425+. 


loved ones for years to come. 


Choose Me 

At Choose Me, guests are introduced to the furry char- 
acters in the store and select one, which soon become 
their new fury friend. The wide selection comprises of 
bears, monkeys, rabbits, dogs, cats, pigs for now and 
moretocome. 


Hear Me 

At Hear Me, guests can record their own 10-second 
message оп a sound chip that is placed inside their 
stuffed animal to further personalize their new friend. 
‘The sound chip is inserted safely inside the plush during 
the stuffing time. 


Stuff Me 

‘At Stuff Me, bear stuffers fill the new friend with stuff- 
ing for just the right amount of huggability. A very special 
step also happens at this station called Heart. Each guest 
selects а small heart, adds to it his or her own love and 
‘wishes and carefully places it inside their new fury 
friend. This stage offers a heart melting experience, 
whether you're a man, woman, boy or gil. 


Stitch Me 
At Stitch Ме, the last seam is neatly pulled shut, nearly 
completing each new bestfriend. 


Fluff Me 
At Fluff Me, the guest brushes the animal to make his 
or her new friend perfectly fluffed. 


Мате Ме 

‘At Name Me, guests stop at the station computer, 
where they answer several questions about their furry 
friend, including the birth date and of course, the name of 
their new funy friend. This information is complied and 
becomes part of a personalized birth certificate for the 
guestto take home. 


Dress Me 

At Dress Me, the guest may dress their new friend in 
the “beary” latest furry fashions. The bear apparel bou- 
tique features clothes and accessories for all occasions. 
Guests are able to express the true personality of their 
new best friend by choosing from the wide selection of 
outfits and accessories. Just like human counterparts, fur- 
ry fashions change seasonally, so there is always some- 
thing new in store. Furry friends make wonderful gifts for 
every occasion because guests can make a gift as unique 
as the recipient. 


Take Me Home 

Finally, guests conclude their bear-making adventure 
at the Take Me Home station, where they are given their 
customized birth certificate. Every new friend is then 
placed in their very own homes, which also serves as a 
carrying case. These cases were specially designed as a 
handy travel carrier and a new home for their friend. 


itt from Orocan 
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THE MOST ROMANTIC GIFT THIS 
Valentine's Day is that which reflects 
the thought behind the season—a 
simple, well thought of gift which is 
а fiting symbol of our high regard 
for our loved ones. The trick is find- 
ing such a gift that need not be 
heavy on the pocket. 

The availability of Orocan’s all 
new multi-layered shoe rack 
comes in very timely: For sure, 
your recipients would appreciate 
the unique and functional fea- 
+ tures of Orocans shoe rack 
Where else can they find a shoe 
rack that has a spacious drawer to 
conveniently keep their socks and. 
other shoe paraphernalia? 
There's also a table top where 
they can put their knick- knacks. 

Orocan's shoe rack has four 
layers of sturdy shelves to orga- 
nize their shoes and sandals. The 
shelves are also spacious that 
there's always space for another 
new pair. 

Orocan's innovative shoe rack 
is definitely a fitting gift for every- 
one. Grab one and spread the 
message of love this Valentine's. 
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Easy shopping at myFlowerSho 
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WANT TO AVOID THE VALENTINES DAY RUSH? 
Buying flowers on the Internet may just be for you. 

MyFlowerShop.com.ph takes the concept of your 
neighborhood florist online and right into your home 
oroffice. 

myFlowerShop manager Virginia Braga said the 
website combines the efficiency and convenience of In- 
temet shopping with the old-fashioned charm of giving 
flowers as gifts. The country's first fully online flower 
shop—one that has no physical store but is operational 
24 hours a day and stocked with fresh flowers and gift 


products—was created by the team at myAyala.com 
last year. 

Instead of ordering floral arrangements from inter- 
national websites or going around the city looking for a 
flower stand, customers can simply visit wwwmyflow- 
ershop.com.ph. The new website offers at least а hun- 
dred products at prices at par with traditional florists 
and delivers to major cities and provinces nationwide. 

"Shopping for (lowers online need not be expen- 
sive", says Braga. "On the contrary, we are able to offer 
very competitive prices because being online allows us 


to be more cost-efficient, We even delivery 
charges for orders sent to the Greater Metro Manila 
Area.” 

‘The website provides the option to customize each 
package by including a message or adding items like 
chocolates. "We help customers put their ‘trademark’ 
on their gift with these extra details," Braga says. 

Payment options include credit and debit cards, as 
well as Globe's G-Cash payment facility. 

For more information, visit wwwmyflower- 
shop.com.ph. 


partner today 


THIS VALENTINES, JUN ARIEM OF 
Style Trend 33 Salon shares the hottest 
look —full bangs, texturized look, hair 
tints (tobacco brown is in). 

"Our clients are more on the adventur- 
ous side, most of them were asking for 
what's in this 2006. Of course, we give 
what they want but we make sure that the 
latest style fits their personality and 
lifestyle,” says Jun who heads Style Trend 
33, the newest one-stop haven for beauty 
and well-being in Timog, Quezon City. 

Style Trend 33 is a three-story center 
that is becoming the favorite hang-out of 
those who want a quick beauty fix before 
hitting the night spots in the area. 

Style Trend 33, however, is basically for 
everyone, not just for Timog or Tomas 
Morato partygoers but for nearby resi: 
dents who are looking for an affordable 
venue to entrust their beauty needs, and 
also for couples who would want to look 
good together as they party. Behind the 
salon’s glass facade with cascading water 
effect is a team of beauty experts warmly 
working in a place that depicts sophistica- 
tion. 

Notwithstanding the elite ambience 
and premium service, Style Trend 33's 
rates are reasonable, which explains its 
growing popularity among men and 
women of all ages, according to Ariem. 

“We want our clients to look good and 
feel good the moment they step in the sa- 
lon and this means providing them with 
excellent services using first-rate products 
minus the burden of paying too much,” 
says Jun who has been in the salon indus- 
try for close to 20 years now. 

Jun takes pride in Style 33's full range 
of services, from hair care to skin care. On 
the first level of the salon is the Hair De- 
partment, where the latest hairstyles and 
coloring trends come to life. 

On the second level is the Skincare De- 
partment, where clients can enjoy rejuve- 
nating facial and body care treatments us- 
ing imported formulations. Count on 
Style 33's skin care specialists to advise 
you on the best skin enhancement ser- 
vices. 

One level up is the Massage Area 
manned by well-trained therapists to 
soothe your tired body. The massage ser- 
vices also come with free use of wet and 
dry sauna, with unlimited complimentary 
drinks of your choice to complete the re- 
laxing experience. 

Style Trends 33-Timog is the second 
beauty shop owned by Style Trend Corp. 
‘The first branch, which opened early 
2005, is located at 2nd floor of Atrium 
Building along Makati Avenue in Makati 
City The Timog Branch was immediately 
put up a few months later following the 
overwhelming patronage of discriminat- 
ing customers for Style Trend 33 in, 
Makati. 

Visit Style Trend 33 at 33D Ignacia 
Building, Timog Avenue, Quezon City and 
diseover the best way to pamper yourself 
from head to toe. For inquiries or reserva- 
tions, call 411-7185 or 0921-3527755. 
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"That's Ат бте” 75 Suite Valentine trez 
at Segafredo Zanetti | at Linden Suites 


A BOTTLE OF SWEET FRENCH tle of Louis Chatel red wine; а 

LOVE 15 INTHE AIR АГ Valentine, Segafredo's “That's | wine, A romantic dinner for two delectable three-course dinner 
Segatredo Zanetti espresso bar Amore" will be filled with. inside theroom, sweet love songs for two by Azzurro Bistro; sump. 
Tre the place where you don't scrumptious food and echoes of ; to set the mood and breakfast in шош breakfast in bed for the cou- 
just get luscious food (Italian love with the music of accor- 1 bed the moming after. Savor ple; plus the option to be serenad- 
‘and fusion), Segafredo boasts a dionist Sam Lumbardo on Feb. these plus the romantic ambience ed by the featured acoustic artist 
very romantic overall ambiance 14and 15. of your luxurious suite as you cel- for the night at Azzurro Bistro & 
Well suited for the Valentine Speaking of love, coffee + ebrateloveatThe Linden Suites. Bar. 

Season. Cap the evening with a. lovers will surely enjoy coffee”; _ Every detail has been given our _ Couples availing of the promo 
choice ог different espresso even more at Segafredo. With © utmost attention to ensure that also get to relax in its well- 
blends, which is Europe's finest. Segafredo's coffee card, “cof ` your Valentine experience will be equipped Health Club. Enjoy free 

‘Thats not all. Segafredo re- feephiles" will get a free cup of exquisitely memorable. Now that use of the heated indoor pool, 

cently had а Valentine's treat their favorite hot espresso after, you are assured ofa seamless and sauna, gym and Jacuzzi. Also get 
for everyone—"That’s Amore.” the 10th hot espresso purchase. stress-free celebration, you can go а 20-percent discount on all 
Held from Jan. 23 to Feb. 12, made at any Segafredo outlet. ahead and show her just how spe-_ SPAromatherapy (massage) 
diners with a minimum P1,000 Not only that, they will also get | cial she is. treatments 

и single receipt purchase at МР treatment with Segafredo's From now until Feb. 16, every _ То avail yourselves of the Suite 
Segafredo Greenbelt or a P500 lifestyle card, which will entitle , suite Valentine Treats booking for Valentine Treats promo, call The 
single receipt purchase at The them to a 10-percent discount | the reasonable rate of P4,999++ Linden Suites at 638-7878 or e- 

£ Podium store were qualified to on ordersoffood and drinks. | comes with a complimentary bot- mail sales@lindensuites.com. 

4 join the contest. An array of Besides the authentic Italian 

$ prizes: Segafredo gift cheques, espresso, Segafredo has a vari- | 

$ vodka from Maxxium Singa- ety of thin-crusted pizzas and al 

# pore, bottles of wine from Wine dente pastas which are defi- 

f Direct“and Espa-Fil, Nestle ice — nitely excellente. Further beef. 
eréainand San Miguel premi- ing up the tasty menu is an am^ 
завета, were offered: Those brosial assortment of rice dist 
‘who qualified dropped off their es, unforgettable selections G^ 
business cards in the bar's des- cakes, pastries, wines and spir- 
ignated fish bowl. Prizes may its 

| be picked up from Feb. 14 until Рог inquiries, call the Green- 
the 28th. belt store at 757-4058 and 

To top evéryones dreamy Podium at 633-3421 


Gifts of love 
at The Podium 


SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE presents perfect. 

and-in this cyber age, the cache of  Miladay is another jewelry store 
jewelry as a love token is as fresh that has become a byword in the in- 
‘and timeless as ever. If you're look- dustry Founded by the late Ting and 
ing for that pearl of great price, gor- Mila Dayrit in the late 605, it is now 
geous gems or fashionista’s accesso- run by their daughter Michelle 
ту, you can find these at The Podi- Dayrit Soliven, Miladay president. 
ums new premier jewelry stores This Valentine, Miladay offers 
—Jewelmer, Vanaf, Hoseki, Silver Power of Love, a special line lovingly 
Finds, Miladay and Morellato. designed by skilled artisans using 

Sinceitbegan 26 years ago, Jew- white, yellow or two-tone combina- 
elmer has shown the world the tions with little diamond brills. 
beauty and luster of Philippine These briliant brands include 
South Sea Pearls. “Every Filipina friendship, engagement, celebration 
should wear pearls,” says marketing and love yourself rings. 
manager Daniela Fenix. “Its а sym- Silver Finds, on the other hand, 
bol of our national identity and specializes in 92.5 silver pieces with 
pride, precious stones and crystals. Nini 

Jewelmers pearl jewelry pieces Magsino and Rica Rodis, who are 
are both classic and classy with just behind the successful Asian Finds 
a hint of modernity. This Valentine's, clothes and accessories store, 
try out pearls in gold and cham- thought of putting up a separate 
pagne colors, or take a pick from its store for their jewelry, much of 
Studs Promotion from Feb. 6 to 26. which is specially hand made. 
‘Jewelmer acknowledges that studs Тһе ethnic Orientalia image is 
are essential in every woman's per- very much felt in the store, with its 
sonal collection, and is offering pearl best sellers including Indian inspired. 
studs at affordable prices for today’s accessories; semi precious pieces in "da 
woman on the go. blue гора, gamet, rubies, and unm 

Hoseki, which also highlights turquoise, heart shaped dangling мә 2 
‘South Sea Pearls, is а creative содађ- earrings, and hand made silver ~ 
oration among three globally recog- necklaces and bracelets. This Valen- homeworld 
nized designers—Fai Co, Charmaine  tine's, check out handcrafted silver 
Ng, and Knoi Esmane. Since it was necklaces and bracelets for women, 
established 10 years ago, the store and silver pendants for men. 
has evolved from offering classic to Morellato, meanwhile, is a trendy 
more contemporary jewelry. Italian brand founded by Guilio 

Pearls are seen in а diferent light Morellato. Targeting a young, hip 

in Hoseki's showroom in The Podi- clientele, it has outlets in Europe, 
‘um, and customers can now choose Asia and ће United States. 
from four different collections to Рог Valentine's, Morellato sug- 
match their personalities. These in- gests its Amore, Scintille, Cupido 
clude Eden for natures beauty and and Harmony collections of easy-to- 
colors; Urban Zen for minimalism; wear stainless steel combined with 
Geomenic for the big, bold and diamonds, sapphires and swarovski 
eautiful—a combination of archi- crystals for women. The Zeus collec- 
tecture and jewelry design; and tion of pendants with carbon ac- 
New Baroque, which beautifully cents in polished stainless steel eco 
merges metallics with pearls. Highly leather strings and black leather 
recommended this Valentine is the chains for men on the go. 
Urban Zen соћесіоп Ai Love You Jewelmer, Vanafi, Hoseki, Silver 
necklace, which has a Chinese char- Finds, Miladay and Morellato are all 
acter (meaning 1 Love You) as apen- located at The Podium in the Ortigas 
dant. г к 

Малай, on the other hand, offers toyworld 
top-of-the-line jewelry from some of 
the world’s best-known brands 
known for their elegant yet modern 
designs—Pomelatto, Damiani and 
Lalique. The shop also has its in- 
house brand, the Vanafi line, which 
isa standout by itself. 

Asa gift of love, "people buy jew- 
еу because of its intangible quali- 
ties,” says Vanessa Figueroa, the dy- 
namic lady behind Малій, who is the 
fifth generation in a family long 
known in the jewelry business. 
“Whether it is happiness, prestige, 
hope ог love—only the owner will 
know" This Valentine, Venafis 
heart-shaped jewelry pieces make 


We've got it all for you! 


Romantic dinner at Teak Bistro 
AFTER THE HEARTS AND FLOWERS, VALENTINE'S DAY MEANS A 
romantic dinner at Teak Bistro at Rockwell. Come dine at Teak 
Bistro as Chef Ed prepars-a lovely menu that starts with a Tagay- 
tay Greens Salad with Smoked Salmon and Pate. Thereafter comes. 
ain gf Carrot and Gaulifiower Soup, followed by the Menage, а 
rawn and chicken fricasse with wiid rice and vegetable risotto. 
Jis course culminates to Qupid; heart-shaped chocolate pizza 


With fresh strawberries and chili flakes. All these plus half a caraffe " 
ошо. nc = UA - MAISON + NORTH eosa xmas + LAS PAS = BACOOR = PVE = MAMLA PAMPANGA » MANDURIAO 
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Your first video. 
‘call experience | 


гї. сот, ph for тоге TEM For inquiries, please call the Smart Hotline at "888 or visit ‘any Smart Wireless Center nationwide. 


n 
ada. + Nokia 6680 + Nokia n70 + Nokia 090+ = SonyEricsson KO + «Sony Еу зоп 78001 • Sony Ericsson W900i " 
jfwsing when connected to Smart's 2G (GSM) network. 


